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A LIAR
✍ Bhargav Dutta

Class : VIII, Section : E

There are some people,

Who keep on telling lies,

Commonly called a liar

And can’t be seen by other’s eyes.

A liar is a person

Who can’t be happy,

Always faces problems

For a punishment, they are always ready.

Telling lies

A liar keeps ready an alibi,

So that he can escape problems

Formed due to his scandalous lies.

He always creates problems

For him and others,

Not a single person is there

Who loves him and bothers.

Lies, after all, are bad

If you are a liar

Don’t feel glad

It will leave you sad.

Tell the truth and be wise

Only then you can rise.

❂❂❂

AN ONLINE FRIEND
✍ Prachi Das Chakraborty

Class : IX, Section : A

Those light chit chat on the phone,
Those daring phone calls,
Didn’t know when we would be caught.

Those fearless ambitions
And those stupid talks,
Didn’t know when we delineated our love.

Those age gaps but still friends
And those haphazard free times
Didn’t know how much we wasted it.

Those lovable words,
And those friendship days,
Didn’t know how much we spreaded love.

Those days when we defined our parents
Just to keep our bonding and inevitable love.
Didn’t know when we had to leave
And make the mobile, friend of our hearts.

Those days we still remember though
We were not in touch,
When we felt our friendship went deeply
In just four days.

Searching you my dearest friend.
A miracle could occur when we meet one day.
Try pray for those days and remember
Thine in fragile heart.

(In the memory of FARAH KHAN whom I have met in
www.brainly.com. Currently she’s studying in standard
IX in Madhya Pradesh)

❂❂❂

GEMS OF POESY
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ATHLEISURE
✍ Harshita Choudhury

Class : IX, Section : E

Be an athlete who can run races of life.

Be an athlete who can stand

without jumping situations of life.

Be an athlete who can shout

till his last breath.

Be an athlete who can win victory

without fighting wars.

What are you waiting for ?

Be an athlete for whom single second

of his life is important.

So try from now,

Because if you don’t than no one will.

❂❂❂

Beauty of a Sacred One
✍ Mehjabeen Choudhury

Class : VIII, Section : E

Distance away from us,
Beautiful, more than those stars.
But why did you get so many scars ?
Thee, are those beautiful dews on grass,
Thee, are the most shaded blush.
Why did you smile at the ground ?
What was that grief in mirth ?
Why did you beat your heart ?
Why did you observe my reaction ?
When I did not give you any attention !
Distance away from us,
Sweet-smelling without any wash.
But why did you get so many scars ?
Thee, are those peaceful wars.
O’ For man, you are,
Get on with my star.

❂❂❂

Experience
✍ Nishanta Mahanta Thakur

Class : VI, Section : B

Experience matters
Whenever you are.
Either in school
Or swimming in the waters.
A person should get experience of everything
Like either by cooking or river rafting.
Experience is something,
Which is obtained by trying.
Experience gives us teaching
Which if you are a student
You can share it in the school magazine.

❂❂❂
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Dear Stars
✍ Ryka Gogoi

Class : VIII, Section : B

Like sparkles of glitter
You seem to be scattered
Like thousands of burning fire
I look at you with desire
They call you ‘‘Heavenly Bodies’’
But for me, You are.....
My Best Buddies.
I wish, you were all mine;
Because you’re the one
Who makes me want to shine !
Whether I’m sad or in glee
I look at you and see
‘‘The one I need the most’’
Will you always be there for me !!

❂❂❂

Dreams
✍ Dona Phukan

Class : VI, Section : D

Dreams are desire by everyone.
Dreams never die.
Dreams are always alive with hard working.
Dreams are so colourful,
That makes everyone hopeful.
Dreams comes true,
When we make the effort.
All dreams are amazing.
Makes our world beautiful.
Dreams change the mankind.
Dreams change the world.

❂❂❂

I Hear a Voice
✍ Simran Shivam

Class : VIII, Section : E

I am familiar with a voice,
I can hear it in the night.
I hear it in the torrent
Of the wind with all its might.
I hear it in the quiet
When no one is around,
I hear it in the clamour
Above the roaring sound.

I am familiar with a voice,
I hear it with the butterflies
That flitter in breeze,
I hear it in the prayers
Said fevently with zeal,
I hear it in the stillness
That comes with each appeal.

I can hear it everywhere
And in everything I see,
It comes by gentle suasion
Every time it speaks to me.

❂❂❂
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I Salute You
✍ S. Ebema Singha

Class : IX, Section : D

(Dedicated to people whose bravery has made us
proud. It’s not just the jawans but everyone — kid,
teenager, adult, anyone who have always thought first
for the country and then for themselves.)

I salute you !!

I see you hanging

On the harness of life

I see you risk your life

For the sake of the life

Of people you are unknown to !

Just for the sake of love

For your country,

You take a lot of pain.

I salute you !!

For not just saving our lives

But for taking the pain

To stay away from your own family

For the decisions you take.

In order to safeguard our country !

And I salute the people

Who risked and are risking

Their life for the welfare of humanity

Who are unknown to us

Whom we never talk about

And who never cared for their life

But cared for country

I SALUTE YOU !!

❂❂❂

Loneliness
✍ Katrina Das

Class : VIII, Section : E

Loneliness !
Do you know what is loneliness?

Loneliness is when your friends
start disliking you.
Loneliness is when no one is beside you
Loneliness is when you are full in darkness
Loneliness is when no one is
with you any more
The feeling that you can feel in these
situations is loneliness.

One thing do you know ?
That no one is alone
Your parents are there
They are always with you
Whatever situation you are in.

So never think that you are alone.

❂❂❂
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Realisation
✍ Bidisha Das

Class : VIII, Section : E

I know you are scared right now

May be you miss someone

May be your heart hurts

A little or a lot,

Or may be you are not quite sure of

Who you are

Or what you want but that feeling you

Want back.

The one where it doesn’t seem

Like the whole world is against you,

And one day you will realize

That the only person

Who can find it again is you.

Or may be you will be amazed

At what you attract after you start believing

In what you deserve.

❂❂❂

SKIN
✍ Dorothy Bhuyan

Class : IX, Section : D

Stretch marks are beautiful,
It’s okay to have scars.
Don’t let the judgements be painful,
Blemishes don’t define who we are.

Wrinkles signify the smiles we earned
Marks on skin like a memory
Uneven chins don’t matter at all,
It’s your body, a temple and a treasury.

Stitches are bold,
A tangible sign of victory,
Saggy skin can’t cover your heart,
The heart that hears no envy.

It’s incredible to fall in love,
To fall in love with who we are,
It’s okay to build ourselves as angels
And yet be a warrior so far.

It’s fierce and fabulous to birth acceptance
Because what matters is the bravest you’ve
been.
What matters, is how embracing enhanced
our inner,
The words you bounced back from your skin.

❂❂❂
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The wanted Summer !
✍ Aastha Simanta

Class : IX, Section : E

Oh ! Sun please show

Your glowing face.

Oh ! Sun please shine

As much as you can.

In the blue sky,

With your golden rays

The summer days

In all my ways.

The snakes hiding

In the furrow

And not making me sorrow.

Yay ! I feel

And shout with glee,

Oh ! Sun thank you

For gleaming

Oh ! Sun thank you

For making that dark,

Blood-curdling clouds run.

The Sun smiles and says

Oh ! little girl pleasure is all mine !

❂❂❂

Thank You
✍ Alfia Rahman

Class : VIII, Section : D

When a child becomes older

They open up with many memories.

Mother, who is she ?

Mother is a noun

Something’s you do

The mother always understand,

The thing you tell her to do.

She always supports you.

A mothers love is always the special one,

No one can explain.

A simple thank you is enough to express

My love and care

But I have no gold, diamond, pearls etc.

As I’m sure that you’ll be aware,

So I will  give my gift to you with,

My devotion, love and care.

❂❂❂
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The Heaven not Found
✍ Harshita Khoiram

Class : IX, Section : D

Up and down, I went,
Watching them over and over again.
Things change, but not them,
The love change but not the laughter.

Repeat and copied them again and again,
Not for the same unchanged but changed tones,
But for a heaven to be found.
The path that seemed to lead to heaven,
Was a path taken wrong.

Well, the untaken path to heaven,
Was recognised but not recognised.
The mistake we do, did and are doing
For the heaven would not be found.

❂❂❂

The soul within me
✍ Puja Kashyap

Class : IX, Section : C

The soul within me,
Shouts for love.

The soul within me
Screams for care.

But in this
Materialistic world,

It’s no easy
To find love, to find care.

Though we wait
For the realistic to greet us.

But fakeness is the
Only person to stay along with us.

Why do people only
Play fake game with us ?

Did we become the
Materials of theirs to play with ?

Don’t be the person to be played with,
Be the person evils are being played by.

Don’t be the person to be hurt,
Be the person to hurt the fakes.

Because,
The soul within me,

Shouts for love.
The soul within me,

Screams for care.

❂❂❂

Time
✍ Udayan Phukan

Class : VIII, Section : B

Time is an endless process of life
Life is precious.
Never stop your duties
Always go ahead,
You will get success.
Change your mind,
Change the nation,
Change the world.
Do your duties
In proper time.

❂❂❂
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True Friend
✍ Madhushree Kalita

Class : IX, Section : E

True friends are hard to find

Who don’t care, who don’t mind,

The way we look, the way we talk

The way we wear or the way we walk

Our thoughts and feeling only

Are the things that they care,

For us they can do anything,

And this I can swear.

They love us truly with heart and soul,

Nor do they set any goal.

We will find them,

Whenever we are in need,

Because a friend in need

Is a true friend indeed.

❂❂❂

Unknown Human Beings
✍ Ushita Routh

Class : VIII, Section : C

The God, gift nature
Why not save for future ?
We born as human being
But act like an unknown organism.
Today’s preserve is tomorrow’s need
Why don’t we think ?
Humans are decadent and quiescent
And acts as arrogant but,
Unknown to the vicissitudes they had and will have
And these are abstruse for them to understand.
Nature consists many things
But I will focus only on trees.

Do they have hearts ?
Why we forget, things which grow are living,
But they are non-living, as they stand still
According to unknown human beings.

Why humans do not have the sense
That trees have the right to stand.

What will they do with the money
When they will have no air to breathe ?

Why to care ? What to care ? Whom to care ?
When money is there !
Is the saying of human being.

Will there be money when trees are dead ?
Oh ! Human being, why don’t you think ?

❂❂❂
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Why so ?
✍ Anchal Gupta

Class : IX, Section : D

When the lights turn on,
It is still dark within
No doors to run through
No windows to breathe.

When your tears shed like a storm,
And your shadow leaves you in the dark,
It seems you are all alone in the world
But your heart goes on......

When your heart is drowning within,
Who do cares about the sun rising ?
While I dwell like to die
And stand like to fall again.

Sometimes yours life takes so many turns that
You don’t even realize
What your life is turning out to be like.

And,
You are lost sometimes,
Sometimes you are used to,
When everything’s ruining
And running off your hands
Like the way you never want.

Yet,
The heart demands a better place,
Some better people,
And a better life
Out of this world so cruel.

While,
There’s no way out of this
Then, why does the heart still beat ?

❂❂❂

Beauty of Nature
✍ Riddhima Das Chakraborty

Class : VI, Section : A

The sun is shining overhead,

The clouds are floating by,

The branches of the tree swinging

With its green leaves,

The birds are chirping

And singing melodiously.

Such beautiful surroundings

I want to play in this sunny

And bright day

Oh ! my dear pals,

Come out and see.

What god has given us

To make us happy and gay.

❂❂❂
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The Woman of my Life
✍ Hrishita Deka

Class : X, Section : D

She holds my hand
Pushes me forward,

I stand nervous in front of the new school gate
I continue looking backwards.

She gives me a wide smile
And says, ‘Go ahead, dear’,

To face the life in front of me
My fear calms down

I learn to suppress it.

She’s always like that
Supporting me and encouraging me
Scolding me but caring for me.....

She made it possible for me
To look at the bright world,

She has given my life a tight mould.

I love her, she is my support
She is the pillar against which I can rest
Indeed, she is the best.

No one can love you more than her
You cannot love anybody more than her.

❂❂❂

Race, Never Ending
Race

✍ Shreyas Sahil
Class : X, Section : B

Race to be born
Race for admission

Race for marks
Race in exams.

Then comes the race to survive
Race for a job

Race for settlement
Race for family.

Finally the last race
Race to the end of days

Race to be upright till the end
Race till the last breath.

Race, Never Ending Race
Keeps on going

Till the last breath
Leaving behind our achievement

And claims in life
Finally ending up in eternal sleep.

❂❂❂
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Advantage Assam— Global Investors
Summit, 2018 : A Summary

✍ Sobhangi Baruah
Class : X, Section : A

Advantage Assam— Global Investors Summit, 2018
was organised in Guwahati on 3-4 February,

2018. It was aimed at highlighting the geo-strategic
advantages offered to investors by Assam. The event
showered the opportunities offered by the state in terms
of export oriented manufacturing and services to
growing economics in South and South-East Asia.

The summit was inaugurated by the Prime
Minister Mr. Narendra Modi. In his inaugural address,
the Prime Minister said that the North East is at the
heart of the Union Government’s Act East Policy.

In this content, it is worth mentioning that the Act
East Policy envisions increased people to people
contact, trade ties and other relations with the
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

The two day summit was the largest ever
investment promotion and facilitation initiative by the
Government of Assam. It ended with signing of more
than 200 Memorandum of Understandings (MDUS)
entailing an investment of more than Rs. 100000 crore,
officials said.

The Chief Minister of Assam urged the business
community to be the trusted, committed and honest
partner of the government. He also expressed his
gratitude to all sections of the people of Assam and
outside as well as all the stockholders for their
unconditional support in making the first ever Global
Investors Summit a grand success.

The summit was tag lined ‘‘Advantage Assam—
India’s Express way to ASEAN’’.

It has naturally enthused people across the state
and beyond. The state of Assam has historically
gripped with severe problems of unemployment, lack
of industries and lack of entrepreneurial capacity. As
such the sight and scope of such an investors summit
can almost be extremely reassuring and positive.

However, with today’s spectre of development and
industrialization, a few issues relating to environment
and local needs almost come co-jointly. The concerned
authorities of the state will have to confront and
address these issues.

In content of environmental issue, it is to be
mentioned that Assam is one of the few remaining
biodiversity hotspots in the world. Moreover during the
last few decades in the race to attain higher economic
growth the land, forest and entire environment have
been adversely exploited.

Hence these facts have to be taken into
consideration while dealing with further course of
investment projects and it should be ensured through
statutes or related laws that the new wave of investment
in the state would not harm the biodiversity and
sensitive ecology of the state.

With respect to the issue of local needs Assam
requires policies which will ensure that this
multilayered level of investment will employ local
youth in large numbers and that the talented youth of
the state get work according to their ability.

Moreover, a serious look has to be given to the
problem of power shortage of the state because power
(i.e electricity) is the most integral part of development
of the state. The condition of power supply has to be
improved.

If these issues are properly addressed and solved
then the initiative taken through the Global Investors
Summit for the development of the state will bring
development in proper sense of the term.

In conclusion, we hope that the sense of optimism
brought about by the summit will prevail in the state
for all time to come. ❐

THE AUTHENTIC
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ART
✍ Amartya Deka

Class : VII, Section : A

The importance of art in a short note

Art is a form of human expression. Art can be
seen as the artist sleight of hand on his mood. Art is
in various media from posters to public wall which
we call ‘Graffiti’. Art is elusive as the use of colours,
shapes and the surface used adds a new dimension.
Art portrays various ideas feelings such as Triumph.
Love, Happiness, Sorrow and Boredom in loss to
mention a few. Art is beauty and creativity. During
man’s evolution art has progressed over in its most
primitive state up to its most modernized versions
today. History shows that art has been used as a
major tool for communication. Cavemen did
art on their walls using unsophisticated and blunt
tools.

Ancient Egyptians, Aztecs, Incas and Mayans
created many meticulous pieces of art. Some of the
meticulous pieces of art are mask, pyramids jewelry,
walls painting, tombs, sarcophagi. The primal
Romans and Greeks showed their appreciation of life
through art. India used art to show their dance and
their religions. The African art is symbolic of their
tribal cuffs as seen of their totem poles. Today art
has gone through many changes. Abstract art
dominates art today shows ambiguous life a man
lives, in contrast to the unambiguous art of the past.
Modern art does not have spirituality and cultural
values and beliefs in the past and is now a reflection
of a materialistic life of today.

I hope you found this article helpful for your
knowledge. Thank you for reading my article. ❐

Indo-Pak War of 1971
✍ Pranameet Kasyap Baruah

Class : VI, Section : E

The Indo-Pak war of 1971 was a military
confrontation between India and Pakistan. It

occurred from 3rd December, 1971 to the fall of
Dhaka on 16th December, 1971 which was a
liberation war in East Pakistan. The war began with
preemptive aerial strikes on 11 Indian air stations,
which led to the commencement of hostilities with
Pakistan and India’s entry into the war of independence
in East Pakistan on the side of Bengali nationalist
forces. Lasting just 13 days, it is one of the shortest
wars in history. After that aerial attack, Indian Air
Force had captured 15,010 km in the West. During

the war, Indian and Pakistani militaries simul-
taneously clashed on the eastern and western fronts.
The war ended after the eastern command of the
Pakistan military signed the instrument of surrender
on 16th December, 1971. At the end Pakistan had
lost half of it’s country, 93,000 Pakistani Army
surrendered, which is the largest and shameful
military surrender after World War-11.

On 16th December, 1971, in Dhaka, marked the
formation of East Pakistan as the new nation called
Bangladesh. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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Terrorist attack on America
✍ Krishanu Kalita

Class : VIII, Section : E

Tuesday September 11, 2011, saw the world in a
state of stunned disbelief of the most daring act of

terrorism ever committed. In a devilishly brilliant plan,
designed for maximum impact, terrorist hijacked four
planes and had three of them crash into America’s most
prominent buildings, namely the twin towers of World
Trade Centre (WTC) at New York and the Pentagon at
Washington within a span of 60 minutes. It was an
unforgettable 60 minutes of hell for America. The event
shook the very foundation of United States of America.

It all began on Tuesday morning, September 11,
2001, when four commercial aeroplanes were hijacked
by terrorist belonging to a terrorist organisation named
Al-Qaeda group. The attack is said to have been
masterminded by the notorious terrorist Chief named
‘Osama-Bin-Laden’, the chief of the Al Qaeda
organisation. The attack was aimed at destroying the
American might as America stood  against the Pak-
Islamic expansion over the Middle East and tried to
suppress Muslim Fundamentalism and Jehad (Holy
war) in different parts of the world including
Afghanistan and Palestine.

Each plane had four to five hijackers who using
simple weapons as knives managed to get control of the
planes and directed their planes to their pre-planned
destinations. They also disabled the plane’s
transponders so as not to be detected by radars. At 8:48
am, the first of the four hijacked planes with 81
passengers and 11 crew hit the North Tower of the
World Trade Centre at New York in its 80th floor.
About 2 hours later the North Tower collapsed. At 9:03
am another plane with 56 passengers and 9 crew
onboard hit the South Tower of the WTC. About an
hour later, the South Tower too came crumpling down.
At 9:38 am the third hijacked plane with 58 passengers
and 6 crew onboard crashed into Pentagon destroying a
part of the building. The fourth hijacked plane didn’t
succeed in its mission as it crashed into a desolate
place near Pittsburg, probably after a fight between the
passengers and the hijackers.

The impact of the three crashes was terrible. The
hijacked planes turned into airborne bombs carrying a
load of aviation fuel. The two Boeing, which hit the
New York towers, carried about 90,720 litres while the
other two Boeings had about 42,680 litres of fuel. As
the two Boeings hit the twin towers, the oil spilled out
burning, and turned the towers into a burning inferno.
The solid steel frames could not withstand the terrible
heat and within minutes melted away resulting in the
collapse of the 1,368 feet tower.

No other event in America’s recent history has had
so much impact on American establishment, economy
and political leadership as this event. More than 10,000
people were feared to be dead. The two towers had
about 155 business concerns and employed nearly
50,000 people. The wall street, the nerve centre of
World’s Stock Market was closed for four days— first
time in history. A feeling of terror struck America for
the first time.

White House was evacuated. The American
president George W. Bush was taken to a safe place. All
Govt. offices were closed. All American airports were
temporarily shut down. All flights to and fro America
were suspended. Schools and colleges all over America
were declared closed. For the first time since the
Second World War, tanks and armed policeman began
to patrol the American cities. The Head-quarters of
over 100 American Business estabish-ment were
reduced to ashes. The 9//11 event, as it is known today,
is said to be a ‘second pearl harbour event’ in history
of America.

The burning inferno of New York has illuminated
the darkest reality of our time— the power of terrorism.
It has shown that terrorism has no frontiers and no
power, however supreme and invincible they may
appear to be, is strong enough to thwart the designs of
terrorist. Many more Osma-Bin-Laden are likely to
emerge in the future. Only a United World can
withstand their might and designs. ❐
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PUT OFF PUTTING THINGS OFF
✍ Harshita Chetia

Class : IX, Section : B

Till today how much time do you think you’ve
wasted waiting for tomorrow ? Don’t know,

right ? Well it is because we’re so busy waiting for
tomorrow that we’ve ended up coming the track.
And, moreover we don’t even realize the value and
still procrastinate.

We all want to be successful in our lives. But
ever wonder why some people are more successful
than the others ? The answer is pretty simple,
successful people live the present and work on it.
They believe in ‘TODAY’ than ‘TOMORROW’. Life
is not a game of football where we can replace
players, in the game of life you yourself are the
player and there’s no substitution in it. There’s no
time to wait and look back or wait for tomorrow. If
it is time then it is now. Most people do not have the
audacity to face the consequences of life and hence
they keep on procrastinating. The more you
procrastinate the higher the price becomes and
finally we end up giving up and conceal ourselves
with a guilt of failure.

Let’s take a simple example as students we
often keep on procrastinating and stick to the phrase
‘‘I’ll study tomorrow’’ without even realizing the fact
that, that tomorrow actually turns out to be the
nightmare before the exams full of tensions, anxiety
and confusion about what to do. The result, we end
up ruining our exams and disappoint our own self
and also lose our morals.

Surprisingly right how a simple thing turns out
to be a game changer. But there’s a solution to every
problem. It’s pretty simple. All you got to do is make
the best of now and utilise the present to the fullest.
Be productive today and not just wait for tomorrow.
Beat the ‘I will do it when’ by ‘I will do it now’. See
it’s that simple. I hope after reading my article
you will build a positive attitude and learn the
phrase ‘DO IT NOW’ and stop the habit of
procrastinating. Always remember TOMORROW
NEVER COMES !!! ❐

If you fail, never give up because F.A.I.L means ‘‘First attempt in

learning’’. End is not the end, in fact E.N.D. means ‘‘Effort Never

Dies’’. If you get No as an answer, remember N.O. means

‘‘Next Oppotunity’’. So lets be positive.

—A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
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Success : Education is the Road to Success
✍ Raktim Bijoy Hazarika

Class : X, Section : C

Introduction :
Saying education is the road to success is just

another way of saying education is very important for
all of us in life; without education there would not be
a lot of progression in both our individual and
collective lives as human. It is very important that we
get education in order to get success in life. Most
times, people generally limit education to the four
walls of a classroom or a school.

Education has roots in every area of our existence;
education can be said to begin from the home; parents
and family members educate and train the children on
good characters that they should imbibe and teach them
to remove some habits and characters. All of these
good characters imbibed by the child through education
at home can help the child become very successful in
future. We all know that without good characters and
morals, it is extremely hard to become successful or
make it in life as people would not want to be
associated with such person. We are also educated on
good communication and interpersonal skills that are
very necessary for us to make it and become successful
in life.

Importance of Education to Success
We need to know the true value and worth of

education. Education helps to facilitate our skill,
knowledge and learning; it gives us a different view of
the world and refines our personality, helping us to
build very positive attitudes. Education is a totally
essential tool ensuring a bright future.

Education can serve as a tool in achieving
anything and everything good about life. When we get
a high level and degree of education, we earn respect
and recognition from our family and the society at
large.

Education can go a very long way in changing our
thoughts and level of reasoning; it broadens our world
view and provides us with the opportunity to get

knowledge and technical skills that are highly needed
in life. We can improve our knowledge level and skill
by watching educational documentaries and programs
on the TV, reading the news and keeping up to date
with all of the happenings all over the world, reading a
lot of books that can educate us. Education can go a
long way to make us into more rational and civilized
people. Education guarantees our place among people
in the society and can help us achieve all of our dreams
and aspirations in life.

Education and Success
Success is the goal of all of us and it is our

mission. Life can sometimes be full of different
opportunities and challenges. Success can only be
attained if we have all of the required and needed tools.

The most important tool for success is education
because without education, we wouldn’t be able to have
a wide view of the world and be able to innovate and
develop. A lot of youths and children today cite the
examples of the successful people that didn’t graduate
from school and still went ahead to be successful in
life.

MARK ZUCKERBERG, the founder of
FACEBOOK famously did not graduate from Harvard
university but still went ahead to become very
successful. The truth is even though MARK didn’t
graduate, he was well educated and wouldn’t have been
able to start FACEBOOK if he had no knowledge of
coding and wasn’t enrolled in Harvard at all. From him,
we can learn that education isn’t limited and can
basically be any way of widening our knowledge and
improving ourselves.

We should never confuse education with getting a
diploma or a degree. Only education in or out of school
can make us be successful in life and give us the true
career we want. Without education, life would be
totally meaningless. The only path to true success in
life is education, every one that has been, is and would
be successful in life needs education to do that. ❐
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SURGICAL STRIKE
✍ Anurag Chowdhury

Class : VI, Section : E

What is a Surgical Strike ?
A Surgical Strike is a military attack which is

intended to damage only a legitimate military target,
with no minimal collateral damage to surrounding
structures, vehicles, building, or the general public
infrastructure and utilities. Two Surgical Strikes
performed by India are :

URI : The Surgical Strike
Four terrorist attacked 12th Brigade of the army

in URI Sector on September 18, 2016, Sunday. At
around 5.15 am, terrorists attacked the administrative
block of army. Unarmed soldiers were there, refilling
diesel in barrels from fuel tanks. Springing a
surprise, terrorists lobbed 17 grenades in 3 minutes.
This caused massive fire in the barracks and tents in
about 150 metre radius, where 13 jawaans were
burnt alive instantaneously. Many others received
severe burns.

Nearly after 10 days of URI attack, India
carried out SURGICAL STRIKES in Pakistan

occupied Kashmir [PoK]. The response, first of its
kind across the Pakistan border during peace time,
was based on specific intelligence, claim reports.

PULWAMA : The Air Strike

On February 14, 2019, Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway was attacked by a vehicle borne
suicide bomber at Lethpora in the Pulwama district,
Jammu and Kashmir, India. The attack resulted in
the deaths of 40 Central Reserve Police Force [CRPF]
personnel and the attacker. The responsibility for the
attack was claimed by Pakistan based Islamist
militant group Jaish-E-Mohammed. The attacker was
Adil Ahmad Dar, a local from Pulwama district and
member of Jaish-E-Mohammed.

PM Narendra Modi said ‘‘Sacrifices of jawaans
will not go into vain. I will take the revenge of a
single drop of blood’’. He took the revenge of
Pulwama attack through an AIR STRIKE. It was also
named as SURGICAL STRIKE 2.0. ❐
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TRUST— Really Matters
✍ Angika Bora

Class : IX, Section : C

I think the most expensive thing in the world is
TRUST, it can take years to earn and just a matter

of seconds to lose. It has no particular definition but
TRUST can be said indirectly as a person’s love for
someone which gives them the power to believe in
them. Nowadays it is really hard to believe or trust
someone because it is the age of corruption and lies.
People lie to each other like it is nothing and never
even think about it because nothing really happens
and we really don’t care about it but for me I think
it’s bad, I don’t say that I don’t lie or I am a very
trustable person but I and everyone have become like
this because no one really cares and our society has
become like this. When someone says they trust
someone it is a very big thing and we should respect
it and try to save and keep it but some people break

the trust and it leaves the other person heart broken.
Many people have broken my trust too and not once
but many times like my best friend, close friends,
cousins, relatives, and especially friends. It really
leaves me with the question that whom should I
trust ? Why is there no such rule like if someone
breaks someone’s trust, they will be jailed ? Trust is
really very important to me in every relationship and
we should try to keep it and respect it, even when
you open my rough copy you can see all sorts of
thing about trust and friendship because it is
important to me. I haven’t truly found it in my life
yet but I will surely keep on searching till the end. ❐

‘‘Love all, trust a few, do wrong to none.’’

—William Shakespeare

The Value of Educational Films
✍ Shahnaj Sharvin Choudhury

Class : IX, Section : B

The cinema is a marvellous gift of the modern
age. Apart from great pleasure, it gives us a

means of entertainment. It is in many ways a means
of education in itself; and no patron of the cinema
can ever be called illiterate.

The cinema is also a very valuable asset to
educationist in imparting knowledge. The film
companies from time to time produce historical
pictures which are of great help in the teaching and
learning of history. A couple of hours spent in the
company of historical personages dressed in proper
dress of the period can teach us far more than

learning from a whole week’s browsing of a
historical text book. Even some of Shakespeare’s
dramas and comedies have been filmed, and we
thereby gain a much better idea of the play than just
a casual reading of it.

But of far greater importance is the use of the
film in the teaching of science and industry.
Scientific films presenting the habits, customs,
growth and activity of animals, plants, micro-
organisms and flowers in a magnified form are
intensely interesting and instructive. Thus, the film
helps in the spreading of education. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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CHILD LABOUR : A CURSE
✍ Harshita Deka

Class : X, Section : A

Child labour refers to the employment of children
in any work that deprives children of their

childhood, interferes with their ability to attend regular
school, and that is mentally, physically, socially or
morally dangerous and harmful. It is a curse for the
society as well as nation. The children are forced to
work for free or for meagre amount of money. There
are around 132 million children under 15 years of age
working in the land around the world ! Most child
workers can be found in Sub-Saharan Africa, South
Asia and Latin America.

The main reason for child labour is poverty. Most
of the country’s population suffers from poverty. Due
to poverty, parents can not afford the studies of their
children and make them earn their wages from a tender
age. In fact, they are well aware of the grief of losing
their loved ones to poverty many times. The other
reasons are illiteracy, lack of well-to-do etc. No one

cares for these children, neither their family nor their
friends. Depression, hopelessness, shame, guilt, anxiety
are some of the horrible emotional effects of child
labour. Malnutrition is also common in these children
involved in works which results in stunted growth, loss
of vision, loss of energy etc.

Many campaigns, acts etc. have been introduced
to make awareness of child labour. The most famous
was Bachpan Bachao Andolan is an India based
movement campaign for the rights of children. It was
started in 1980 by Nobel laureate Mr. Kailash
Satyarthi. It’s focus has centered on ending bonded
labour, child labour and human trafficking, as well as
demanding the right to education for all children. The
Government should take active measure and provide
opportunities to these children so that they may
improve themselves. Scheme should be implemented to
provide them with a better future and this in turn will
contribute towards the development of the nation. ❐

Video Games— Good or Evil ?
✍ Arpita Dutta

Class : IX, Section : D

We all should play games to make our body fit and
fine and also for our entertainment. But

although being entertaining, playing video games in
our mobile phones won’t make us healthy. Recently, a
mobile game has really reached the peak of popularity
named as Player Unknown Battle Grounds, in short
PUBG. We all have definitely heard about this game.
The game is designed by Brendon Greene and is
developed by Bluehole and PUBG Corporation. Now
the question that arises is, is this game bad ? Does it
have a bad effect ? Well, no one can stop you from

playing the game. But if you take the game too
seriously then it can definitely have a bad effect on you,
especially students who waste their precious time
playing the game instead of studying and even adults
leaving their work behind and doing the same thing.

We all know how excess use of anything may be
harmful to one’s health. Therefore, being concerned
human beings, we must take care while playing such
games. We should limit our time and take these games
only for entertainment purpose, rather than wasting
hours and hours of the day after these addictions. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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Peace begins with a Smile
✍ Sudarshana Barman

Class : VIII, Section : E

Peace begins with a smile, these words were said
by Mother Teresa long back but it still makes a

lot of sense in us. A smile is not just a superficial
gesture that starts and ends on a face. It comes from
the heart and touches the heart of the recipient. Love
and peace can work wonders.

Mother Teresa and Mahatma Gandhi, two
advocates of peace have proven to the world that a
smile goes a long way and a smile has never hurt
anyone. Well, what is a beautiful smile ? A beautiful
smile can be one of the  person’s greatest attributes.
A smile in your face can make you more appealing
and appear more trust worthy.

A smile is so valuable that it can’t be bought,
begged, borrowed or taken away against your will. A
smile make a person’s day, anybody’s day, even a
stranger’s day. A smile is infectious. Every true smile
that you give to others is an act of love. It is always
nice to have a person in your life who has the ability
to make you want to smile even if, when they are not
around.

Having said that, there is an immense power in
a smile which can be found within a smile. A smile
conveys feelings of happiness, life and hope and
positivity to any one who sees it or gives it. Yeah !
peace begins with a smile but gets mature with
kindness. Smiling and laughing can always lift a bad
mood. Smiling is contagious.

When people look at a genuine smile of a child,
most probably, they cannot resist themselves to take
him/her in their arms or on their lap. It effects just
like magic. Your true love towards anyone is also not
possible without a true smile. Everyone looks
beautiful and smart when he/she smiles. You are
never fully dressed without a smile.

Your smile brightens the lives of all who sees it.
So, for someone who has a dozen people in their life
who just frown, scowl or turn their faces away, your
smile is like the sun breaking through the clouds.

So guys, keep smiling always, because life is so
beautiful and there’s so much to smile about !! ❐
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HOW TO BECOME LESS BITTER
✍ Bidisha Das

Class : VIII, Section : E

DON’T LET BITTER AND UNHAPPY PERSON
DRAG YOU DOWN TO THEIR LEVEL.

INSTEAD USE THEIR BEHAVIOUR AS AN EXAMPLE
OF HOW NOT TO BEHAVE LIKE THEM AND BE
GRATEFUL YOU ARE NOTHING LIKE THEM.

I’ve had an aversion to writing about this for a
while. Perhaps, it’s too private or esoteric, but I think
that many of us go through life carrying some
underlying bitterness and resentment without really
knowing how to tackle it.

If left to grow, it can become habitual, and once
it is habit, you begin seeing the world through a
negative lens. Sooner or later, you will find yourself
unwillingly perceiving things negatively in entirely
unrelated circumstances, clouding your judgement,
limiting your growth and discouraging you. You will
see wrong doing everywhere and a veil of cynicism
will blind you of what is right. Plus, bitterness is also
pretty demanding. It’s an exhausting way to live on
top of all the other things you have to manage. It
restricts you from applying your talents to the best of
your ability. So, you’ve got bitterness in your life,
but why ?

Everybody has their own story, but ultimately it
is often a manifestation of two primary, instinctive
emotions : fear and disappointment. Bitterness is your
minds way of saying ‘‘That was horrible, I don’t want
you to go through that ever again, so I’am going to
remind you about it at any given opportunity.’’
Essentially, it’s an evasion strategy, blinding you from
seeing what is really in front of you.

When we encourage damaged parts of ourselves
to reopen, we don’t have to resort to casting a self
righteous mask over events. There’s series of steps
you can take to mind yourself of the bitterness and
back to healthy functioning.

Letting go of bitterness is nothing less than an
act of personal freedom. Choose to let go of your
bitter instincts, even though you have all the reason
in the world to hold on to them because, in the end,
you’re only hurting yourself.

SO HOW DO WE CLEAN OUR SYSTEM OF
BITTERNESS ?

ACCEPT THAT YOU ARE STILL BITTER AND
IT’S A PROBLEM.

Accepting that it’s an issue is the first step to
overcome bitterness. You know that, to some extent,
this underlying bitterness and resentment are
contributing to your ‘bad days’.

You can only begin to tackle the problem when
you acknowledge and accept it. Accept that
bitterness is there but also understand that it is just a
thought, a frame of mind, and can dissipate just as
quickly as any other thought. At one time, it was real
but now it’s only kept alive by the thought in your
mind and that, in itself, is very empowering.

Bitterness is an illness of mind and the absence
of the core values that define a happy life can lead
anyone astray. However its okay to feel the
negativities around you but have to snap out of them
as soon as you can before it’s too late. ❐

‘‘LOVE KEEPS NO RECORD OF WRONGS, BUT
BITTERNESS KEEPS DETAILED ACCOUNTS.’’

—CRAIG GROESCHEL
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A TRUE FRIEND
✍ Ananya Choudhury

Class : IX, Section : C

We all think of at least a single person when we
hear of the term ‘true friend’, don’t we ? It’s

because we all have one. It doesn’t matter who that
person is. It’s not important that he or she has to be
of the same age as ours. That friend can be your
classmate, senior, junior, neighbour, cousin, relative,
sibling or even your parents.

A true friend is the one who will always be
there by your side no matter what you go through. A
true friend is the one who will celebrate your success
and support you in your failure as well, who will
pick you up when you fall, who will understand your
emotions instead of making a joke of it, who will
show you the right path and encourage you for it,
who will take care of you when you’re not well, who
will never be selfish, who will protect you from
anything bad. And, make a note of it, if you’ve got
someone who is like this, believe me, you’ve got a
great gift from God and you should be really grateful
for them. If you have a friend like this, make sure
you do the same thing to them too. Who knows ? You
guys could become an example for true friends ?

People say, when you do not have something,
you value a lot for it. When you have it, gradually,
the value becomes less for it. And once you lose it,
it is the most valuable for you. And so, if you’ve got
a friend, a true one, learn to value it. Not everyone
has a friend like that. It’s never easy to find one. It
takes days to make a deep bond and if it breaks for
once, even if you join it, it’ll never be the same,
though this goes to all the relatives you have with
everyone in your life, not only friendship that’s why
we should take care of our bonds.

If you’ve got a true friend, you’re really lucky.
If you’ve not, don’t worry, it’s not the end of the
world. There’s a lot to one’s life, and in between of
that, you’ll surely find that friend. I do not have a
best friend, but I have some people in my life who
are important to me as good friends.

A true friend is the one who loves you, cares for
you, protects you and always stands by you. A true
friend is trustworthy and thus, will have a very
special place in your heart. ❐

●.............................................................................................●
‘‘When you’re in need of love they give you care and attention

Friends will be friends
When you’re through with life and all hope is lost
Hold out your hand ‘cause friends will be friends

Right till the end.’’

[Taken from the album A Kind of
Magic (1986) by Queen]

●.............................................................................................●
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Don’t Regret about the Past
✍ Yukta Sharma

Class : IX, Section : A

Life is just too short to think about our dreadful
experiences. At times some people regret about their

past thinking whatever bad had happened with them.
According to me never think of what had

happened in the past in a negative way. Don’t think,
‘‘Oh God ! Why it happened ?’’ Just think, ‘‘Thank God
it happened !’’ Though it gave us thorns which were
unable to pluck off but along with the thorns it also
empowered us to deal with it for our entire lifespan.
These things will inspire us to not make the same
mistakes which we made in our past. We should always
remember that mistakes are the stepping stones to
success and at times our single mistake may
completely change us and we are not  the person we
were.

Things never happen without any reason. There is
always a reason, a blessing or a lesson behind
everything. May be the reason was to make us aware of

something or to make us realise about something.
Whatever the reason was, it was decided by the
Almighty. But after that it just depends on us in what
means we think. Never take hold of anything negative
in life. If something has a negative side, it will also
possess a positive one.

The past was past, whatever took place was bound
to occur. But we can’t keep mourning over it. The only
option is to move on if we need to cherish our only life.
We should enjoy every moment of our life because
yesterday was something that cannot be changed and
tomorrow is something which cannot be predicted. But,
today is something that God has gifted us with which
we can enjoy to our fullest. Never let go of any chance
that our life provides because no one knows what will
happen tomorrow.

A happy mind always leads to a happy and a
spectacular life. ❐

Traffic in Guwahati
✍ Harshita Bhuyan

Class : VII, Section : A

All are in the race to cross the line first. Different
types of horns start roaring the street. People are

so busy that they can’t even wait for the red light to go
green. The countdown begins the last 5 seconds and
rush to the line. Will the difference of total of 5 seconds
make them reach their destination late ? I don’t think
so. Guwahati is a big and busy city. People in Guwahati
have no time to wait for others, even a single second is
a great deal for them. Unfortunately, we have little road
sense and perhaps no respect for traffic rules.
Whenever there is an accident they start blaming each
other. But the others don’t care. When the countdown
comes to 10 some in the line looks right and left
sensing the possibility to run away. On the other hand
there are others for the sake of their children to reach
school on time or else face the grumbling of teachers.
Instead of the right lane taking the left lane while

overtaking is what they choose to move a little faster
than other competitors. This leads to blockage of roads,
the traffic police pours his anger on the rickshaw
pullers for not being able to move faster. They also get
used to it and silently move away. I honestly get
annoyed with the youngsters riding bike without
silencers. They don’t even care to stop at signals. You
know young blood ! Traffic jam in Guwahati is like the
scene of a battlefront where everyone desperately tries
to reach their destination. But there are few responsible
ones. One must be logical. Blowing horns at the back
knowing that there are some reasons behind such a jam
is just not happening. The authorities must see that they
provide space for parking. A few steps and see the
change ! In a city like Guwahati everyone has to be fast
but you can’t fly over, you have to be on the road
according to the regulations. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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The Pillars of Happiness
✍ Anurag Kr. Tamuli

Class : IX, Section : D

Now, I acknowledge that you already are an
optimist or a potential, for you actually decided

to look through this little piece of my self-designed
article. Would this be helpful ? Well, I can at least
suggest that you should adhere to the fact that if you
master optimism, then it would prove itself to be
your own guardian angel who would be always
simplifying all your tasks which used to be
previously obnoxious for you and making it all a
sweet cakewalk without having to put the slightest
wince on your smiling face. Having the sangfroid
quality at its best while with the escort of optimism,
you’d be hemmed in to fain say that optimism is one
thing everybody needs.

Seems simple to think we can easily adhere
ourselves to positively but the simplest things end up
being nightmares to conquer. Out of oblivion of
Human Nature, we always end up comparing
ourselves to others. This always leads to us being all
miserable and pensive. We find ourselves so unlucky
that some slip into depression. Nobody wants to be
unhappy, right ?

Well, the best way to deal with this is to stop
comparing or to compare yourself to those who are
rather unlucky. At least right now, you have what you

have while some others are not even fortunate
enough to have what you always had. I can give you
a lifetime warranty card on this method. It would
always guard one against all kinds of sorrow,
depression and bad thoughts.

Sometimes, we are too anxious to think of
anything, mind totally obsessed with apprehensions.
This means for you to sit back relax and turn on
some of your favourites, for music is one thing that
calm one down the best and heal anything and
everything.

Repeated tries but we don’t succeed. That’s a
huge problem ! It might even make someone insane !
Well, it’s nothing serious. It’s as common as
laughing. It happens with everyone. Just cool down,
leave the mess for sometime and continue after you
think you’re totally ready.

And, it’s normal to think that only you are
facing so many troubles although the hard-to-believe
reality is that everyone faces the same troubles at
different times. One needs to think deeply about a
particular thing and go thither its roots to realize that
everything is still good and great. Only real optimists
can appreciate the might of this beautiful and
wonderful life. ❐

There are four pillars to happiness, which is the ultimate goal in life— to be
happy. Health is first, family is second, home is third. That safe place where
you can go to and regroup, be in a safe place by  yourself start over. Those
three things lead to the fourth pillar which is the hope and dream that
tomorrow is going to be better. Without that you have not much at all.

—Bill Walton
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Cleanliness in the Light of Religion
✍ Elvina Ahmed

Class : VI, Section : D

Cleanliness is the state of being clean and free
from germs, dirt, trash or waste and the habit of

achieving and maintaining the state. Cleanliness is
next to Godliness. Cleanliness is indispensable to our
modern notion of social perfection. A household or
workplace may be said to exhibit cleanliness, but not
ordinarily purity; cleanliness would also be a
characteristic of people who maintain cleanness or
prevent dirtying.

Cleanliness and religion have both been
connected to the pursuit of purity and many religious
rituals centre on physical cleanliness. Now, let us
observe the views of different religions on
cleanliness :

In Hinduism : In Hinduism, cleanliness is
described in the Bhagavad Gita as one of the divine
qualities which one must practice. The Srimad
Bhagavatam mentioned Saucam, the Sanskrit word
for cleanliness as a spiritual practice, purity of Atma,
one of the thirty qualities to be acquired and as a
virtue among those who have realized God.
Cleanliness characterizes the Satya Yuga (Golden
Age) of Hinduism. Cleanliness, as stated by many
Hindus scriptures, is a way relative to God.

In Islam : Cleanliness may be said as the core
of Islam. First lessons is Islamic manuals of

catechism are matters of cleanliness. The Quran
contains many verses which discuss cleanliness, for
example, ‘‘Allah loves those who make themselves
pure and clean’’. Ablution (wudu), a type of ritual
purification, before every prayer is a very important
part of a Muslim’s life. Special attention is given to
cleaning homes before the arrival of guests or before
fasts and on holy days and nigths.

In Christianity : Christianity  has always
placed a strong emphasis on cleanliness. The Bible
has many rituals of purification relating to childbirth,
skin diseases and animal sacrifices. The Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church prescribes several kinds
of hand washing, for example, after leaving a latrine,
lavatory or bathhouse or before prayers or after
eating a meal. The popes built baths within the
Church basilicas and monasteries since the early
Middle ages. Pope Gregory the great urged his
followers on the importance of cleanliness as a
bodily need.

The above analysis teaches us the importance of
cleanliness, which is an indispensable part of our
life. So, maintaining cleanliness is an essential part
of healthy living as it improves our personality by
keeping us clean both externally and internally. ❐

●...............................................................................................●
‘‘Cleanliness is the Hallmark of perfect standards and the best

quality inspector is the conscience’’.

—J.R.D Tata

●...............................................................................................●
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Love Yourself
✍ Ipsita Parasar

Class : IX, Section : C

‘‘The moment you start valuing yourself, the
world will start valuing you.’’

— Sandeep Maheshwari

‘Love yourself’ what exactly does it mean ?
Admiring yourself for what you are good at. It

doesn’t mean praising yourself in front of others. We
all live in the same world but we all have different
talents and potentials. You might not be good as
something but trust me, you are not bad at
everything. There is something unique in you. You
are special. And the moment you realize that you
will start loving yourself. Loving yourself is the key
to loving others. Look deep into your heart. What do
you like doing ?  Focus on what’s good in you.

Depression is a very common problem
nowadays. Why ? Because those who are depressed
lose hope. Do not compare yourself with others.
Why not try comparing yourself with your past self.
What you are today is it better than what you were
a year ago ? If not, then where are you lacking
behind ? Focus on improving yourself to be better
than who you were a year ago. The competition with
yourself will make you love yourself. Kick
depression out of your life !

Do you know about BTS’s album ‘‘Love
Yourself’’? It’s concept was based on loving

yourself. Try being the person you want to be. Going
in the right path won’t harm you. Indeed, it might be
difficult but don’t lose hope. Did you look back at
the background of BTS ? They went through a lot to
be where they are now. Today they are inspiring the
world with their music, but back in the past they
faced a lot of hardships. But they didn’t give up. And
now they are one of the best bands in the world.

Sandeep Maheshwari never fails to inspire me
when it comes to motivation. He is a motivational
speaker who himself went through so many
problems. And today he motivates people. He is a
successful person.

Well now, here are some tips to love yourself.
Overcome all the negative believes about yourself.
Do not focus on the negatives, focus on the positives.
Do not assume that the worst can happen. List your
positive attributes and reflect on them daily. Reward
yourself. Do things that make you feel good.
Summarizing it all in a short sentence— ‘‘Say bye
bye to negatives’’.

‘‘Trust yourself when in a maze
When winter passes spring always comes.’’

—Answer : Love myself (BTS) ❐

●...................................................................................................●
‘‘If you aren’t good at loving yourself, you will have a difficult

time loving anyone, since you’ll resent the time and
energy you give another person that you aren’t

even giving to yourself.’’

—Barbara de Angelis

●...................................................................................................●



Are we happier than our Ancestors ?
✍ Angshunabh S. Barua

Class : IX, Section : C

A person like Thoreau, the American writer who
influenced Mahatma Gandhi, may say that we

are unhappy because our life is complicated. So, he
would conclude that our ancestors were more happy.
In fact, Thoreau, like Gandhiji, wanted life to be
very simple. None can deny that our life has become
more complicated and in this respect, our ancestors
were more happy.

There is a great activity today. Modern man is
like frightened sheep running here and there.
Consequently they do not enjoy spiritual peace. Love
of money has killed our finer emotions. We consider
others as cogs in the machines. Similarly, our
attitude has become mechanical. Our ambitions are
very high, so we remain dissatisfied with ourselves.
Modern man thinks of crossing even those
limitations which earthly life puts upon him. Man
had lost faith in religion and moral values. As a
result of it, modern man is unhappy and frustrated.
He doesn’t enjoy spiritual peace.
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This is only one side of the picture. Modern
man has more comforts in life. He has knowledge
that gives him satisfaction. In this manner he hopes
to know the desire and motive of others. Modern
man enjoys all type of material possessions. Life has
become longer. Diseases can be controlled, hearts
can be transplanted etc. Modern man has access to
all types of knowledge. He can plan properly and
execute those plans properly. In this manner, he
enjoys all of those benefits which our ancestors
could never even dream of.

By comparing two sides of the picture we
conclude that our ancestors were happier. Their
wants were limited and they were self-satisfied. They
were religious in their views and quite well informed
about the purpose of human life on earth. Our
ancestors had nothing to fear. Thus, our immediate
ancestors were decidedly happier than the modern
man. ❐
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The Jallianwanwala Bagh Massacre
✍ Jenima Choudhury

Class : VI, Section : D

The Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, also known the
Amritsar Massacre, took place on 13 April, 1919

when Acting Brigadier General, Reginald Dyer
ordered troops of the British Indian Army to fire
their rifles into a crowd of unarmed Indian Civilians
in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab, killing at least
400 men and women, including 41 children. Over
1000 people were injured. The Jalianwala Bagh is a
public garden of 6 to 7 acres, walled on all sides,
with only five entrances. Dyer blocked the main
exits, and the troops continued to fire into the fleeing
civilians, for about 10 minutes until their ammunition
was almost exhausted.

On that day many villagers gathered in the Bagh
to celebrate the important Sikh festival of Baisakhi,
and peacefully protest the arrest and deportation of
two national leaders Satya Pal and Saifuddin
Kitchlew. Udham Singh who witnessed the massacre
first hand but managed to escape, decided to take the
revenge from General O’ Dyer. Later to complete his
resolution he joined the Gaddar Party in the year
1924. Then he completed his study and earned a
little money to buy weapons to kill General O’ Dyer.
He also travelled to several countries to execute his
mission, where he also got 5 years of jail for having
illegal weapons. But after being released from jail he
again started moving towards his goal. After this, in
1934, he went to London, where he also bought a
revolver with 6 bullets. While living in London,
Udham Singh had many such occasions where he

could kill General O’ Dyer, but no, Udham Singh
said ‘‘I can’t kill General Dyer like that because, he
killed my country men at the Grand Gathering. And
that’s why I am also going to kill him in that way.’’
Finally after 21 years on 13 March, 1940 the
opportunity arrived, while there was a program going
on in the honour of General Dyer, where Udham
Singh went towards the stage and shot Dyer to death
by driving three consecutive bullets.

And after the shot he too made himself very
relaxed to surrender. If Udham Singh wanted he
could also run away from the stage after killing
General O’ Dyer but he didn’t do it. When it was
asked in the court he said that ‘‘after my hanging to
death, thousands of Udham Singh like me will be
born in this country.’’ At last on 31st July 1940
Udham Singh was hung to death. But Udham Singh
will always be alive in our hearts. ❐

●...............................................................................................●
‘‘Thousands died

For freedom of billions....’’.
—Anonymous

●...............................................................................................●
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The Golden Era of Football
✍ Abhigyan Sarma

Class : IX, Section : D

Football ! Obviously is the most popular game  in
the world. Every person either old or young is a

fan of this game. Today’s generation knows quite
about Ronaldo, Messi, Neymar Jr. but do they know
about the old football stars the one who brought the
game before them, the ones whom our grandparents
enthusiastically applauded. The ones who were
admired very much by them. Obviously, I’m talking
about the legendary football stars of the 20th century.
So, here’s the top 5 legendary football stars of the
20th century :

a) Pelé : Who is the first person who comes to
your mind when you think about Brazilian
football ? PELÉ ! Nobody would deny the fact
that he is the greatest of all the Brazilian
footballers, the world has witnessed and also the
best footballer of all time. In 1999, Pelé was
declared ‘‘Athlete of the century’’ by IOC. He is
the custodian of various honours and he is all
set to auction a collection of his memorabilia
including his world cup medals soon.

b) Diégo Maradona : He is one of the greatest to
have graced the game. Maradona is most
famous for his highly controversial goal ‘‘Hand
of God’’ against England in a quarter final
match of the 1986 FIFA World Cup. His
incredible dribbling skills and passing proved
him as one of the best. His 66 yard dribble past
5 England players followed it up with the FIFA
goal of the century. He has also coached the
Argentine national side after retirement.

c) Michel Platini : French soccer star Michel
Platini won 3 straight Ballon d’ or Awards as a

player before becoming the president of the
UEFA in 2007. He was nicknamed ‘‘Le Roi’’,
which means ‘‘The King’’ due to his excellent
leadership skills. Platini holds the record for
most goals (9) scored in European Champion-
ships finals despite winning only once in 1984.
He was also named in the FIFA World Cup
dream team.

d) Franz Beckenbauer : There is something
special about him as he is one of the three
players to have won the World Cup as a player
and a manager. Starting off his career as a mid-
fielder, he later upgraded himself as a central
defender. He is also the inventor of the role
named as ‘sweeper-keeper’ or ‘Libero’. Presently,
he works as a pundit for Sky Germany.

e) Alfredo Di Stefano : This late football legend
not only played for the Spanish national football
team, but he was also a part of Colombia and
Argentina. Nick named as ‘Saeta Rubia’ for his
versality, he is the second highest goal scorer of
El Clasico, behind Lionel Messi. Often regarded
as one of the greatest assets of Real Madrid,
Pelé described him as ‘‘the most complete
player’’ in the history of the game.

Finally these were the stars of football whose
name will be written in golden letters in the game’s
history. Some others like Johan Cruff, Len Yashin,
Gary Lineker etc. also played an important role in
upholding the spirit of the game The 20th century is
also known as ‘The Golden Era of Football’’. ❐
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The Fascinating World of English Literature
✍ Krishanu Bikram Choudhury

Class : X, Section : A

Literature comes from the Latin word ‘litera’
which means ‘acquainted with letters’. English

literature generally spans from the 1500s to the
present. English literature is said to have begun
around the year 1450. The world of English literature
includes a variety of literary works like novels,
stories, poems, nonfiction and plays composed in
English. These works cover numerous varied themes
like education, science, society, family, love, nature,
childhood, patriotism, philosophy, religion and
so on.

For instance, some of the evergreen poems of
English literature are ‘Paradise Lost’ by John Milton,
‘The Road not Taken’ by Robert Frost, ‘Daffodils’ by
William Wordsworth, ‘The Tyger’ by William Blake
etc. In the fiction genre, some of the best all time
novels are ‘Great Expectations’ by Charles Dickens,
‘1984’ by George Orwell, ‘Wuthering Heights’ by
Emily Bronte, ‘Robinson Crusoe’ by Daniel Defoe

etc. Another significant genre in English Literature is
stories and some of the poignant stories from the
world’s most wonderful writers are ‘A Haunted
House’ by Virginia Woolf, ‘Shooting an Elephant’ by
George Orwell, ‘The Nightingale and the Rose’ by
Oscar Wilde, ‘The Snows of Kilimanjaro’ by  Ernest
Hemingway and ‘Three Questions’ by Leo Tolstoy.

Works of literature, at their best, provide
representations of human society. From the writings
of ancient civilizations such as Egypt and China to
Greek philosophy and poetry, from the epics of
Homer to the plays of William Shakespeare, from
Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte to Maya Angelou,
works of literature give insight and context to all the
world’s societies. In this way, literature is more than
just a historical or cultural artifact; it can serve as an
introduction to a new world of experience. The more
writers we read, the better grows our understanding
of ourselves and the societies around us. ❐
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Some of the Hunted Dolls in the World
✍ Pratyashi Saikia

Class : IX, Section : D

By the way do you believe in ghosts ? If you ask
me, I will say kind of, but wait ! What is

ghosts? Mostly when we think about it, some would
say a creepy creature that will haunt you forever and
some would directly say its some kind of movie or
joke. I totally think that atleast 40% of the world
believes in ghost or may be more ? I too sometimes
think that these are some stupid rumours that people
spread but then when it comes to the most creepiest
and scariest doll in the world— Annabelle doll, than
what would you say. It can literally send shivers
down your spine. Do you know it is still kept in the
Warrens’ Occult Museum in Monrse, Connecitcut,
which is said to be haunted (the doll is said to be
haunted).

By the way then comes the Voodoo doll, which
many people have experienced it and has known the
side effects of this doll by making it. I would say that
never try to make this doll for safety. In early years,
it was used for religious matters, but as time passed

people thought it as a game and faced a lot of
paranormal activities. It is  also believe that this doll
is used to mostly hurt people or kill them but yet, its
not confirmed. Then I would like to say the— Robert
(doll) mostly is not very familiar as if you look at it,
its just any ordinary monkey kind of doll sitting in a
chair wearing a sailors dress. Its not as famous as the
Annabelle doll. Robert (doll) is known as Robert the
doll, Robert the haunted doll or Robert the
Enchanted doll, which is exhibited at the East
Martello Museum. The doll is said to have
supernatural abilities that allows it to move, change
facial expression or make giggling sounds. Many
legends say that the doll has caused ‘‘car accidents,
broken bones, job loss, divorce and a cornucopia or
misfortune’’, and museum visitors supposedly
experience ‘‘post-visit misfortunes’’ for ‘‘failing to
respect Robert’’.

By the way, we still don’t know that these dolls
are actually haunted or its just myths and kept in
museums for other reasons. ❐
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Tornadoes
✍ Bhumeeka Dutta

Class : VII, Section : B

A tornado is a rapidly rotating column of air that
is in contact with the surface of the earth. The

windstorm is often referred to as a twister, whirlwind
or cyclone. Tornadoes come in many shapes and
signs and they are often visible in the form of a
condensation funnel. Most tornadoes have wind
speed less than 110 miles per hour (180 km/h) are
about 250 feet (80m) across and travel a few miles
before dissipating. The most extreme tornadoes can
attain wind speeds of more than 300 miles per hour
(480 km/h) are more than two miles (3 km) in
diameter and stay on the ground for dozens of miles
(more than 100 km).

Tornadoes occur most frequently in North
America, particularly in central and southeastern
regions of the united states colloquially known as
tornado valley, as well as in southern Africa,
northeastern  and southeast Europe, western and
southeastern Australia, New Zealand, Bangladesh
and adjacent eastern India and south-eastern South
America.

There are several scales for rating the strength
of tornadoes. The fujita scale rates tornadoes by
damage caused and has been replaced in some
countries by the updated enhanced fujita scale. AN,
FO or EF5 tornado, the strongest category rips
buildings off their foundations and can deform large

skyscrapers. The similar TORRO scale ranges from a
T0 for extremely weak tornadoes to T11 for the most
powerful tornadoes. Doppler radar data, photo-
grammetry and ground. Patterns may also be
analyzed to determine intensity and assign a rating.
The most extreme tornado in recorded history was
Tri-state Tornado, which spread through parts of
Missouri, Illinois and Indiana on March 18, 1925. It
is considered an F5, even though tornadoes were not
ranked on any scale at the time. It holds records for
longest path length at 219 miles (352 KM), longest
duration at about 3½ hours and fastest forwarded
speed for a significant tornado at 73 mph (117
km/h) anywhere on earth.

The deadliest tornado in world history was
Daulatpur-Saturia tornado in Bangladesh on April
26, 1989, which killed approximately 1,300 people.
The 2011 super outbreak was the most profile
tornado in history. It produced 360 tornadoes, with
216 of those in a single 24 hour period on April 27
including 11EF4 and 4EF5 tornadoes. 348 deaths
occurred in the outbreak, of which 324 were tornado
related. The outbreak helped smash the record for
most tornadoes in the month of April with 770
tornadoes, almost triple the prior record (267 in
April, 1974). The overall record for a single month
was 542 in May, 2003, which was also broken. ❐

●..........................................................................................................●
‘‘There are two big forces at work, exernal and internal. We have very little

control over external forces such as tornadoes, earthquakes, floods,
disasters, illness and pain. What really mattes is the internal force.

How do I respond to those disasters ? Over that
I have complete control’’.

—Leo Buscaglia

●.........................................................................................................●
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Top 10 Oldest Living Beings on Earth
✍ Sudad-Al-Haz

Class : VIII, Section : E

We all know that death is a common thing for
all living beings. Every living being has to

die. For e.g. an average age of a human being is 60-
70  years. Well, sometimes they can live for over 90
years but ultimately they die. In nature, animals
rarely approach their maximum possible age because
of very high death due to infant mortality, predators
etc. Well surprisingly enough, there are creatures
which have managed to live for a long time and one
of them is actually immortal ! I am going to tell
about it and also other top oldest living being from
my list.

●●●●● Red Sea Urchins : Red Sea Urchins are
believed to be almost immortal. They are found
in the shallow waters of the Pacific Ocean along
the West Coast of North America. These small,
spiny creatures have been known to live for
more than 200 years.

●●●●● Koi Fish : Koi Fish usually live for 25-30 years
but there are reports of Koi fish that have
reached age of over 200 years old ! One famous
Koi in Japan, named Hanako died in 1977 and
study of the growth rings of one of her scale
reported that she was 226 years old ! This made
her older than the discovery of the North
America.

●●●●● Long Finned Eel : Native to New Zealand and
Australia, these eels often lived to 60 years old
with the longest finned eel recorded as being
106 years old ! Like the green land shark, these
fish grow slowly which is why they can grow so
old.

●●●●● Macaues : These long tailed, often colourful
New World parrots can live upto 60-80 years.

They are mostly found in Central America,
North America (only Mexico) and in Caribbean
islands. Unfortunately, the majority of Macaues
are now endangered in the wild and a few are
already extinct due to habitat degradation and
the illegal pet trade.

●●●●● African Elephant : The African Elephants are
the largest serving land animals which have an
average life span of 70 years. But recent
Zimbawean study has found that the African
Elephants can also live for more than 90 years.

●●●●● Galapagos Giant Tortoise : The largest living
species of tortoise that can live for more than
100 years. The oldest one recorded was about
152 years. The most famous Galapagos Tortoise
was ‘‘Lonesome George’’, a sub species who
lived on the islands, was about 100 years and
still classed as a young adult. He had become an
ambassador of sorts for the islands of the coast
of Equador, whose unique flora and fauna
helped inspire Charles Darwin’s theory of
evolution.

●●●●● Bow Headed Whales : Bow headed whales
have an average life span of 200 years and are
the second largest mammal after blue whales.
Their old age was discovered when a live
mammal was found with a harpoon that dated to
over 100 years ago embedded in it’s skin !

●●●●● The Green land Shark : These sharks can
reach ages of 200 years old although one
individual was found that was 400 years old
making it the oldest vertebrate in the world.
They live so long because they grow very
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slowly, about 1 cm a year and reach maturity at
about 100 years old, now that’s a long
childhood.

●●●●● Ocean Quahog : Some collected specimens
have been calculated to be more than 400 years
old. These animals show exceptional longevity
with a highest reported age, for ‘Ming’, the
clam of 507 years. The clam was so named as
it would have been alive during the Ming
Chinese Dynasty.

●●●●● Turritopsis Dohrnii : This species of jellyfish
are found in the Mediterranean sea and in the
water of Japan. These Jellyfishes in fact, are
Immortal ! Yeh ! This jellyfish lives forever. It
was first discovered in 1883 in the
Mediterranean sea. Most amazing fact is that it
can revert back to its premature state when
exposed to stress or injury. Even they are
immortal, they don’t live forever as they can be
eaten by other animals. ❐

TRUTH IN TRUST
✍ Sehnas Nahar

Class : IX, Section : C

‘TRUST’ I think everyone of you are familiar
with this word, which is very important in each

and everyone’s life.

Trust is the thing that everybody in this world
desire, or at least should desire from one another.
Who wants a FRIENDSHIP or RELATIONSHIP
without trust ? NOBODY DOES. Without trust, there
is no friendship, there is no love. I believe that trust
is an even greater compliment than to be loved ! I
believe George Macdonald said it but when he stated
‘‘TO BE TRUSTED IS A GREATER COMPLIMENT
THAN TO  BE LOVED.’’ When I read this quote for
the first time, I thought to myself, ‘‘WOW, that is so
true. How can you be loved if you are not trusted
first ?’’

It is a special thing to be trusted by someone. To
be told, you are trusted is an even greater feeling, but
you should never take advantage of somebody’s trust
in you. It is never a good thing and will only lead to
distrust. Trust should be valued highly and seen as a

true Bond between two Friends or Mates. It should
be thought of as the glue in the RELATIONSHIP.

I easily trust people a little too much when I
first meet someone but that is just the way I am.
BUT, many of my FRIENDS, MATES and my
LOVED ONES broke my trust. Now it will take a lot
to RE-GAIN that trust to them.

Having somebody to trust is a wonderful
feeling. Knowing that you have somebody to talk to
about anything you might have going on in your life
is great. The feeling of being trusted might possibly
be one of the best feeling you will ever know. If you
do not know of anybody you truly trust then I believe
that you should find someone and build that
friendship with a glue called TRUST and may be you
will help that person and even yourself in ways
you’ve never known. ❐

‘‘LOVE ALL, TRUST A FEW, DO WRONG TO
NONE.’’ —UNKNOWN

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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Global Warming
✍ Hirakjyoti Talukdar

Class : IX, Section : C

Global warming is simply the biggest problem
these days. It has a huge side effect on the

planet, humanity and our future.

Basic notions on global warming

Global warming occurs because of the green
house effect. In essence, carbon dioxide and similar
gases are trapped in the atmosphere. They make the
atmosphere thicker and trap the temperature. The
temperature is rising, which is defined as global
warming. Keep in mind that the entire planet is
affected by this effect, even in areas where the
temperature is extremely low.

Causes of global warming

There are two main reasons why this happens.
Unfortunately both are huge and they have a severe
effect on the planet. In addition, they have caused
global warming since the early twentieth century.
These are—

a) Deforestation : The destruction of forests
across the planet, in order to obtain wood and
usable space is the main reasons for global
warming. Every day, millions of trees are cut
down and destroyed. Everyone needs several
decades to develop, but we destroy in minutes.

b) Industrial emissions : Factories around the
world are having a negative effect on the
environment. Most of them produce carbon
dioxide, especially those that use some form of
heat and produce smoke. In addition, energy
production also leads to carbon dioxide
emissions.

Effects :

Global warming affects the entire planet and
causes many serious problems that are
extremely difficult to solve. Even if we stop all
CO2 emissions today, it would not stop global
warming and its dangerous effects instantly.

Climate change : As a result of global
warming, the average temperature is rising. This
results in an increased number of extreme
weather conditions. The water level will be
increased due to a higher temperature, the polar
ice caps will melt. They are already melting.
This is the main reason why the sea level will
be increased.

Human Health : Humans will begin to suffer
from tropical diseases and hunger. This is also
happening right now, but in the future it will be
increased.

Prevention of global warming : In order to
prevent or at least slow down global warming,
some measures should be taken. Planting trees
is the first and most important. It also means
that we must stop destroying forests. Reduce
CO2 emissions in the atmosphere. We need to
close old factories, start using alternative energy
sources and reduce the number of cars.

The final thought : The most important thing
to remember is that global warming is
happening right now and it needs to be stopped.
It will not be too late if the whole human race
begins to protect the planet. So, we have to save
our planet right now otherwise we don’t have
any future. ❐
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How to use more of our brain
✍ Priyampa Sharma

Class : VIII, Section : B

Ever thought if we could solve that 3 page
lengthy problem of that mathematics class in a

matter of second. Or why a computer can multitask
so better but we humans, who created it, couldn’t
even thought what would happen if we use 100% of
our brain ? Well, if all these tasks were done in the
blink of an eye then it would turn very comfortable
for the human race.

It is possible to use 100% of our brain but
remember before that.....

If we use our 100% of brain then we are the one
who is immortal and immovable living things in the
world. We have to only order in our mind that will
be in front of us. If we use our 20% of brain that will
be our new revolution in the human brain nowadays
common people use their 8% of brain.

Technically speaking it is not possible to use
100% of our brain for a single activity. But there is
a fact that the way we increase our strength by
muscular training similarly there are ways we can
unlock or just use a higher percentage of our brain.
The capabilities of our brain can be explained by
maintaining our health and challenging our self to
new things.

1. Healthy Routine : A healthy balanced diet, full
nights sleep, avoiding the use of tobacco these
are also certain factors which help in  increasing
the power of the brain.

2. Try hard things : Scientists have found out that
engaging our brain in some particularly hard
and rigorous games or read a hard book which

provides some new vocabulary as these helps us
improve our fluid intelligence.

3. Try new things : As soon as we master at one
task we should start the other one, the reason
being simple that is once our brain becomes
efficient it stops trying new possibilities for a
problem. So we should always be trying new
things.

4. Stimulate our brain : Spending some time
with  nature, this helps us stimulate our brain
and even improve cognitive function.

5. Get at least 20 minutes of aerobic activity
everyday : Getting our blood flowing actually
gets our brain flowing. After 20 minutes of
exercise we will boost our memory, information
processing and neuroplasticity.

6. Eat plenty of Omega-3 fatty acids : These
acids help the brain to process information
efficiently. The best Omega-3 acid foods are
mackerel, salmon, walnuts, chia seeds, herring,
flaxseeds and tuna.

Technology has been a boon for our generation.
However in today’s world, technology effects our
brain negatively. In many cases, it has been observed
that internet / gaming addiction leads to shrinkage of
tissue volume in the brain. Apart from this, it leads
to anxiety, depression and sometime to even suicidal
thoughts thus disturbing our mental equilibrium. It is
even recommended that we should stop relying on
machines for basic functions such as calculators or
GPS navigators. This way we do not allow our brains
to exercise which in turn inhibits in expanding our
brain beyond its limits. ❐
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Black Hole : A Mystery
✍ Jigyas Das

Class : VII, Section : A

Recently scientists of NASA discovered the first
ever image of a black hole. This created a new

milestone in cosmology (study of space) and has
taken science to a new level. But it didn’t catch
much attention as many people are unaware about
space. So let us know about black holes briefly.

A Black Hole is a region of space-time from
which nothing can escape, not even light. It has an
extremely high gravitational field which sucks in
everything that gets close to it. There are four types
of black holes : stellar, intermediate, supermassive,
and miniature. The most commonly known way a
black hole forms is by stellar death. As stars reach
the ends of their lives, most will inflate, lose mass,
and then cool to form white dwarfs. But the largest
of these fiery bodies, those at least 10 to 20 times as
massive as our own sun, are destined to become
either super-dense neutron stars or so-called stellar-
mass.

It is believed that the smallest black holes
formed when the universe began. Stellar black holes
are formed, when the center of a huge star falls upon
itself, or collapses. When this happens, it is called a
Supernova. When it explodes, it scatters most part of
the star into the void of space, but leaves behind a
small core that may become a neutron star. If the

remnant core is large enough, it forms into a black
hole— the dark star.

Though it is impossible to see a black hole
scientists infer their presence with the help of special
techniques. Matter spiralling into a black hole
accelerates and heats up and is torn apart and
simultaneously glows so brightly that it creates the
brightest objects in the Universe called Quasars.

Although black holes are capable of destroying
galaxies, we are quite safe as earth’s nearest black
hole is billions and billions of kilometers far.
However scientists assume black holes are
something more than dead stars. Some assume
entering black hole can send us to another
dimensions or time, which scientists cannot explain.
One may be transported to future or past or to some
other Universe, etc. are some assumptions. However
no one has ever seen a black hole. It is something
which cannot be seen but only its presence can be
felt. Even though NASA confirms that it has
captured the first ever image of the black hole,
scientists assume that the image was not really a
black hole but only its radiations.

Some think black holes are frightening, some
think they are exciting, some think them to be space
monsters; some think they are homes of aliens but
still they remain a Mystery which is yet to be
discovered. ❐

6 MIND BLOWING SCIENTIFIC FACTS

❖ Black holes do not suck

❖ Black holes could spawn new universes

❖ Black holes literally pull the space around
them.

❖ Black holes are ultimate energy factors.

❖ Black holes will spaghettify you and every-
thing else.

❖ Black holes slow down time.
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ESCALOFRIANTE !
✍ Y. Shristi Singha

Class : VIII, Section : B

Initially I thought to pen down a ghostly story
about a girl with red eyes for the school magazine

but, as usual it didn’t work out or needless to say it
wasn’t scary at all ! And yes, I know that I usually
don’t write such tales but I thought of giving it a
try......

Anyway instead of that now I am thinking to
bring you a few of the haunted places of the world.
Hence spookiness is on its way !

GREYFRIARS KIRKYARD, Scotland

It is a cemetery in Edinburgh which is popular
for being one of the haunted places and all thanks to
the rumoured tale which states that. A homeless man,
once broke into Sir George Mackenzie’s mausoleum
and ever since then many paranormal activities have
been reported.

THE TOWER OF LONDON, England

The tower of London is one of the haunted
places in the world as several princes and others have
been executed in the tower itself that dates back to
1078. The local tower guards have been reported
seeing the headless ghosts of Lady Jane Grey, Anne
Boleyn and two princes who murdered their uncle
Richard III— in 1483.

EDINBURGH CASTLE, Scotland

This iconic heritage is becoming a popular
tourist destination and is known to be home to a
spectral dig, a headless drummer and a phantom
piper. Also, several volunteers and scientists have
reported ghost sightings.

ARADALE LUNATIC ASYLUM, Australia

This spot in Victoria is the largest abandoned
mental hospital. It was opened in 1867 and this 60-
building complex housed some of the worst lunatics
of the British Empire. Stories of the ghost of Nurse
Kerry have made it popular in Australia and this
ghost is believed to haunt the women’s ring. Another
popular tale is of the many patients who were forced
to leave that asylum when it was shut down in 1990s.

BHANGARH FORT, India

How can we forget about this haunted fort from
the Alwar district of Rajasthan in our country.
According to one of the folklores, tantrik (priest)
Singhia tried to use magic to win the heart of
princess Ratnavati. The princess became aware of his
evil plans and ordered him killed. But before dying,
the tantrik cursed the residents of the village to
remain roofless. Even to this day, if a roof is built, it
collapses.

So, these are some of the haunted places to be
found around the world and if you all find this
interesting, you can take out time to know more
spooky stuffs. ❐



Honey Bee Culture and its Importance
✍ Akansha Deka

Class : IX, Section : C

The culturing practices of honey bees are known
to human society from the pre-historic times. It

is an insect which is most beneficial to mankind. Bee
keeping i. e. apiculture is economically profitable
and can be managed in the backyard of the house.
Apiculture can be adopted as a source of income
which will improve the economic condition of the
bee keeper. Bee keeping is advantageous because of
the following reasons :

● It involves less physical labour.

● Bees are susceptible to diseases ad fall prey to
attacks by wasps, ants and wax moth. Constant
observation by the bee keepers can check it.

● It involves less financial involvement and it
does not require much land or area.

● It carries out cross pollination and thus
increasing the quality and quantity of yields in
crops.

There are four types of honey bee (Apis) species
and a brief description of each type is given below :
Apis Dorsata F. (Rock bee), Apis florea Fab. (The
little bee), Apis cerana indica Fab. (Indian honey
bee) and Apis mellifera Linn. (European honey bee).

i) Rock bee (Apis dorsata F.)

The Rock bee can be found all over India both
in plain and hills up to 160 m above mean sea level.
It builds single-comb nest on the tree branch, rocks
and ceiling of abandoned houses. About 50-100
colonies are formed on a tree and they return to same
tree every year. They can build comb area up to 1m2.
These bees are ferocious in nature and the worker
bees attack and also can follow the victim over long
distances. The queen bee is darker in colour than the
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workers. The rock bee stores the honey on the top
half portion of the comb and therefore, can be
harvested without destroying the colony by cutting
the honey-storing portion of the comb. They can
produce as high as 50-80 kg honey per colony.

ii) Little bee (Apis florea feb.)

The little bee honey is found in the plains in
India up to 300 m above mean sea level. These are
wild bees and are highly migratory. When disturbed,
they abandon the comb leaving behind honey, brood
and pollen stores. But later on they return to their old
combs to take away the honey, comb wax and pollen.
These bees build a single comb nest in the shade and
are fixed to bushes, trees and shrubs. The comb is
broad at the top and is always covered by a curtain
of bees. They are gentle in nature and the colonies
can be shifted to field at blooming time for
pollination. Their production of honey is very poor
and a comb can yield only 200-900 g of honey.

iii) Indian honey bee (Apis cerana indica Fab.)

This species of honey is found throughout India
except plains of North India. They can be found up
to an elevation of 2500 m above mean sea level.

This bee lives in the cavities of tree trunk,
hollow rocks and other covered places. In India,
smaller hives are used for these bees. These bees are
gentle in their temperament and respond quickly to
smoking. They have got a tendency of swarming— a
colony may issue up to 5-6 swarms in a year. Indian
honey bees are generally low honey yielder because
of their small size, short distance foraging,
absconding, swarming etc. A colony of Indian honey
bees yields 3-5 kg of honey per year in the plain
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area, but the yield of honey goes up to 20-25 kg in
high altitudes like Kashmir.

iv) European honey bee (Apis mellifera Linn.)

European honey bees are the native of European
countries, but now it is found almost all over the
world. They are similar in habits with those of Indian
honey bee in that they build parallel combs in
hollows and shady places. There are four European
races of this species— i) Apis mellifera mellifera,
ii) Apis mellifera lingustica, iii) Apis mellifera
carnica and iv) Apis mellifera caucasica. Among
these four races, Apis mellifera lingustica is
considered to be better adaptive and has been
introduced in many countries. It maintains a prolific
queen, swarm less, gentle temperament and is a good
honey yielder.

v) Other honey bee species

There are three more species of the genus Apis
now recognized; Apis koschevnikovi is found in
Southeast Asia and appears to be similar to that of
Apis florea. Other two species are Apis andreniformis
and  Apis laboriosa, which are available in Thailand,
Malayasia and Southern China Peninsula.

Types of bee hives

There are different types of hives being used
around the world. These hives are movable i.e. it can
be carried from one place to other. The Langstroth,
Indian Standard Institute (ISI) and Newton frame
hives are commonly used in India.

In India, Langstroth hive is very popular among
the bee keepers for keeping A. mellifera and A.
cerana indica colonies. Presently the colonies of A.
cerana indica are also kept in ISI hives or Newton
hives in different parts of the country.

The standard-sized equipment can be procured
from a good manufacturer and honey bees with hives

can be easily transported to different areas. The use
of standard-sized equipment over large areas is not
advisable as the type and size of hives would be
varying with climate, flora and species and the races
of honey bee. Small colonies in large hives might get
their brood affected due to sudden fall in ambient
temperature (cold waves) and the surplus combs may
get infected by wax moth. Colony must be able to
build up strength to attain super chamber strength.

Surplus honey can be obtained only if super
combs have enough capacity to store honey. Therefore,
the size of hives should be such that colonies cover
the super chamber frames by the main honey flow. A.
mellifera queen lays large number of eggs and hence
colony builds up large populations, but in A. cerana
indica different races differ in building up the colony
strength. However, the building up of colonies also
depends upon the availability of flora in their
surroundings.

It has been standardized that up to 15 bee hives
can be kept in one hectare area. The maintenance of
bee hives is simple and easy and no additional
workers are needed. All the adult members of a
family can be involved and take care of the bee
hives. The initial expenditure incurred for procuring
bee hives wooden boxes and other miscellaneous
items required for the purpose may be high, but later
the recurring expenditure is less.

Nearly 15 bee hives can be kept in one hectare
area and 10-12 kg honey may get from a single hive.
Honey is rich in proteins and amino acids. It does not
have bad effects because of low sucrose content. The
honey is also rich in enzymes like invertase and
diatase which is a strong digestive enzyme. It helps
in improving the digestive system because of
presence of glucose oxide and catalase enzyme.
Nearly 11 minerals are present in honey and mineral
like iron helps in blood circulation. ❐
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Star Death
✍ Priyanuj Boruah

Class : X, Section : A

The star, one of the brightest objects in the
observable universe has three deaths. Each of its

end has its own spectacles and mark a new
beginning. Each of them being either— a white
dwarf, a neutron star and a black hole. Out of the
three, a white dwarf is the most common occurrence
and a black hole being the rarest. Stars about the
mass of our Sun shine brightly for millions of years
on their main sequence while burning hydrogen gas
as their energy.

Eventually, the hydrogen gas gets exhausted and
the star swells up to become a red giant. It begins to
use helium as a source of its energy to make carbon
dioxide and oxygen and as the helium too gets
depleted, the star puffs off its outer surface and
layers, which leads to the formation of a planetary
nebula. After around 10,000 years the planetary
nebula disperses which leaves the core of the star
exposed to outer space. This exposed core is  known
as white dwarf— a dense, small, burnt ball with no
nuclear energy left. And over the years it slowly
cools and fades away.

But is not the same case with every star. Stars
with mass of more than eight times the mass of our
Sun swell up and end their life in a phenomena
known as a supernova. After the supernova, only the
core of the star remains and becomes either a
neutron star or a black hole. A neutron star is a dense
ball about 30 km across. It is the core of a star which

is as heavy as less than 3 solar masses, while a black
hole is heavier than 3 solar masses. The gravitational
field of a neutron star is much more stronger than a
white dwarf while a black hole’s event horizon is
even stronger than a neutron star. It is so strong that
even light cannot escape from it and any object
within its event horizon is directly drawn in and
consumed by the black hole.

After a supernova if the core of the collapsed
star is heavier than 3 solar masses, the gravitational
force of the core is so strong that even densely
packed neutrons cannot hold up against gravity and
the core ultimately collapses to become a black hole.
Some holes known as super massive black holes
which are about millions or even billions of times of
the mass of our Sun stay unobserved and lurk at the
centre of various galaxies. Similarly, the Milky Way
galaxy too has a super massive black hole named
Sagittarius A at its centre. These black holes are not
formed from supernovas but from huge clouds of gas
of an ancient galaxy. Their gravitational force is so
strong that they attract dust and gas from large parts
of space and also helps in holding the galaxy itself
together.

Similarly, due to neutron stars’ intense magnetic
and gravitational field, they often become pulsars.
Pulsars are strongly magnetic and spinning neutron
stars which send x-ray and radio waves. And neutron
stars with a much stronger magnetic field are known
as magnetars. ❐

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

‘‘Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity,
and I’m not sure about the former’’.

—Albert Einstein

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
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Bonjour France and Switzerland
✍ Angkim Hazarika

Class : X, Section : B

Most of us have a dream of visiting Europe once
and my father made it possible for us. Flight

EK 77 was just on time and we reached Paris in
around 10 am. It was a 7 hours and 30 minutes fight
from Dubai. On the way to our hotel we took some
pictures of the Eiffel Tower. We had our lunch in an
Indian restaurant and took a nap in our hotel. During
the evening we planned a surprise for my mother as
it was her birthday that day and had a lot of fun that
evening. The European cuisine is totally different
from our Indian cuisine and it included a lot of
different types of breads.

Paris is a historic city and is maintained in that
way. We did not see much of the tall modern
architecture as most part of this beautiful city is
covered with old buildings. One of the most common
things of Paris is its traffic jam, no matter how big
the streets are they are always found to be busy but
not a single sound of a horn can be heard as honking
is illegal there and people follow the rules with great
consciousness. The Seine river is beautiful and is
also used for hydroelectricity generation.

We went on a boat ride along the Seine river
which is locally known as ‘Bateaux Mouches’ and it
took us round the city of Paris. As we went up the
Eiffel tower, we could see the whole city of Paris
from a single spot. The wind up there blows at a very
high speed so we had to be very much careful with
our cameras and phones. There are so many places to
go in Paris, the Louvre Museum, Palace de la
Concorde, the cathedral, Bourbon Palace (Now the
Frame Parliament), Grand Palace, Les Involides, the

place where Napoleon was buried. Well surprisingly
we visited all of these but we could not go inside the
Louvre as it was closed. We also went to Disneyland
Paris, most of us might think that Disneyland is not
a place for adults.  But the great Walt Disney had
designed Disneyland in such away that it entertains
the people of all age groups.

On our fourth day, we went to Switzerland. The
journey was almost about 8 hours from Paris to
Zurich by bus. Switzerland is all about nature,
though it has a low population, the tourist makes it
lively and more colourful. Most of the places were
covered with snow and the temperature was O0C in
Zurich on that day. The next day we went to
Junfranjoch. 11,000 ft. above sea level and the top
most point of Europe where we could barely see
anything and where the temperature was —70C. All
the things were covered with snow and we were
literally above the clouds. Surprisingly we went to
the top by train from ground and we were inside a
tunnel which was about 8 km long.

Switzerland has highly developed railway and
drilling systems.  The top of Europe was lifetime
experience. We went to Mt. Titlis via Interlaken the
next day. Interlaken is a narrow valley situated in
between the Alps. Mt. Titlis is 10,000 ft above the
sea level and this time we went to the top in a cable
car. The snow lining in those mountains is almost as
thick as the snow lining found at the top of Mt.
Everest which is much more higher than these
mountains. On the way back we did some shopping
in Lucerne. We bought some chocolates, Swiss-

WANDERLUST
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My Journey to Mauritius
✍ Mayukh Barua

Class : VI, Section : E

During this summer holiday, I visited Mauritius
with my family. Two other families of my

father’s friends also went with us. At first, we went
to Mumbai on 22nd July, 2018. We saw some places
like Gateway of India, Hotel Taj and 5,600m long
Bandra Worli sea link cable bridge on that day. After
having our dinner outside, we came back to hotel at
11 pm. At 3.00 am, we went to Mumbai airport from
our hotel. Our flight to Mauritius was at 6.30 am. We
reached the International airport in Mauritius at
around 11 am (Mauritius timing).

Mauritius is a small volcanic island of lagoons
located in the continent of Africa. Its population is
12 lakhs. It is a small country and its distance from
north to south is 65 km and 45 km from east to west.
Port Louis is the capital of Mauritius. Sugarcane is
the main crop grown there. When we went from
airport to our hotel, we saw lots of sugarcanes on
both side of the road. We had our lunch on the way
in a road side restaurant. We reached our hotel at
around 3 pm.

Next day morning, our guide took us for some
water activities in the Indian Ocean. We did many
activities like parasailing, tube riding, undersea walk
etc. It was a unique experience for me. In the third
day, we went to La Vallee des Couleurs Nature Park
where we did many things like quad biking, zipline
and also went to a hanging bridge called Nepalese
Bridge. There we saw 23 colours of sand. We also
visited a historical Citadel Fort located about 100 m
high on a hill.

The Dodo is the national bird that existed only
on this island. It is now an extinct bird. The island is
surrounded by coral reef so no big waves can come
near the island. It was winter season at that time and
July is the coolest month for them. At night, the
temperature dipped to 180C and during day it went
up to 220C.

We came back to Guwahati on 28th July, 2018.
It was a most memorable trip for me. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●

cuckoo clocks and some souvenirs for friends and
relations. And soon our last day in Europe arrived.
That day in the morning we went to see the Rhine
Falls and enjoyed a beautiful boat ride there.
Switzerland is almost like total cut off from the
artificial and materialistic world but also at the same
time reminding us how to develop without disturbing
the nature. The people of Europe are very helpful,

we met and made new friends every day. However,
due to shortage of time we had to keep our
boundaries till Paris only. There are much more
places to see in France. The people  in Switzerland
also use the snow for Hydroelectric generation
without polluting the environment. The colours of
Paris and the nature of Switzerland still amazes
me. ❐
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Andaman—The Land of Martyrs
✍ Arhee Barthakur

Class : VIII, Section : C

This year after my annual examination, I had a
golden opportunity to travel to Andaman with my

parents. An archipelago of 572 islands, covering an
area of 8249 sq. km, the land spreads over about 780
km from north to south in Bay of Bengal. The
Andaman group of islands is about 352 km in length,
and its extreme width, however is nowhere more than
51 km. The most important islands in the group are the
North, Middle and South Andaman— popularly known
as ‘‘Great Andaman’’. These three islands are separated
from one another by narrow straits.

Port Blair, the capital of Andaman & Nicobar
island is the spring board of all tourism centre, is
situated about 1200 kms from the east coast of Indian
main land and is connected with Chennai and Kolkata
by regular air and sea services. It is considered one of
the safest and beautiful harbours of the world.
Andaman, surrounded by the green hills and blue sea is
one of the most beautiful places to visit. The houses on
the slopes of the hills look very beautiful particularly
during dawn and at night. These pristine islands are
located far from the mother country India, but within
the close quarters with some of the South East Asian
countries like Java, Sumatra and Indonesia. Port Blair
is linked either by road or by sea route to all the 38
inhabited islands.

Nature has showered its blessings on these
islands. It creates a heavenly delicacy and aroma over
Andaman. It has rich wealth of vegetation, from the
water’s edge to the tops of the highest hills, the islands
are everywhere densely wooded. The evergreen trees in
the Andaman forests, generally laden with climbers are
soothing to the eyes by its greenery.

The treasure of Andaman & Nicobar island, is its
primitive tribes. The four Negrito tribes, namely Great
Andamanese, Jarawas, Onges and Sentinelese of the
Andaman group of islands, are perhaps the last
remnants of the race are at different techno-economic

stages. Their total number is less than one thousand.
Two Mongoloid origin tribes namely Shompens (only
approximately 250 people exist as on day) and
Nicobarese are inhabited in Nicobar Islands.

The Andaman & Nicobar islands is known as
‘‘Mini India’’. It reflects the entire India from Kashmir
to Kanyakumari. People belonging to different states
and religion live here in harmony and peace.

Cellular Jail, the Indian Bastille has got a history
of its own. It is one of the tourists’s spot of interest.
Situated on the sea coast of Atlanta point in the north
eastern point of Port Blair, this National Memorial, the
Cellular Jail stands, through in truncated form, as a
mute witness to the indescribable sufferings of the
patriots who were incarcerated in the cells of the jail by
the align Government. Some of the prisoners lodged in
the jail even had to lay down their lives as victims of
tyranny and brutalities of the foreign government. The
jail is the first sight that greets a visitor on his arrival
at Port Blair. Simultaneously, the huge building instills
terror in the minds of the onlookers and a sense of
reverence. Every brick of the Cellular Jail has got a
heart rending story, of resistance, sufferings and
sacrifices. The light and sounds show at Cellular jail is
worth seeing.

The famous beaches in Andaman are namely
North Bay beach, Radha Nagar beach, Wandoor beach
and Elephant beach at Havelock. Various water sports,
Scuba diving, under sea walk, Snorkelling of Corals
beauty are greatest tourists’s attraction in these
beaches.

Finally after completion of four nights five days
package of Andaman tour with full enjoyment, we
boarded our return flight at Martyr Veer Savarkar
airport and reached Guwahati to head to our sweet
home with sparkling memories of serene Andaman
never to be erased..... ❐
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My journey to Sikkim
✍ Namrata Sarma

Class : VII, Section : A

This year 2019, after my annual exam I went to
Gangtok with my parents. We started our

journey on 20th March. Our flight was at 1.30 p.m.
and we reached Pakyong airport at 2.30 p.m. From
the airport we a took a taxi and reached our hotel
about 4.00 p.m. After having our evening tea with
snacks we rested for sometime and at 7.30 p.m. we
went out for an evening walk.

Next day morning on 21st March, after having
breakfast, we went to Hanuman Tok and Ganesh Tok
which was surrounded by geeenery and beauty. The
Hanuman Tok was at the height of 7000 ft. and it is
11 km away from Gangtok. The Ganesh Tok was
also quite high, at an altitude of 6100 ft. and there
were many small stalls near the temple. From the
stalls  we bought many things. Then we had our
lunch and went to Rumtek Monastery where we saw
many Buddhist monks praying. In the same campus
we visited the Nalanda Institute which was very
beautiful.

On 22nd March we went to Namchi, which is
90 km away from Gangtok, where we visited Char

Dhams and we saw a huge statue of Lord Shiva and
there were four temples built near it known as
Rameshwaram Dham, Badrinath Dham, Jagannath
Puri Dham and Dwaraka Dham which were very
beautifully constructed. There was also a huge statue
of Parasurama. Next, we went to Samdruptse which
was at an altitude of 7009 ft. There was also a statue
of Lord Buddha whose height was 120 fit. and four
stupas were made near it. They were the great
miracle stupas, the stupa of turning wheel of
Dharma, the enlightenment stupa and the lotus
blossom stupa of the Buddha’s birth.

Next morning on  23rd March the last day of
our journey we went to M. G. market (Mahatma
Gandhi Market) where we did a lot of shopping
like— buying clothes, ornaments, stationaries,
decorative items etc. During my whole trip I felt that
Sikkim is very peaceful  and a clean state where
plastic is completely banned.

On 24th March we went to Bagdogra by taxi
and our flight was at 1.50 p.m. and we reached
Guwahati at 2.45 p.m. It was one of the most
memorable journey of my life. ❐



SHANKARIAN, 2019

SHRIMANTA SHANKAR ACADEMY, DISPUR, GUWAHATI 45

Bihu Vacation
✍ Deepangshu Barman

Class : VII, Section : A

During the Rongali Bihu vacation I went to
several places. My first journey was to Nagaon.

My family trip to Nagaon began on 13th April 2019
just after the last day of the school before the Bihu
vacations. Our Journey started at 9.45 am. It was a
warm and a shiny sunny day to start our journey. It
took almost 2 hour 30 minutes to reach Nagaon.

During this journey I saw a huge herd of cows
grazing near the long and thick highways. I also
enjoyed the greenery of the environment. Then we
took a little break in Raha and had coconuts. Just
after reaching Nagaon I was able to see many places
like Nagaon College, the temples, shops and some
historical places. I was amazed. After reaching my
cousin’s house we took a little nap and after having
our lunch we went for shopping.

That day I, my brother and my cousins enjoyed
a lot with some games, jokes, stories, acting and
many more exciting things. We also played QUIZZO
that’s an application in BYJU’s application; a simple
quiz challenge. Then next day morning after having
our breakfast we went to Bordowa Satra, birthplace
of Shrimanta Shankardev. It was such a wonderful
place with full of peace, astonishing cool breeze. It
also had a huge pond much like a lake. We had a

wonderful time enjoying the serenity and simplicity
of the spiritual place. After returning from Bordowa
Satra, at evening I along with my elder cousin went
for a walk. We had a cool walk; my cousin showed
me some of the landmarks of Nagaon. We nearly
walked 4 kms with a packet chips in our hand. After
reaching our house I got strange news that we were
going back to Guwahati on account of my father’s
urgent work. I and my brother felt very sad on
hearing it but no other way was there and we
returned to Guwahati.

Then again on 18th April 2019, my another
journey began to my father’s native place. We went
there at 10.00 am. We thereby reached there at
almost 11.40 am. In the evening I played cricket with
my brothers and at night we invented a motor car.
Next day morning we went to Sorbhog passing
through Barama, Tihu and Patsala to visit the
historical temple of Lord Krishna. While returning
from Sorbhog we went to Tihu too. After roaming in
Tihu we had lunched there only. After all this sight-
seeing we reached home at 5.00 pm. And at 6.30 pm
we returned to Guwahati safely and we went for a
marriage anniversary.

So, this is how I spent my Bihu vacations with
my family. ❐



MY BUS TO HEAVEN
✍ Aniket Baruah

Class : VII, Section : C

It all started on 16th October, 2018. My dad, mom
and I first went to Kolkata to take our visas for

Malaysia and Singapore. We stayed there for one
day. After Kolkata, we went to Cochin which is in
Kerala. We decided to stay there for two days. On
the first day, we stayed in the hotel only as it was
raining heavily. My brother also reached Cochin the
very next day.

And finally, the day came. We were on  board
the Malingo Airways in the very first minute of 19th
October, and surprisingly, this was the day on which
I came into this lovely world twelve years ago. We
reached there at 7 am according to the time zone of
that place. It is a very beautiful country. We got our
details from the travel agency of India about the
travel agency we were getting on the Malaysia and
Singapore trip. On the way to the hotel, I saw the
immense beauty of the environment. There was
nothing dirty to be seen anywhere. After we reached
our hotel, we all took a nap as we were tired after the
4 hour flight.

At 12 pm, we went out to have our lunch
instead eating inside the hotel. We had our lunch at
two restaurants — Indian and Malaysian. We first
went to the Malaysian restaurant. The restaurant was
spotlighted with a variety of Malaysian dishes
without oil. We had some rice and vegetable curry as
there were dishes which seemed unpleasant to our
taste. We left  that restaurant and started searching an
Indian restaurant. Finally, we found a restaurant
which was Pakistani. I was not so much hungry so I
ate only Maggie. After having our lunch, we went
back to our hotel.

The next day was the city tour. Our bus came at
9 am. We enjoyed the beauty of the city. The roads
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were not like India. People were driving their car
systematically. After some sightseeing in Kuala
Lumpur like the Twin Tower, we went to Selangor.
We roamed inside the watch factory. My mother
bought one watch from there. After that we went to
the Batu Caves. There are 3 caves together— Bat
Cave, Temple Cave and Ramayana Cave. There are
steps leading to the caves. There is also a huge statue
shown in the picture. There are total 272 stairs. The
stairs are called rainbow stairs. They are painted
periodically. Before going to the main cave climbing
the stairs, one should first enter the Ganesh Temple.
There was also a zoo inside a cave. We had to see the
animals inside it with a torch. And the most
awesome part is that we could touch snakes and
other animals !

After coming down, we had some meal. I drank
coconut water. The environment was just like Kerala.
It was very hot. After Batu Caves, we roamed around
in Chinatown, a market with Chinese things, for a
while and came back to our hotel. The next day my
brother had to leave us to his work place because he
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had  some urgent work. I was very upset for not
having his company to Singapore. As soon as he left,
my parents and I started our journey to Singapore by
road arranged by our travel agency.

The shocking information is that it is a country
which was built above water many years ago. Our
travel agent made fun by saying that if 1%
population of China and India reach there together,
the whole country will sink. The rules and
regulations of Singapore were very strict. We
couldn’t even eat one chewing gum. If we want to
eat, we have to take permission from the police and
promise that we will not make the surrounding dirty.

To enter Singapore, we have to go through a
building where the police check the luggage. I got
scared after seeing the faces of the policemen. When
it was my turn for checking, the electricity was gone.
I was just waiting. They couldn’t check us without
electricity as the whole process of checking was
computerized. After checking we stepped inside our
bus and went to our hotel. Singapore was even more
clean and green than Malaysia. We decided to stay in
the hotel  and take some rest. The next day, we went
to Sentosa Island. I can’t express how much I
enjoyed there. I also did go carting, took rides in
cable car and enjoyed swimming. We also watched
the laser show in the beach. Our travel agent was a
guy with a great sense of humor. It was a lovely day
but I was missing my brother.

The next day, we went to the Universal Studios.
I saw many models like Gru from Despicables Me
and Bumblebee from the movie Transformers. The
most exciting was the transformers ride. We were
sitting on a car watching the screen in front of us. It
was a virtual reality show. I felt like I was inside the
show. There were scenes like falling from the roof of
a building. I was so scared when one of the bad
transformers grabbed our car and started crushing it
but by the grace of god, Optimus Prime saved us. We
also took many other rides including the treasure
hunt.

After the rides, our travel agent took us to the
Sea Aquarium. There were many water animals. I
also saw vegetarian sharks and dolphins. After the
Sea Aquarium, we went to Garden by the Bay. There
were different types of plants and flowers. I also saw
the Venus Fly trap. I also went to the night safari in
an open zoo where we could watch different animals
by just sitting in a vehicle. I couldn’t even enjoy the
live show performed by owls and other animals live
just because I was missing my brother.

After the night safari and animal show we had
our complementary dinner and came back to our
hotel. I enjoyed many more places in Singapore. On
22nd October, we went to Faridabad where my
brother was staying. I was missing the smell of
Singapore and Malaysia. On 24th October, I came
back to Guwahati and our amazing trip ended here
with many experiences. ❐
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My Tour to the Capital of India
✍ Bhargav Kalita

Class : VII, Section : A

One day, when I woke up in the morning, my
parents surprised me by telling me about the trip

to Delhi, Vaishno Devi Temple and Amritsar. My mind
was full of excitement, because, earlier I never had a
chance to travel with my family together on a vacation
as my father is a business man, he has to look after the
shop, so he cannot make out time to take me out. Then
I regularly used to plan about the trip with my parents.
I was eagerly waiting for the day of my journey.

On the day of my journey me and my family went
to the airport and got up on the Go Air. After we
reached the Indira Gandhi International Airport, my
elder brother came to pick up us to his room, as he is
studying MBA in Delhi. After we reached his room, we
had our lunch. In the evening, we went to Sarojini
Market for shopping. Next day at 9 o’clock we went to
the India Gate. Then in the evening, our whole family
went to the station and was waiting for the train to
Jammu. Next day, we reached Jammu at 5.30 am. Then
we took taxi to our hotel, and at 9.00 am we started
walking to Maa Vaishno Devi’s temple. At 11.00 pm
we reached down, then we went to our hotel and we
had our dinner. Then on the next day, we went to
Amritsar by taxi and by 5.30 pm, we reached Amritsar

and then took rest in the hotel for some time. After
resting we went to the Golden Temple and had a great
view of the magnificiant temple. Then on the next day
we went to see the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre and
there we saw bullets mark, and some pictures about
how the British general opened fire to the people. Then
we had our train at 4.30 pm, so we went to the junction
of Amritsar. We reached Delhi at 10.30 pm and then we
went to our room. The next day, we went to see the
Lotus temple, the Red Fort and the Humayun’s Tomb.
Then on the next day, we went to Mathura and
Vrindavan and visited many historical  and interesting
temples. After going to the temples in Mathura and
Vrindavan, we went to Agra to see the Taj Mahal which
is in the list of ‘‘SEVEN WONDERS IN THE
WORLD’’. We saw many tombs and some other
monuments there. After that we came back to our
room. Then on the next day we went for shopping to a
few malls in Delhi. My brother and I bought one shirt
and jeans each. On the next day, we had our flight to
Guwahati. I was very upset while leaving Delhi. It was
my one of the best Summer Vacation which was full of
exciting memories. ❐
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PARO TAKTSANG
✍ Dibangshu Deka

Class : IX, Section : C

Paro Taktsang also known as the Taktsang
Palphug Monastery and the Tiger’s Nest, is a

prominent Himalayan Buddhist sacred site and the
temple complex is located in the cliffside of the
upper Paro Valley in Bhutan.

The temple complex was first built in 1692
around the Taktsang Senge Samdup cave where Guru
Padmasambhava also known as Guru Rinpoche is
said to have meditated for three years, three month,
three weeks, three days and three hours in the 8th
century. Padmasambhava is credited with
introducing Buddhism to Bhutan and is the tutelary
deity of the country. Today Paro Taktsang is the best
known for the thirteen Taktsang or the ‘‘Tigers Lair’’
caves in which he meditated. The temple devoted to
Padmasambhava is an elegant structure built around
the cave in 1692 by Gyalse Tenzil Rebgye. It has
become the cultural icon of Bhutan. A popular
festival known as the Tsechu, held in honour of

Padmasambhava is celebrated during March or April
in Paro Valley.

It is believed that Padmasambhava have flown
on the back of a tigress from Tibet to the location
near Paro to subdue a demon in its lair on the
mountain.

We can reach to the top of the temple by
trekking. The hike to Tiger’s nest is a moderate to
difficult one but you’ll be able to do it if you have at
least an average level of fitness. The hike takes
between 3 to 5 hours depending on your pace.
Tiger’s Nest Monastery is located on the side of a
Himalayan mountain at 3,120 meters (10,240 ft.)
about 900 meters (3,000 ft.) almost straight up. The
city of Paro is already located at 7000 ft. that makes
Tiger’s Nest at 10,000 ft. above sea level. The trek
distance for Tiger’s Nest is more than 5 km. It is one
of the best place in the world for trekking. ❐
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MY THOUGHTS ON MUSIC
✍ Aryamaan Borgohain

Class : VII, Section : B

Music means many things. For some, it may
mean melodious notes of sound through

which we gain pleasure or get relaxed, while for
others it may mean a group of people (well that’s
called a band) who produce music by co-operating
with each other. But for me, music means talent, co-
operation and years of hard-work, writing down
original songs.

And for some reason, pop music doesn’t do it
for me. I mostly like rock and metal music, from the
60′s to 90′s. I think, that those people who produced
music back then had real talent. For example, how
many of you know great bands like Led Zeppelin,
Lynyrd Skynyrd, Queen, Dire Straits, Van Halen,
Megadeth, Metallica, The Who and The Beatles ? (I
know a hundred more because I spend half of my
free time researching and listening to music).

The ‘trending’ music nowadays are, of course
K-pop music. Okay, back to the main point. If I say
Justin Bieber or Ed Sheeran or BTS, almost
everyone  will recognise them easily. This is because
we do what other people do without recognising
what we are doing. In the older days, you had to
excel at playing an instrument. Now, you just have to
think about a beat, program electronic drums if
needed, in 10 minutes and you’re done. Release it,
and you’re famous, it’ll be a hit in less than 4 days.
For example, BTS was not the same before as it is
today. They released some song and because of K-
Pop culture which is trending, it became a HIT.

Talking about instruments, how many of you
know great guitarists like Jimmy Page, Steve Vai,
Yngwie Malmsteen, Eddie Van Halen, Randy
Rhodes, Allen Collins and David Gilmour ? How
many of you know great drummers like John
Bonham, Mike Portnoy and Alex Van Halen ? Well,
I play the guitar and it is neither too easy nor too
hard.

Some of my favourite songs are Stairway to
heaven by Led Zeppelin, Sweet Home Alabama and
Free Bird by Lynyrd Skynyrd. They have some
unique guitar riffs and solos, two of which are
masterpieces.

I listen to Metal too. Metal songs like Peace
Sells by Megadeth, Holy Wars by Megadeth. ❐

TONE AND RHYTHM
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Youth’s Dream
✍ Neharika Kashyap

Class : VIII, Section : E

‘‘Maybe I made a mistake yesterday
but yesterdays me is still me

Today I am who I am with all of
my faults and my mistakes.

Tomorrow I might be a tiny bit wiser
and that will be me too

These faults and mistakes are what I am,
Making up the brightest stars

in the constellation of my life.’’

—BTS, RM at the UNICEF speech

There was a girl who also dreamed like everyone,
she used to look at the starry night sky and used

to dream. Her dream was to become a successful
Mangaka (Japanese comic writers) and a writer. But
society didn’t support her. She used to think, what
the society would say ? What would people say ?
And one day she stopped dreaming. She stopped
looking at the starry night sky. She became aimless.
Then one day when she was studying, she got some
lines saying......

Because you’re young,
you’re torn between a world of hate

and a world of DREAMS.
So much to lose, so much to gain.

So much to FIGHT for, so much to CHANGE.

For some reason  these lines motivated her. By
reading these lines, she asked to herself, why she
chose to write ? The reason that she wants to write
was that, she was inspired by other’s books, other’s
style of writing. She also wanted others to be
inspired by her work. She wanted to express her
feelings in their writing and wanted others to choose
their dream and follow their heart. She wanted to
inspire others. Then she forgets about society and all

the people who discourage her. Now she follows her
dream.

Now, there must be some people who do not
have any dreams but that is not a big deal. You will
find your dream some day, just don’t let your hope
be down. As everyone knows the youth of today is
the leader of tomorrow. So we must do our best and
do hard work today to make the tomorrow a better
future.

UNICEF and a K-POP group name BTS are
trying their best to make the world a beautiful place.
They are trying to motivate the youth of today
through their music. They have also released an
album called ‘LOVE MYSELF’ on youth. At UN,
BTS gave a motivational speech on youth. They
were trying to say to the youth of today, first to love
yourself, know yourself who you are and if they
know the answer then follow your dreams. And some
day these youth of today will finally make the world
a beautiful place. I am an army (BTS fans are called
army) and I am trying to motivate you all to follow
your own dream and make the world a better place.

Darkness might steal our VOICE,
But together we’ll fight against it. ❐
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ANALYSIS OF FIVE DIFFERENT FORMS OF
INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCES

✍ Priyanka Nath
Class : VII, Section : C

Primarily, Indian classical dances may be
classified as Bharatnatyam, Kathakali, Kathak,

Manipuri, Satriya etc.

Bharatnatyam
Bharatnatyam is the oldest classical dance form

of India. It is not very easy to reconstruct the
mystery of this dance style called the Bharatmata
over a period of nearly 200 years. There are two
different types of source material from which one
can make on.

The dance which is based on the Natya Shastra
composed by Bharata Muni and  which is presented
in pure Indian classical format is called Bharatnatyam.
This dance originated in Tamil Nadu. Bharat-natyam
is a dance purely based on Bhakti. The presentation
of Bharatnatyam is comprised of the following
stages :

1) Alaripu, 2) Jatiswaram, 3) Sabdam, 4) Varnam,
5) Padam, 6) Tillana, 7) Shloka.

Kathakali
The Kathakali dance or Attakatha, which

originated from the state of Kerala, is based on
stories concerning the natural resources of the state.

Though Kathakali is contemporary to Bharat-
natyam, it is somewhat different from the other
classical dances. Kathakali is a group dance and it
cannot be performed by a solo performer. This dance
is based on different religious stories prevalent in the
coastal areas of South India and at the time of
presentation, the dancers wear heavy make-up on the
face representating the Gods or Demons in
accordance to the character depicted by him.

Manipuri
The Manipuri dance originated from the state of

Manipur. Though Manipuri dance is an ancient form

of dance, there is no evidence of its existence prior
to the 18th century. It is believed that this dance was
first introduced during the rule of King Pamhoiba in
1714. King Pamhoiba, at the influence of Goswami
Shantidas, became Vaishnavite and since that time
there have been considerable influence of Vaishnav
religion in the art, culture and literature of Manipur.

Satriya Nritya
‘Satra’ is a Vedic word. However, the ‘Satra’

mentioned in the Veda and ‘Satra’ mentioned in the
Bhagawat Geeta have slightly different meanings in
their application. In the ninth Shloka of the Sapta
Kanda in Yajurveda the meaning of Satra has been
defined as the institution where, with the help of
Diksha and Dakshina people achieve divinity.

‘Satriya Dance’ means the dance performed in
the Satras. The Satriya dance is a devotional dance
and its creator was the great poet, author and
dramatist of Assam, Shri Sankaradeva. Devotion
towards Lord Krishna is the basic theme of this
dance.

Kathak

Originating in the Northern India, Kathak
means narration of stories. The stories of Lord
Krishna’s childhood days are usually narrated
through this dance. In the ancient days this dance
was also known as Natwari dance.

It is believed that Kathak dance was introduced
by Swami Haridas in Mathura Vrindavan. It was
originally practiced in the temples. But with the
influx and influence of Muslims its’ spiritually
started diminishing and over the years this dance
became a dance for entertainment of the affluent
classes. ❐
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The Generational Girls— BLACKPINK
✍ Bimrisha Batlo

Class : VII, Section : E

Blackpink is a South Korean girl group formed
by YG Entertainment, consisting of member

Jisoo, Jennie, Rose’, Lisa. The group debuted on
August 8, 2016 with their single album Square one,
which spawned ‘whistle’ and ‘boombayah’. The
group name was conceived to contrast with the
perception of femininity commonly associated with
the colour pink. When blackpink debuted, their label
YG Entertainment said the name intends to convey
that the group embodies more than beauty.

Their song ‘boombayah’ hit on Billboard World
Digital Songs chart, which recorded as the most
viewed debut music video by a Korean act.

On June 22, 2017 the group released their single
album ‘as if it’s your last’. The song debuted at
number one on Billboard World Digital chart dated
June 22 after only one day of tracking, making it
their third number one of the chart. The music video
of the song broke the record of most liked video by
a Korean girl group on Youtube.

In 2018 their single ‘Ddu-Du-Ddu-Du’ also
debuted as the highest charting Hot 100 hit ever by
an all-female K-pop act, opening at number 55 with
12.4 million US streams and 7000 downloads in the

tracking week ending June 21, 2018. The music
video for ‘Ddu-Du-Ddu-Du’ gaining a total of 36.2
million views within 24 hours after its release and
became the most viewed online video in the first 24
hours by a Korean act and 2nd most watched music
video of all time as at June 2018.

In January 2019, the group performed at
Coachella Festival in California. They are the first
female K-pop group to perform at Coachella.

They produced many songs which touched the
hearts of many teenagers with their beautiful voice
and lyrics. ❐

‘‘Music
speaks what cannot be expressed, soothes the mind and
gives it rest; heals the heart and makes it whole, flows from
heaven to the soul.’’ —Anonymous
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‘‘the forgotten astronaut’’
✍ Basudha Gautam Das

Class : VI, Section : A

Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin diligently
performed their tasks on the lunar surface and

then successfully docked with the command module.
Collins piloted Columbia flawlessly and ensured the
men’s safe return to Earth. Although Armstrong and
Aldrin generated significantly more media attention,
all three astronauts deserve to be remembered as a
team of space-exploring virtuosos who accomplished
one of the hardest missions in the history of
humanity.

In that case, he would have been forced to finish
the mission on his own and return home alone. In his
opinion, such an outcome would have marked him
for life : he would remain infamous as the one lucky
astronaut who could returned home without actually
landing on the Moon.

In 2009, which marked the 40th anniversary of
the Moon Landing, Collins admitted that his biggest
fear during the entire mission arose from a different
concern : he was afraid that something might go
wrong with the lunar module and that Aldrin and
Armstrong might perish on the surface of the moon
or during their ascent back to Columbia.

Upon returning to Earth, Collins stated that he
didn’t give in to fear while facing the lonely eternal
night of the dark side of the moon. Still, he was
obviously aware of the vast and intimidating
unknown which surrounded him : ‘‘I don’t mean to
deny a feeling of solitude. It is there, reinforced by
the fact that radio contact with the earth abruptly
isolated from any known life. I am it. If a count was
taken, the score would be three billion plus two over
on the side of the moon, and plus God knows what
on this side.’’

Armstrong and Aldrin spent a little over 22
hours on the surface of the moon. During that time,
Collins orbited the moon alone in the command

module and waited for them to return. This meant
that he passed over the dark side of the moon several
times : during this passes he experienced a new
sensation : a eerie kind of loneliness. The entire body
of the moon stood between the Earth and Collins in
the command module for 47 minutes. Therefore, he
was unable to communicate neither with the Apollo
11 Mission control back on earth, nor with the other
two astronauts who were on the surface.

However, Collins’ role in the Apollo 11 mission
was of vital importance. He was in charge of piloting
the Columbia command module, the ‘mothership’
from which the lunar lander embarked on its descent
to the surface of the moon. His training was
unusually intense and quite different than that of
Armstrong and Aldrin. He was trained to pilot the
spacecraft on his own in extreme conditions and to
manually maneuver the docking of the lunar module
in the event of an emergency. He became so skilled
in operating the command module that he actually
compiled a 117— page-long book that contained a
list of customized emergency procedures. Also, he
designed the iconic Apollo 11 mission patch that
features a bald eagled flying above the moon and
carrying an olive branch.

When people talk about the historic Apollo 11
mission and the moon landing, one of the most
significant events in the history of space exploration,
they usually mention Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin. Those two famous astronauts landed the
lunar module and were the first humans to walk and
drive around on the surface of the earth’s only
natural satellite. Sadly, people rarely talk about
Michael Collins, the member of the Apollo 11 crew
who earned the infamous nickname ‘‘the forgotten
astronaut’’. ❐

(Source : Naitonal Geographic Magazine)

THE LUMINARIES
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Dr. Bhupen Hazarika
✍ Dhritinanda Saikia

Class : VII, Section : B

Bhupen Hazarika was a multifaceted Indian artist,
famously referred to as the uncrowned king of

North-Eastern Indian’s cultural world. He, best
described as an extraordinarily talented person who
was a poet, music composer, singer, actor, journalist,
author and a renowed film-maker of the very highest
repute. He was awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s
highest civilian award in 2019.

He was a child prodigy who was discovered by his
mentors at a young age which helped him to excel at
his abilities. He has rendered music, written lyrics, and
sung for numerous Assamese, Bengali and Hindi films
which created an everlasting impression on both
Assamese and Indian cinema, literature and music.
Most of his songs are marked by themes of humanity
and universal brotherhood and have been translated to,
and sung in many languages, most notably in Bengali
and Hindi. Other than being a musician and playback
singer. He was an immensely talented filmmaker who
created some of the most memorable national award
winning Assamese films. He is also acknowledged to
have introduced the culture and folk music of Assam
and Northeast India to Hindi cinema at the national
level. Winner of several prestigious awards, he was
truly one of the most celebrated artist of the 20th
century.

Bhupen Hazarika was born on September 8, 1926
in Sadiya, Assam, British India, to Nilakanta Hazarika
and Shantipriya Hazarika. He was the eldest of their ten
children. During his childhood, his  family shifted
several times before settling in Tezpur where his
musical talent was spotted by Jyotiprasad Agarwala,
the noted Assamese artist. In 1936, he travelled with his
mentor to Kolkata where he recorded his first song at
the Aurora Studio for the Selona Company. In 1939, he
sang two songs in the film ‘Indramalati’. He wrote his
first song ‘Agnijogor Firingoti Moi’ at the age of 13.
He  received his early education from Sonaram High

School in Dhubri, Tezpur High School and the Cotton
College. Later, he attended Banaras Hindu University
where he completed his graduation and post-
graduation, obtaining his BA (1944) and MA (1946) in
Political Science. In 1949, he got enrolled at the
Columbia University, New York, on a scholarship and
earned his doctoral degree in 1952 on his thesis
‘‘Proposals for Preparing India’s Basic Education to
use Audio Visual Technique in Adult Education.

While at Columbia University, Bhupen Hazarika
was influenced by Paul Robeson, a civil rights activist
and composed his song ‘Bristirno Parore’, based on the
imagery and theme of Robeson’s ‘Old Man River’. He
also composed some other songs in Indian languages.
In 1955, he served as Secretary of the Reception
Committee of the Third All Assam  Conference of
IPTA. He also served as a teacher at the Guwahati
University but left the job after few years and shifted to
Kolkata. Later, he became a director and made award
winning Assamese films such as ‘Shakuntala Sur’ and
Pratidhwani. Some of his other directorial venture
include ‘Lati-Ghati’, ‘Chik Mik Bijuli’, ‘For Whom the
Sun Shines’ and ‘Mera Dharam Meri Maa’. He also
worked as a composer creating timeless movies such as
‘Aarop’ (1973, ‘Chameli Memsaab’ 1975) and ‘Shimana
Perye’ (1977). He was also a prominent Assamese and
Hindi playback singer and lent his mesmerizing voice
to movies such as ‘Era Bator Sur’ (1956), ‘Shakuntala
Sur’ (1961), ‘Titash Ekti Nadeer Naam’ (1973), and
‘Ruddali’ (1973). Some of his more recent works as a
composer and singer in films include ‘Darmiyaan’ : In
Between’ (1997), ‘Gaja Gamini’ (2000) and ‘Daman :
A Victim of Marital  Violence’ (2001). Some of the
awards he got are Padma Vibhushan (2012), Padma
Shri (1977), Dada Saheb Phalke Award (1992), Padma
Bhushan (2001), Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship
(2008), Asom Ratna (2009), Muktijoddha Padak
(2011), and Bharat Ratna (2019).

He died on November 5, 2011 in Mumbai. ❐
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Biography of Srinivasa Ramanujan
✍ Prantika Bhattacharjee

Class : VII, Section : A

Srinivasa Ramanujan was an Indian
mathematician who lived during the British rule

in India. Though he had almost no formal training in
pure mathematics, he made substantial contributions
to mathematical analysis, number theory, infinite
series and continued fractions, including solutions to
mathematical problems considered to be unsolvable.
Ramanujan initially developed his own mathematical
research in isolation. He tried to interest the leading
professional mathematicians in his work, but failed
for the most part. What he had to show them was too
unfamiliar and additionally presented in unusual
ways; they could not be bothered. Seeking
mathematicians who  could better understand his
work.

In 1913 he began a postal partnership with the
English mathematician  G. H. Hardy at the
University of Cambridge, England. Recognizing  the
extraordinary work sent to him as samples. Hardy
arranged travel for Ramanujan to Cambridge. In his
notes, Ramanujan had produced ground breaking
new theorems, including some that Hardy stated had
‘‘defeated him and his colleagues completely’’, in
addition to rediscovering recently proven but highly
advanced results.

During his short life, Ramanujan independently
compiled nearly 3,900 results (mostly identities and
equations). Many were completely nobel; his
original and highly unconventional results, such as
the Ramanujan prime, the Ramanujan theta function,
partition formula and mock theta functions, have
opened entire new areas of work and inspired a vast
amount of further research. Nearly all his claims
have now been proven correct. The Ramanujan
journal, a peer-reviewed scientific journal, was
established to publish work in all areas of

mathematics influenced by Ramanujan. His note-
books containing summaries of his published and
unpublished results have been analyzed and studied
for decades since his death as a source of new
mathematical ideas.

As late as 2011 and again in 2012, researchers
continued to discover that mere comments in his
writings about ‘‘simple properties’’ and ‘‘similar
outputs’’ for certain findings were themselves
profound and subtle number theory results that
remained unsuspected until nearly a century after his
death. He became one of the youngest Fellows of the
Royal Society and only the second Indian member,
and the first Indian to be elected a Fellow of Trinity
College, Cambridge. Of his original letters, Hardy
stated that a single book was enough to show they
could only have been written by a mathematician of
the highest calibre, comparing Ramanujan to other
mathematical geniuses such as Euler and Jacolie.

In 1919, ill health now believed to have been
hepatic amoebiasis (a complication from episodes of
dysentry many years previously) compelled
Ramanujan’s return to India, where he died in 1920
at the age of 32. His last letters to Hardy, written on
January 1920, show that he was still continuing to
produce new mathematical ideas and theorems. His
‘Last Notebook’, containing discovering from the
last years of his life, caused great excitement among
mathematicians when it was rediscovered in 1976. A
deeply religious Hindu, Ramanujan, credited his
substantial mathematical capacities to divinity and
stated that the mathematical knowledge he displayed
was revealed to him by his family goddess, ‘‘An
equation for me has no meaning, ‘‘he once said’’,
unless it expresses a thought of God.’’ ❐
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The Life and Works of William Shakespeare
✍ Sudarshan Boruah

Class : X, Section : A

William Shakespeare was one of the greatest
poet, playwright and dramatist of all time. He

was often called England’s national poet. He was
born in Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, England
in 1564, and his father’s name was John Shakespeare
and mother was Mary Arden. He married Anne
Hathaway in 1582, and his daughter Susanna was
born six months later. They also had twins, Judith
and Hamnet, who died at the age of 11, in 1585.
There are no exact evidences regarding his education
but most biographers agree that he was probably
educated in Startford only.

He is known throughout the world for his work.
He has written plays, poems and stories. His quotes
and sayings have always been there showing us the
way throughout our life and each quote teaches or
signifies something that can be learned with
experience only which are famous all over the world.
His plays revolve around several main themes like
histories, comedy, tragicomedy, and tragedies. His
initial work included the plays that were of history
and comedy genre. Later on, he wrote the
exceptional tragic love story ‘‘Romeo and Juliet’’. It
was after 1600, later in Shakespeare’s period, when
he wrote the tragedies Hamlet, Othello, King Lear
and Macbeth. Each story was incredible and made
him more popular.

There is no definite information regarding when
Shakespeare began writing but certain allusions and
evidences show that most of his plays were written
during the period of his stay in London by the year
1592. His plays were published in many editions and
were performed in numerous villages, hamlets, cities
and countries. Shakespeare worked as an actor in

London till 1608. In 1609, bubonic plague raged in
London and the London public playhouses were
repeatedly closed during this period.

Shakespeare remains vital because his plays
present people and situations that we recognize
today. His characters have an emotional reality that
transcends time, and his plays depict familiar
experiences, ranging from family squabbles to
falling in love and war. Between the mid-1590s and
his retirement around 1612, Shakespeare penned the
most famous of his 37-plus plays including ‘‘Romeo
and Juliet’’, ‘‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’’,
‘‘Hamlet’’, ‘‘King Lear’’, ‘‘Macbeth’’ and ‘‘The
Tempest’’.

Shakespeare’s plays portray recognisable people
in situations that we can all relate to— including
love, marriage, death, mourning, guilt, the need to
make difficult choices, separation, reunion and
reconciliation. They do so with great humanity,
tolerance, and wisdom. They help us to understand
what it is to be human, and to cope with the
problems of being so. The fact that his plays are
performed and adapted around the world underscores
the universal appeal of his story telling.

Also remembered for his non-dramatic contri-
butions, Shakespeare published his first narrative
poem—the erotic ‘Venus and Adonis’. Shakespeare’s
famed collection of sonnets, which address themes
ranging form love and sensuality to truth and beauty.

He died on April 23, 1616. No contemporary
source explains how or why he died and he was
buried in the chancel of the Holy Trinity Church. He
died but his work has been speaking for him for
centuries now. ❐

‘‘Have more than you show, speak less than you know.’’
—William Shakespeare
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Roald Amundsen : A Great Explorer
✍ Nishanta Mahanta Thakur

Class : VI, Section : B

Roald Engelbert Gravning Amundsen (16 July,
1872 - 18 June, 1928) was a Norwegian

explorer of Polar Regions and a key figure of the
Heroic Age of Antarctic Exploration. When he was
just 15, Roald Amundsen decided to become a polar
explorer. He was the first person to sail through
Northwest Passage and the first to reach the South
Pole.

Europeans have long been fascinated by Asia.
The usual route between the continents was by land
along the Silk Road. However, the Silk Road closed
after 1453. Christopher Columbus reasoned that if
the world is round, it must be possible to sail west
and reach Asia. After Columbus stumbled on a new
continent instead of Asia, explorers looked for routes
round the top of either America or Siberia. The sea
route round the America is known as the Northwest
Passage. Many explorers like John Cabot, Giovanni
da Verrazano and John Franklin etc., while trying to
conquer the Northwest Passage either died or failed
but one man named Roald Amundsen got success.  In
June 1903 Amundsen sailed from Oslo on board the
Gjoa across the Arctic Ocean to San Francisco in
North America. Thus, at last the Northwest Passage
was conquered. Conquering the Northwest Passage
was hard because the Arctic Ocean was frozen the
whole winter.

After the North Pole was reached in 1909, only
the South Pole remained unconquered. South Pole’s
harsh, unforgiving climate had defeated several
expeditions, but in 1911 two well equipped teams set
out for the South Pole. It was to be a race to the
death. The first team was led by Roald Amundsen.
Leaving the east side of the Ross Sea on 19 October,

1911 he headed across the ice shelf and up to the
polar plateau. Just under two weeks later, a British
expedition led by Robert Scott set out from the
western end of the Ross Sea and made their way on
to the plateau. Amundsen’s better preparations gave
him the edge over Scott. His team arrived first at the
pole on 14 December, 1911. Scott reached the pole
on 17 January, 1912. Scott and his team all died on
the return journey. Thus Amundsen won the race.

Unfortunately, Amundsen disappeared on 18
June, 1928 (Aged 55) while flying on a rescue
mission in the Arctic. It is believed that the plane
crashed in fog in the Barents Sea. The search for
Amundsen and team was called off in September,
1928 by the Norwegian government and the bodies
were never found. Thus came the end to one of the
greatest explores of all time. ❐
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Justin Bieber : Rise to Fame
✍ Bhasita Misra

Class : VIII, Section : E

Justin Bieber rose to fame when he caught the eye
of an American superstar named Usher. People

admired Justin’s magnificent talent at such a young
age, which allowed him to achieve massive success.
He eventually became the biggest living popstar
to date.

His whole name is Justin Drew Bieber. He was
born on 1st March, 1994 in London, Ontario, Canada.
But his real home town is Startford, Canada. He was
born when his mother Pattie Mallate was just
eighteen years old. He was just three years old when
he started playing the drums. In his childhood he
used to seat with his guiter and sang songs in the
road for his mother’s survival because at that time he
didn’t have his father Jeremy Bieber with him. He
was  twelve years old when he started a youtube
channel called ‘‘Kidrahi’’ where he used to sing
songs and from where Usher recognized him and
focused him to the world singing platform.

It was 2009 when he was brought to America to
record his first song ‘‘Never say never’’ for the film
‘‘The Karate Kid’’. The title of the song became the
motto of his life. And this is how he became the
world’s one of the biggest singers. When he was
fifteen years old he achieved the ‘‘American Music
Award for artist of the year’’. Justin is the youngest
person to ever win this prize. In 2014 he achieved the
‘‘Billboard Music Award for top social artist’’. In
2016 he got the ‘‘Grammy award for best dance
recording’’ for the song ‘‘Where are you now’’ and
several others. He has got 111 million followers on

Instagram and 105.2 million followers on Twitter
more than Taylor Swift and Rihana. He is the third
most followed person on Twitter. His album ‘Purpose’
debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200,
selling 522,000 copies in its first week of release.

On 13 September, 2018 he married an
American supermodel named Hailey Baldwin
(Presently Bieber). Following the same year he
actually became a fashion designer and opened a
fashion house called ‘Drew House’. Justin even
condolenced Sudhakantha Bhupen Hazarika after his
death, on twitter. He was only fourteen years old
when he started his career and now he is twenty
five. ❐

‘‘Haters will say what they want
but their hate will never stop

you from chasing your dream.’’ —Justin
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The Ghost of Greed
✍ Varnayu Attree

Class : X, Section : B

It was a Sunday morning. I was reading the daily
newspaper, scrutinizing through each and every

word from the headlines. Suddenly my grandma
appeared from nowhere with an earthen pot in her
hand. I observed the pot carefully. The pot had a
small hole near its closed mouth. It was actually like
a piggy bank that had the shape of a pot. She handed
over the pot to me, with her regular appealing smile.

I watched the whole thing from its top to
bottom. The thing quite impressed me as it was
already half filled with coins. I decided to break that
thing right then and take out all the coins it had but
my grandmother discouraged me on doing so. She
warned, ‘‘Don’t break the pot until it’s completely
filled up. If you break it, the spirit living inside the
pot might get enraged and may punish you for your
greed.’’ I tried to control myself from laughing after
hearing what she said. Actually, I was not a guy who
believed in ghosts, spirits or any supernatural things
like that. They are just a figment of our imagination !
But still I tried not to break her trust on me and
hence decided to save the money it had inside it.

I tried my best to control from not breaking that
thing but at last, I had to do it. I carefully collected
all the coins that were scattered on the ground. I
counted them and found that I had a sum of Rs. 669,
which was actually quite a huge amount for a kid
like me. I just imagined what I could do with this

money on just a single day. Chips, juices, chocolates,
pizza, burgers...... etc. and what not. I could eat
everything I wanted ! So, I started with a packet of
chips, then a bottle of fizzy drink, and this quest of
eating various food items continued until I came to
a state where my stomach almost swelled.

Well, I was pleased with the food that I had
consumed but my stomach wasn’t. It started aching
very badly. Unfortunately, I fell sick and had to run
several times to the washroom. I was bedridden ! I
started wondering, ‘‘This wouldn’t have happened if
I had listened to my grandma.’’ Maybe, I could have
used the money wisely. But now there was no point
of thinking about it.

I was trying to sleep but the ache in my stomach
wasn’t allowing me to do so. As I was occupied in
my world of thoughts, unexpectedly I heard a frail
voice from a distant. It was none other than my
sweet Grandma, with her familiar smile. She came
near me and told, ‘‘Do you remember what I told
you about the spirit of the pot. It was the one which
made you greedy enough to do all the unwanted
things without thinking about their consequences.’’
Even though she said it in a bit of superstitious way
but she was partially correct. Money or greed can
change anyone unknowingly, even if you are a good
human being. That day I learnt a precious lesson for
my life. ❐

‘‘To thine own self be true, and it must follow, as the night the day,
thou canst not then be false to any man’’.

—William Shakespeare

FIBS AND FABLES



SHANKARIAN, 2019

SHRIMANTA SHANKAR ACADEMY, DISPUR, GUWAHATI 61

A GAME THAT TAUGHT RENU A LESSON
✍ Riya Bhattacharya

Class : VII, Section : C

There was a girl named Renu. She was a cute girl
with lots of positivity. She was in class 7. In her

school the kabaddi matches were going on. Before
some days, Renu and her classmates were extremely
excited for it. They all worked hard to learn the
techniques and tips of the match. They practised as
many times they could.

On the last day before their first match they all
were positive about their team spirit and their
strategy. All were in a cheerful mood. But behind
that there was some amount of fear, which was
obvious. Renu and her team won the first two
matches. The level of their happiness was
somewhere else. They all were very happy.

And their third match was with the class that
had not won a single match. They all were not
worried about their third match. They all were in
hopes of winning the match. But as their luck was
bad the opponent team won by one point. Everyone
was shocked. The team members were very angry
and started to blame each other. Renu also did the
same. All of them decided not to play anymore. They
lost all their positivity.

The next match of Renu’s team was with a
strong team. Some members told that they didn’t

want to play, some said they would not win the next
match. And luckily their third match was on the next
day. School got over and all returned to home. Renu
came home but she was very upset. She didn’t talk to
anyone. Her mother asked her the reason for her bad
mood but Renu didn’t answer. After asking a
thousand times she told that they won the first two
matches and lost the third match by one point. And
she began to cry.

After sometime her mother came to her and
told— ‘‘I know it feels really bad when we lose with
little difference. In the match it is not important to
win or lose. You should not think about it and think
what you have learnt from it. You have learnt so
many things from today’s matches, like— being
confident and positive we can win a match, but being
over confident can make us lose.

The schools don’t organise these games to give
prizes or to make winners or losers. They do it to
increase teams spirit, sportsmanship, cheerfulness
and positivity among the students. These qualities
can help you a lot in your future.’’ Renu understood
well what her mother told and promised her to play
the next match by giving her 100 percentage and
with full positivity and cheerfulness. ❐



Blinded by Pride
✍ Shyamantika Das

Class : IX, Section : D

Jay was a good child but he was very introvert,
because of which he had very few friends. He

thought that people would make fun of his low marks
and that not many would want to be friends with a
below average student like him.

One day, the class teacher asked all the students to
create something useful out of waste as an assignment
and bring it to school the next day.  Jay was excited
because he wanted to use this opportunity to prove
himself. The next day, Jay bought an unused clay pot to
school and explained how it could be converted to an
innovative clay refrigerator. He demonstrated by
placing a small clay pot inside a larger one and filled
the gap between the  two pots with sand. He then
poured cold water over the sand.

‘‘The wet sand will keep the food placed inside
the smaller pot fresh. This device could be used to store
all the leftover food’’, he explained.

He also informed his teacher that he planned to
install the clay refrigerator in his neighbourhood so that
everyone could put food inside which can later be
distributed to the poor.

The teacher was extremely impressed by Jay’s
idea and awarded him the first prize. After that day, Jay
realised that his strength lay in thinking creatively and
he began applying it in all his assignments. He slowly
gained confidence, which also reflected on his studies,
as he began scoring well in all subjects.

The following academic year, Jay was made the
class monitor of Class IX. He soon became a popular
student at school, and everyone wanted to be a friend
of him. But pride changed him— he would insist on his
friend adhering to his ‘rules’, failing which he would
remove them from his group. Finally, his friends
decided they had enough of his behaviour and stopped
talking to him. Not having any friends made Joy sad
and lonely again. He lost his confidence and kept to
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himself most of the time; he didn’t talk much with his
parents too. Then one day, Jay’s father saw him
frantically searching for something at home.

‘‘What are you looking for ?’’asked his father. But
Jay did not answer and continued looking for his lucky
pen which he used for all his exams. It was a  special
gift from a friend. He looked everywhere— at school,
the playground, his desk and study table, but he still
couldn’t find it. He was panicking as his exams were
starting the next day.

When Jay returned from school that day, his father
asked him, ‘‘Did you find what you were looking for ?’’
Jay did not answer this time too.

‘‘Sometimes the things we are looking for are
right in front of us but we fail to see it. Instead, we go
looking outside’’, said his father, who had observed
that Jay had not been his usual self at home.

Jay then got the sudden idea to look for the pen by
his bedside, because he now remembered using it to
take some notes while studying the previous night. He
searched his bed and finally found it under his pillow.

When he looked at the pen, he remembered his
dad’s words. He recalled the time when he was popular
in school and how he started treating everyone badly
especially his best friend Sanjay who had gifted him
the pen on his birthday two years ago. Jay felt ashamed
now. Pride had blinded him to his true friends. He ran
crying to his dad and hugging him, he confessed his
mistake. His dad considered him and told him that he
had to apologise to his friends for his behaviour.

The next day at school, he saw Sanjay who was
struggling to write with a broken pen. This was his
chance, thought Jay and offered Sanjay his lucky pen
and gestured that he was sorry. Sanjay smiled and
accepted the pen.

There on, Jay did not aspire to be a popular kid in
school. He just wanted to be a good friend. ❐
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Carousel Cries
✍ Dorothy Bhuyan

Class : IX, Section : D

It was one of those evenings with Vermillion
skies.

Mother gave me her finger to hold and so did
father, as I was swinging in between them, my
feather— like self hanging and holding on to their
fingers with my tiny grip.

The fair was flamboyant and ever welcoming.

It was one of those beautiful dusks that you can
anticipate to end up as one of your most joyous
memory some day in future.

I walked through the crowds, still holding tight,
I looked at all the colourfull candyfloss on sticks, I
could see all the balloons and toys. It made me feel
happy but greed wasn’t a friend of mine, wasn’t a
foe.  It was just a stranger to me back then.

Every swing and ride scared me. I was very
timid and certainly very much of a coward. When all
the children of my age would pull off their parents
hair in stubbornness to ride on swings, I would just
quietly try to walk my way out of the idea of doing
so as a child.

Mother, father were extremely kind to me as a
kid. I was their beloved one, they aimed to carve me
into a brave person. But, unlike everyone my age, I
was an absolute coward. I was scared of the pettiest
things.

As the fair was getting brighter and the music
on the carousels louder, the tune of the music and
the sound of the children’s laughter caught my
mother’s attention. She held my little self by the
waist in an attempt to put me on one of the horses.
She knew how much I was fond of the colour blue.
She held me tight right away and raised me up to one
of the most vividly coloured mintry-blue horses with
yellow lights on.

I wasn’t happy at all, I was scared, distressed
and was already in tears..... I yelled at the top of my
lungs and everyone’s eyes watching stared at this
little kid crying like a miserable three year old.... Oh
wait, I WAS a miserable three year old back them.
They probably assumed that I was being kidnapped
or something and my parents knew they owe them an
explanation, which they did.

Well it was my first ever ‘Carousel cry’.

And then I grew up. I grew up to be exactly the
opposite of who I was as a little child. I had this
power and position in the society and every human I
knew was either the people so as equal to me or the
ones who survived under my sole. I was not scared
of anything. I was successful, powerful and most
importantly, independent. I felt the superiority in my
veins.

I was able to achieve so much in my life, so
much that I couldn’t have ever even comprehend to
imagine I would. It was my pride. I was my pride.

And then there would be days I would be
sipping on my morning himalayan tea, thinking of
my days of cowardice and laugh at it, mockingly
enough.

‘‘Oh you were such a little loser, weren’t you ?
Haha.’’

Well how will that even matter now ? I was so
certain that I was way past that self of mine, I was
so aware that I changed myself all by my own and
was able to be where I’m standing now.

And now I’m here, sitting on one of the horses
of this broken carousel. No one comes here now. It’s
all in ruins, no lights but the paint on the horses still
as fresh and bright as it was 25 years ago, just with



SHANKARIAN, 2019

64 SHRIMANTA SHANKAR ACADEMY, DISPUR, GUWAHATI

a little dust to accompany them. I sit and I wish I
wasn’t this much drowned in my own pride all
throughout these years. I sit here reminiscing the
words my mother said the last time we were here
during the fair, ‘‘Get on the swing, I know you can
do it. You’re brave, right ? Come on, little one, I
believe in you, I believe in you.’’ She whispered to
me as she raised me to one of the blue horses, I cried
and I failed back then. A few year later, I left my
home at fifteen, in search of freedom. I was scared
and was still a coward. Everyday I would whisper to
myself the chant my mom whispered to me each and
every day in those fifteen years, ‘‘I believe in you,
you’re brave.’’ And I would reach the heights.

Here I’m sitting on the ride, mother, I’m sorry
you’re not here to see me conquering my fears. I’m
sorry that I’ve been lost since the last 13 years and
you could never see my face. I thought I was brave,
I thought I was the only one who was the bravest of
all. But I’m so wrong. I was such a coward to not

even call you or meet you both even once during my
days of happiness. I’m so sorry, I couldn’t remember
you, mother, father.

I’m sorry that, I never thanked you for helping
me conquer my fears. I’m sorry I didn’t thank you
for giving me that Chant, mother. But I’m still a
coward, I am, as I could never for even once
remember you. As I sit here, realizing that fact. Anne
Frank was right, regret is so much stronger than
gratitude, isn’t it ?

And here I am crying, yelling at the top of my
lungs but the only differences are, no one to watch
and stare, no one you owe an explanation to, and the
memory definitely didn’t turn out to be the most
joyous one, and today, I am finally sitting on that
exact blue horse you raised me up to while
whispering in your beautiful voice thats now all in
the stars, somewhere pairing up with father’s.

Here I am, serenading my carousel cries,
It is one of those evenings with Vermillion

skies. ❐

DO YOU KNOW THAT ✍ Zahin Ali, Class : VII, Section : E

1. Bhut Jolokia is the third hottest chilli of the
world.

2. The world’s first university was established in
Takshila in 700 BC.

3. India is the second largest English speaking
country in the world.

4. Mawlynnong in East-Khasi District in
Meghalaya is the cleanest village in Asia.

5. Sushruta, India’s Ancient Surgeon is regarded
as ‘FATHER OF SURGERY’’.

6. From July to September 2001, heavy
downpours of blood-red rain fell sporadically in
Kerala, India and was regarded as ‘KERELA’s
BLOOD RAIN’’.

7. India has been the largest troop contributor to
United Nations Peacekeeping Missions.

8. Raiyoli Dinosaur Fossil Park in Gujarat is the
third largest Dinosaur park in the world.

9. Nabin Chandra Das is regarded as ‘‘FATHER
OF RASGULLA’’.

10. The couplets composed by Kabir known as
Dohas cover around fifty nine themes.

11. The ubiquitous Amul girl was created by
Eustace Fernandez and Sylvester Da Chunha
in the year 1966.

12. Mullik Ghat Flower Market in Kolkata is the
biggest flower market in India.
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The State of Melancholy — 25th April, 2015
✍ Mandisha Shivam

Class : IX, Section : D

The whole world knew about it, but now perhaps
everyone has forgotten the day in their busy

schedule of life. But I remember everything. Not
only I but all the families who have lost their loved
ones. Yes, on this very day of 25th April, I lost my
dearest and my nearest ‘‘MAMA AITA’.

On this day we lost thousands of people to the
dreadful tremor shakes of the Earth on the land of
Nepal, Kathmandu. My ‘MAMA AITA’ with her
friends was there from Assam. Their bodies returned
back but not their soul.

She was one with whom I could share every-
thing, she who taught me to stand up against
someone who talked about me unpleasantly. She was
a precious teacher, who taught me my lessons of life.
She was one with whom I have seen uncountable
episodes of ‘BALIKA BADHU’. And OH MY
GOD ! How can I forget her vegetable dish I loved
it but she used so much oil that every time grandpa

used to be annoyed with her for that. But will I get
to eat that dish again in my lifetime? Not just my
‘MAMA AITA’ was the awesome one but unlike all
the other ladies who had gone with her were just too
awesome living beings with pure souls.

She used to scold me every time whenever I
didn’t study and went on using the phone.
Sometimes I followed her command but sometimes I
felt it annoying and ignored. No one can also fill the
fissure of that person in my life who always used to
come and oil my hair and comb it and her words,
‘‘Suwali manuhar nisina tel-tul di thakibo lage ako’’.
And all these things are vexing my heart apart.  To
write about all the memories connected to her even
the whole magazine will be insufficient.

Lastly, I pray to the Almighty for her soul to
rest in peace. Bless us ‘MAMA AITA’ wherever you
are. You will be always the guiding star in my life
ahead dear ‘MAMA AITA’. ❐
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HAUNTED
✍ Prachi Das Chakraborty

Class : IX, Section : A

In a certain distant land, lived a boy named Sean
with his mother. Sean was in his late twenties and

was working at a private company. He was an
intelligent, self-esteemed, loyal and hard-working
boy. He used to work very hard to make ends meet.
The mother named Emma was a widow but a very
cheerful lady. She used to help the poor and made
the people of the land happy with her errands.
Everyone loved the sweet duo of mother and son and
praised them for their work.

On 12th September, 1832, Sean as usual went
for work and Emma was busy feeding the poor. After
few hours, when Emma was taking rest in the settee
and reading a novel, a call came from Sean who
informed his mother that he got a scolding from his
boss for a mistake and as a punishment he has to
work late night in the office. The mother at first was
tensed but then she recovered and told Sean to be
careful late at night.

It was 11 p.m. and Sean was returning from the
office. As he was turning the speaker in the high
volume he felt someone rushing past the car. He
looked up at the window and gasped, white figure
stood facing the car. Its hair was long and hands
were bloody. It held a human head in one of its
hands and walked towards the car very slowly. Sean
was numb with fear and lost his senses. By the time
he recovered, it was right near the vehicle and ready
to pounce on him. Sean without thinking started the
car and hit it hard.

Since there was no police at night, Sean took it
to be the opportunity and drove the  car at 150 km/
hr. After reaching home he directly went to his
bedroom and slept for fifteen hours. When he woke
up, he saw his mother near his bed. Emma, on seeing
Sean gave a concerned look an asked, ‘‘How was
your night ?’’ Sean looked away from his mother
without saying anything. ❐

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT ENGLISH

❖ The most common letter in English is ‘e’.
❖ The most common vowel in English is ‘e’,

followed by ‘a’.
❖ The most common consonant in English is

‘r’ , followed by ‘t’.
❖ Every syllable in English must have a vowel

(sound). Not all syllables have consonants.
❖ Only two English words in current use end

in ‘‘gry’’. They are ‘‘angry’’ and ‘‘hungry’’.

❖ More English words begin with the letter ‘s’
than with any other letter.

❖ A sentence that contains all 26 letters of the
alphabet is called a ‘pangram’.

❖ The following sentence contain all 26 letters
of the alphabet. ‘‘The quick brown fox jumps
over the lazy dog.’’ This sentence is often
used to test typewriter or keyboards.
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‘‘AND THEN THERE WERE NONE’’ : A REVIEW
✍ Florisha Nandi

Class : VII, Section : C

The novel ‘And Then There Were None’ written
by Agatha Christie, started with the ten main

characters travelling to Indian island. They were
invited by a person called ‘U. N. Owen’. On
reaching, they were informed that Mr. Owen had left
for the mainland and a week ago, Mr. and Mrs.
Rogers were appointed as the house servants. So
they were given the responsibility to take care of the
guests till the host returned.

Every guest was given an individual room.
When each one entered their rooms, they were
surprised to find a nursery rhyme ‘‘Ten Little
Soldiers’’ hanging on the wall. The poem described
the actions and deaths of ten soldiers who were
killed one by one until there was none.

As the guests were introducing themselves
during the dinner on first day, the sound of a
recorded voice message suddenly came from
nowhere which briefly described the ways by which
every person in the room had committed a murder.
On following the recorded sound, they found that in
the next room, Mr. Rogers had played it on the
instruction of Mr. Owen.

On being exposed about the murders, eight of
the guests tried to prove their innocence by
counteracting situations for which they had to
commit the murders. Except Anthony Marston and
Phillip Lombard, who were the only two who did not
speak a word, the other eight guests wanted to leave
the place as soon as possible. Mr. Rogers informed
them that the boat would be coming from mainland
the next day. Just then Anthony Marston, who had
taken a sip of this drink, got choked. All the other

people thought that it was a suicide. Dr. Armstrong,
who was a doctor by profession, tested his drink and
found cyanide in it.

After the guests went back to their room,
Rogers stood near the dining table puzzled. While he
was staring at the ten Chinese figures on the centres
of the table he found that one of the Chinese figure
was missing.

Next day, Mr. Rogers found that his wife was
dead. He ran to Armstrong’s room to wake him up.
On analysing her, he came to know that she died due
to overdose of chloral.

After breakfast, on the same day Rogers, with a
puzzling mind asked Dr. Armstrong about the
disappearance of the two Chinese figures from the
table. He, having no answer, discussed with Blore
and Lombard about the delay of the boat from the
mainland. Suddenly Mr. Macarthur yelled that the
boat would never come until no one was alive. He
described his feeling that he would be the next one
to die and actually, after lunch, Dr. Armstrong found
him dead. Everyone agreed that one of the remaining
seven guests was the murderer. They started to
search all the out buildings and their building but
nothing was found.

The next day, the guests found Mr. Rogers dead
while chopping sticks. In the absence of Mr. and
Mrs. Rogers, Emily and Vera prepared breakfast for
everyone. After having the meal, everyone except
Emily went to their respective rooms. While she was
standing in the dining room, she heard a bee buzzing
around. She suddenly remembered that Vera was
mentioning about bees in the morning, written in the

Review



rhyme hanging on the walls of every room. She was
confirmed that the next murder would be related to
bees. Just then, the bee stung her. In the evening,
after everyone assembled in the drawing room, they
observed that Emily was absent. On searching for
her, she was found dead in the dining room. Dr.
Armstrong testified that she was injected a poisonous
syringe and not killed by the sting of a bee.

After the heinous incidents, Justice Wargrave
suggested that everyone should collect all the
poisonous and dangerous drugs in the house along
with Lombard’s revolver and keep it safe in a place.
The poisonous drugs were in possession of Dr.
Armstrong and he put them in the locker. When
Lombard went to his room to get his revolver, he was
astonished to see it missing from its place. After
informing this to everyone, the revolver was
searched in every corner of the house but it was
found nowhere.

In the evening, after a tea-supper, Vera went to
her room while the others were still sitting in the
dining room thinking about the previous incidents.
When Vera entered her room, she could feel the
presence of another being in the room. Someone had
held her shoulder. She, in fear, screamed for help.
Everyone from the dining room rushed to Vera’s
room but found no one but Vera alone. She thought
to herself that maybe that was her delusion because
of the past incidents. It was then that Vera realized
that Justice Wargrave was not with them. They
searched for him and found him sitting on a high-
backed chair in the dining room, shot dead. Another
figure from the Chinese figures were missing.

The remaining four characters went to their
rooms after having dinner. While inspector Blore
was sitting beside the bed, he heard the sound of
someone walking by the door. He went out to see a
shadow disappearing in the dark. He ran to
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Lombard’s room and woke him up. By the time
Lombard got ready; Blore went and knocked on Dr.
Armstrong’s room. When he did not respond,
Lombard  inserted his little finger through the key
hole and found that the key was not in the key hole.
They went to Vera’s room and asked her to not open
the door until both of them asked her to do so. When
Lombard and Blore could not find anyone, they
called Vera. They found the revolver in the same
place where it was before. All the three of them then
went to the dining room in despair. They noticed that
only three Chinese figures were remaining.

The three decided to stay outside the house to
remain safe. Blore went in to get food. Just then,
they heard a crashing sound of a statue falling off the
second floor window, killing Blore. On running to
the spot, they also found  the body of Dr. Armstrong
drowned in the sea.

Thinking Lombard to be the murderer, Vera
snatched the revolver from him and shot him. Being
happy to survive, she entered the house. She could
hear the voice of Hugo, whom she had killed earlier,
was calling him. On remembering about the last line
of the poem, ‘‘One little soldier boy left all alone; He
went and hanged himself and then there were none’’,
she hung herself on a rope, standing on a chair which
was already present in her room.

After a long time form the incident, two
detectives— Thomas Legge and Inspector Maine
came to the island to search for the characters. They
found a manuscript in a bottle. The killer explained
the motivation and means by which he killed all the
characters pertaining to the ways which were written
in the rhyme ‘‘Ten Little Soldiers’’. The killer
always wanted murder to be an art and he was
successful in it. The letter was signed by Lawrence
Wargrave, whom they had called by the name
‘‘Justice’’ Wargrave or ‘‘Mr. Owen’’. ❐
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The Chef who has served dignity alongside over
22.5 lakh free meals to the destitute

# Indian Heroes
✍ Kesar Das

Class : XI, Humanities / G

Narayanan Krishnan was living the dream of
many a young Indian when his life was

changed forever by an old man living on the street.
A young internationally famous five star chef,
Narayanan was due to travel to Switzerland for the
next phase in his career when he saw a homeless old
man on the road one day, unable to bear the pain of
hunger, eating his own faeces. Getting out of his
vehicle, he quickly purchased some food and gave it
to the old man.

But the image haunted the chef for days and he
found himself questioning his own life choices as a
chef providing food for the wealthy while people all
around him were starving. Cancelling his own plans
to work abroad, Narayanan Krishnan—much to the
shock of his own parents and friends—quit his high
profile job in India as well and decided to do more
for those who had no one to help them.

From Akshaya Foundation to Akshaya Home
He began in the year 2002 by seeking out those

orphans and old or disabled people who lived on the
road and prepared food daily for them. With the help
of locals, soon the movement grew and he created
the Akshaya Foundation as a van that was basically
a mobile caretaking unit. With the aim of giving
respect to the destitute, Narayanan also learned the
art of hair-cutting to give the homeless a clean
appearance.

Even as he struggled with funds, he did not
waver and finally, in 2013, the Akshaya Home in

Madurai was founded. Till date, the Akshaya Home
has been a home to around 1500 old people and
disabled and Narayanan Krishnan has successfully
reunited at least 400 of them with their family
members. The van now serves as an ambulance to
aid the homeless and provide medical aid.

The Meals

Every day, fresh meals are prepared thrice daily
and served to all 450 + people at the home.
Narayanan Krishnan and the staff wake up early and
prepare the food using fresh ingredients bought from
local markets of Madurai. Meals consist of healthy
South Indian specialty dishes including idlis, pongal,
oothapams, upma, dosa, parottas and biryanis. Till
2016, over 2.25 million meals have been served for
free to the destitute by Narayanan Kirshnan.

Kindness inspiring kindness

For viewers of Malayalam cinema, this story
will indeed sound familiar. Narayanan Krishnan’s
story was showcased in a subtle yet telling fashion in
the 2012 hit film Ustad Hotel. In a wonderful
example of ‘kindness inspiring kindness’, the movie
would inspire the city of Kozhikode in Kerala (where
the movie was set) to start ‘Operation Sulaimani’, a
process by which the public along with over 200
restaurants worked together to ensure nobody in the
district would be hungry and those without money
would be served food for free with dignity. ❐

Convergence of Creativity and Entity
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Crafting Theory into Reality
✍ Manas Pratim Goswami

Gyandeep Kalita
Class : XII, Science / B

So, what is the first thing that comes to your mind
when you hear the word ‘‘black hole’’? —A

hole which is black in colour ?

Well as a matter of fact, black holes are not
actually holes. A black hole is super dense region of
spacetime that exhibits such strong gravitational
effects that nothing— not even light— can escape.
Most black holes are formed from the collapsed
remnants of a star that was at least thirty times the
mass of the sun. To form a black hole, the collapsed
star will shrink down to an infinitely dense point
called a singularity.

Around the singularity, there is an imaginary
boundary called the event horizon. Beyond the event
horizon, light gets bent due to the force of its gravity.
Albert Einstein proved that not only can gravity
capture light, it can also distort time and space.
Inside the event horizon the entire concept of time
and space completely breaks down.

Ever since their discovery, there has been
several attempts to picture a black hole.

In the year 1916, a scientist named Karl
Schwarzschiled proposed the theoretically possible
shape of a black hole. New advanced technologies
have it made it possible for us to see the actual
image of a black hole.

The first ever real image of a black hole was
released in 10th April, 2019.

Though scientists had theorized they could
image black holes by capturing their silhouettes
against their glowing surroundings, the ability to
image an object so distant still eluded them.

A global team of astronomers, led by Harvard
scientists, formed to take on the challenge, creating

a network of telescopes known as the Event Horizon
Telescope or the EHT. They set out to capture an
image of a black hole by improving upon a
technique that allows for the imaging of far away
objects, known as Very Long Baseline
Interferometry, or VLBI.

VLBI works by creating an array of smaller
telescopes that can be synchronized to focus on the
same object at the same time and act as a giant
virtual telescope. This technique has been used to
track spacecraft and to image distant cosmic radio
sources, such as quasars.

To test VLBI for imaging a black hole and a
number of computer algorithms for sorting and
synchronizing data, the Event Horizon Telescope
team decided on two targets each offering unique
challenges.

The closest supermassive black hole to earth,
Sagittarius A*, interested the team because it is in
our galactic backyard— at the center of our Milky
Way galaxy, 26,000 light-year (156 quadrillion
miles) away. But it’s location in our own galaxy
meant the team would have to look through a
‘‘pollution’’ of dust and stars ! Nevertheless, due to
its local interest and huge size, it was chosen as one
of the two targets.

The second target was the supermassive black
hole M87*. One of  the largest known supermassive
black holes, M87* is located at the center of the
gargantuan elliptical galaxy Messier 87, or M87, 53
million light years (318 quintillion miles !!) away.
Substantially more massive than Sagittarius A*,
which contains 4 million solar masses, M87*
contains 6.5 billion solar masses. In addition to its
size, M87* interested scientists because unlike
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Sagittarius A*, it is an active black hole, with matter
falling into it and spewing out in the form of jets of
particles that are accelerated to velocities near the
speed of light.

Though the EHT set out to image both M87 and
Sagittarius A* the black hole at the centre of the
Milky way, they have succeeded only in imaging the
former, despite its being much further away.

By 2017, the EHT was a collaboration of eight
sites around the world— and more have been added
since them.

Each telescope used for the EHT had to be
highly synchronized with the others to within a
fraction of a millimeter. This degree of precision
makes the EHT capable of resolving objects about
4,000 times better than the Hubble Space Telescope !
Gathering data for years gave the team a substantial
amount of data to process. The recorded media were

then physically transported to a central location
because the amount of data, around 5 petabytes,
exceeds what the current internet speeds can handle.

At this central location, data from all eight sites
were synchronized using the time stamps and
combined to create a composite set of images,
revealing the never-before-seen silhouette of M87*’s
event horizon.

There are certainly many more black holes cut
there in the universe, just waiting to be discovered.
Who knows what amazing new discoveries scientists
will make about black holes in the future, and how
many more black holes they will find ? Would you
consider yourself to be one of them ? Or would you
consider going into space and taking the risk to get
a closer look at black holes ?

Well, nothing’s ever stranger than a black
hole ! ❐

Jal Bal
✍ Tanish D. Kashyap

Class : XI, Science / B

‘‘Every drop in the ocean counts’’. This famous
line means that each and every drop of water is

necessary in the formation of an ocean. Water is a very
precious natural resource available in this earth. About
two third of the earth’s surface is covered fully with
water. But out of this only 1% is consumable for us.

Presently, the humans are wasting and polluting
the water unnecessarily, leading to water scarcity.
Increase in population, unequal distribution of water
and exploitation of water bodies are some common
causes. So, to stop this problem, conservation of water
is very important. From ancient period, people  used
different conservation techniques to save water.  Some
of the techniques are Rain water Harvesting, Bamboo
drip irrigation, Johads, Sand Bores etc. Out of these,
rain water harvesting is very important. The rain water

from the roof directly moves through the pipes and
finally moves in the ground, where it gets purified with
the help of sand and bricks. In states like Meghalaya,
Karnataka, Rajasthan people are  still using these
techniques to satisfy their needs for water.

The Government must take proper initiative in
order to save water. Every house of this country must
get regular and clean water supply in order to stay free
from water borne diseases. Legendary Bolly-wood
actor Amitabh Bachchan has been elected as the brand
ambassador of Swacch Bharat Abhiyan. The
Government must spread awareness about conserving
water through advertisements in order to make people
aware about this serious problem. Hope one day we can
bring an end to ‘water scarcity’. For this each one of us
must work hard on it. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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KLEPTOMANIA
✍ Richa Upadhyaya

Class : XII, Humanities/F

For many people shoplifting and stealing have lucid
associations. Something nasty or unethical or

shrewd ! But can we imagine someone being maniac to
stealing ? Sounds quite strange though, let’s get into
some details of stealing (kleptes) —a mania :
kleptomania.

Kleptomania is a very rare impulsive control
disorder, that results in an irresistible urge to steal.
Found in fewer than 1 million cases per year in India,
the prevalence of kleptomania in the entire world
population is unknown; but translates to about 1.2
million of the 200 million American adults.
Kleptomania is thought to account for 5% of
shoplifting in the world. It is  a rare but serious mental
disorder that can cause much emotional trauma to
themselves and their loved ones. Though kleptomania
cannot be treated, it can be kept at bay.

An imbalance of certain chemicals called neuro-
transmitters, which help the nerve cells in the brain to
send messages to each other, is thought to be a cause
of this disorder. Kleptomanics feel intense pressure and
stress building within themselves and when they
commit the theft, the stressor is released. Kleptomania
may also occur as a result of hereditary transmission.

The symptoms are very common and sometime
we ourself may feel that we may be suffering from any
psychological disorder as such, but it depends on the
intensity of those symptoms that determine if we suffer
from any. Such symptoms are, repeated inability to
defend against urges to steal things, that none are
essential for private use or of any economic value;
thoughts of intrusion; inability to control the urge to
steal; feeling of pleasure following the theft; stress;
remorse. But here theft is not executed to convey
antagonism or revenge and is not reaction to delusion
or a fantasy, but due to an uncontrollable urge. This
state of mind prevents a person from leading a
productive life. And as mentioned earlier, kleptomania

is not curable and therefore leading a normal life
becomes very difficult.

Kleptomania leaves the maniac completely
distorted where they may develop a disturbed state of
mind; not being able to blend themselves into a normal
social life. Emotional effects include guilt, stress and
shame after the theft. Physical effects includes arrest or
incarceration. But the social effects such as, being
considered as a thief, abstraction from loved ones,
termination of job, poor self image, criminal records
etc. often leave kleptomaniacs depressed and mentally
and emotionally broken. During such traumatic
situations company of friends and family members,
their mental support and regular quality sessions with a
psychologist is must. Only then would the
kleptomaniac be able to abstract themselves from
stealing and thus reduce their obsession. However
difference between ordinary theft and kleptomania is
major though meager. The only difference is the motive
of theft ! Kleptomania is the recurrent failure to resist
to steal items even though the items are not of any
economic value or use. They steal as a result of their
obsession. This is an incurred psychological disorder
and thus is different from ordinary or planned theft.

One study of clinical patients found that more
than 68 percent of those with kleptomania have been
arrested for shoplifting. Many debates and contro-
versies have arose regarding legal consequences of
kleptomaniacs but is that irresistible urge a defense to
them against the law ? Take the example of rape  —an
offender can never escape the law for forcing his
intention on someone else on the basis that he was
driven by an irresistible urge; theft should also be seen
in the same light !

‘‘WHEN I SEE IT MY FINGERS BEGIN TO
TWITCH, I FINALLY CANNOT HELP MYSELF; I
STEAL IT. IT THEN GIVES ME PEACE OF MIND.’’
(xyz a kleptomaniac) ❐
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Gravity : Thou art an undying mystery !
✍ Monjoy Narayan Choudhury

Class : XII, Science / A

What is Gravity ? A question often answered as
the simple mutual forces of attraction

between two bodies. It is often explained to us in
class with the famous story where an apple falls on
Sir Isaac Newton’s head and most of the students are
often frustrated that he decided to study this
phenomenon rather than simply eating the apple and
created a whole branch of physics named
‘‘Mechanics’’ which basically acted as an acceptable
source of reasoning of nature’s various mischiefs.
But have we ever wondered what actually gravity
is ? Why there was a sudden urge even in non living
objects to attract other objects. The reason behind
still remains as ‘‘one of the top 5 mysteries scientists
have still failed to solve.’’

Of the universe’s four fundamental forces,
gravity is an oddball, since there’s no good
explanation for why it’s quadrillions of times weaker
than electromagnetism or the forces that hold
together atoms’ nuclei. Why can a mere refrigerator
magnet defy an entire planet’s gravitational tug ?
Why it only pulls ? Why it is so well placed in
regions that you can feel the presence and its
absence and can life ever sustain if gravity
diminishes ? These mind-boggling questions have
troubled scientists for hundreds of years since the
discover of gravity by Newton in 18th century.

Einstein’s theory of general relativity regards
gravity not as a force, but a curvature of space itself
near a massive object. A complex definition often
quite difficult to explain but till date this is the
closest definition scientists have given about gravity.
It can be simply understood that gravity is a blanket
which is hung horizontally and the planets are

spinning on top of dents created on the blanket just
like trying to spin a top on a rough surface. But it’s
fascinating to see that while the spinning top often
stops, the planets haven’t stopped yet. General
relativity predicts that gravity also distorts time. This
has also been confirmed by extremely accurate
atomic clocks ticking a few microseconds per year
slower at sea level than at high altitudes where
Earth’s gravity is slightly weaker.

There is much that we now know about gravity,
yet as we strive to unify it with the other elementary
forces and particles in nature, it still remains an
enigma. The physical world is filled with improbable
and logic-twisting phenomena and it is simply
amazing that they have lent themselves to human
logic to the extent that they have ! ❐



SHANKARIAN, 2019

74 SHRIMANTA SHANKAR ACADEMY, DISPUR, GUWAHATI

Dazzling Dubai
✍ Fhahmida Zahan Ferdoci

Class : XII, Science / B

Last year, one of my close friend visited the most
popular tourist destinations of the world,

DUBAI. It was his first trip to this Emirate and he
really enjoyed a lot. He shared his beautiful
experience with me, and also shared some
fascinating facts about the city, which were hard to
believe. It’s quite strange to see such a modern,
vibrant and air-conditioned city in the middle of the
desert.

Dubai is the largest and the most populous city
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). It has attracted
world attention with its gleaming skyscrapers,
amazing weather and some of the most luxurious
hotels. It was simply a pile of sand with only one
large building built upon it and in just a few years,
Dubai has been one of the most important cities in
the world. It changed from an ordinary city to such
an amazing city that everyone wants to visit and
enjoy the scenic beauty of the place. Dubai is known
for luxury shopping, modern architecture and a
lively nightlife scene, and there seems to be a never-
ending development of innovative and over-the-top
projects. Standing about 828 metres high, the Burj
Khalifa in Downtown Dubai, is the world’s tallest
building. At the base of the mighty tower, we will
find a vibrant hub of entertainment and dining,
featuring the enormous Dubai Mall and the
choreographed musical Dubai Fountain. With more
than 70 shopping centres, Dubai has been called the
‘‘shopping capital of the Middle East’’. Home to
1,200 shops, the Dubai Mall is the world’s largest
shopping centre. Apart from this, seven of the ten
world’s tallest hotels are located in Dubai. The third
tallest and the most iconic is the Burg Al Arab, a
luxury hotel, which is designed to mimic the sail of

a ship. It is also recognised as ‘‘the world’s only
7-star hotel’’.

I also got to know that Dubai has the longest
automated metro, which covers a distance of 74.6
km. It is really amazing. Another interesting fact
about Dubai is that, it is the home to the largest
flower garden in the world, ‘The Miracle Garden’.
This is one of Dubai’s major tourist attractions and it
features more than 50 million flowers and 250
million plants. The Palms Jumeriah Island, which is
the world’s largest man-made island, is so large that
we can even see it from space.

Besides this, my friend also shared some
general and lesser-known facts about Dubai, which
were really informative and quite fun. The UAE
nationals, called Emiratis, make up only 10-15
percent of the Dubai population and the other 85
percent of residents are expatriates. Dubai is located
in such a stable zone, where the risk of earthquakes
or tsunamis is very minimal. The Dubai Taxi
Corporation has a Ladies Taxi service, with pink
roofs, exclusively for female passengers, using
female drivers. The crime rate in the UAE is
relatively low compared to more highly industrialized
nations. There is no income tax in Dubai, which is
one of the major benefits of living in Dubai. Though
Dubai is situated in the middle of the Arabian desert,
but still we can go skiing. Quite surprising, right !

There is a never ending list in praise of the
developments in Dubai and there is absolutely
nothing like Dubai in this world. I wholeheartedly
thank my friend for keeping me updated on so much
about this Emirate. Hearing quite a lot from my
friend, I also wish to go to Dubai and enjoy its
beauty, with its mouth-watering Emirate cuisine.
Hope to see you soon, Dubai.......... ❐
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Let’s Rewind
✍ Shruti Shah

Class : XII, Humanities / F

Let’s rewind back to some of the stories of my
life. It would be super long, so just grab on

some coffee.

It’s said true, everything that has a beginning
has an end and with that being said I have come to
an end of my school life. I have had two phases
which has completely changed me as a human being
in these 8 years of my journey in SSA. I joined SSA
in class V and little to my knowledge I never knew
how it could have such a big impact on my life. My
father brought forms from two schools and without
giving a second thought something attracted me to
SSA and as this article continues you will get to
know that this was my life’s best decision. Unknown
faces around me made me nervous. I had no
interaction with anyone during the first few days. I
regretted my decision and wanted to leave but I
didn’t give up and here I proudly stand as a class XII
student in this same place. I had made my own little
family who has left footprints in my heart and I still
cherish those memories everyday.

With the grace of the Almighty I had a good
percentage in my 10th boards and fortunately I got
selected in every school I applied for but you see
what I chose ! SSA AGAIN ! AND YES, I AM
HAPPY ABOUT IT; after all I made a home here

with my mothers and siblings. My second phase was
when I entered class 11; I had literally no friends as
all of them got admitted into different schools. I was
always a child who would mix up with people but
this time I questioned my own self. I struggled in my
initial place and it seemed like being caged in a dark
room with no lights, but as said God has good plans
for everyone. Today I have my own gang !

I have made some of my best friends ever. I
would like to thank these people who have made my
two years happy and successful.

I have got some of my best mothers and one of
them is Karabi maam, I still remember how I had the
worst stomach ache and she was there with me in the
sick room, patting me so that I could feel better. I
couldn’t describe how pure it was !

Whatever I have learned, I shall carry it every
single day of my life. Everything has changed except
my love for this institution. I thank everyone for
being part of this unpredictable journey.

By the time this article gets published, I will be
no longer called a ‘SHANKARIAN’ and I won’t be
wearing that blue uniform which I used to complain
about everyday. Seeking through the last steps of
‘exists’, those smiles, it made me a better person for
a better life. I sob ! Okay bye ! ❐

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things
that you didn’t do than by the ones you did do, so throw off the
bowlines, sail away from safe harbor, catch the trade winds in

your sails. Explore, dream, discover.

H. Jackson Brown Jr.
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We started with a simple Hello but ended up
with a complicated Goodbye !

✍ Man Mayuri Deka
Class : XII, Humanities / F

‘‘Uff ! Aji akou school ase !’’ it is a common

expression of mine when my mother wakes me
up every morning for school. But just thinking of the
day she would say ‘‘Utha maa aji tumar schoolor last
din, kalir pora aru nalage jabo,’’ I really felt sad to
know that day is coming closer and closer. I’ll no more
be a school student and after some months I’ll be a
college girl. Wow !! I mean how can I join college... It
seems that yesterday only I got promoted from class V
and joined the senior building (class VI to X) and
suddenly we are the senior most class of the whole
school (class XII). And at that very moment memories
of my school life snapshot in my mind.

This institution gave me some of the most
precious gifts of my life. It made us meet ours
partners-in crime : the most precious people in our
lives, our friends; the people who teach us all they
know, our gurus— the teacher; and also some other
people who take a great care of us when we get off our
buses or vomit during class— the baas’ and dadas’. A
great thanks to all the people who made this journey of
mine possible. After we leave this school nobody will
even care whether we do our home work regularly or
see that are we bunking our classes and I know some
where or the other I’m going to miss this pamper.

I still remember when we were in class I or II or
III teachers used to haunt us by saying that they would
send us to DARK ROOM if we did something wrong
and we used to believe it. Also we tried to find it but
there was nothing such... Ahh !!

Annual day function was always a great fun; not
only the final performance but the one month practice !
I mostly participated in music and sometime in bihu
and both are equally enjoyable. Even becoming a
volunteer seems a good experience now, but not then.
I understand academics is not exactly everyone’s

favourite thing— not mine either but at present I’m
even missing my classes and also the scolding we got
for talking in classes. And the craze we had (even  now
have — but less) for Justin Bieber, One Direction,
Taylor Swift, etc., etc for which we talked and talked...
Oh !! how can I forget the favourite things of girls—
Backbiting and discussing about others’ matters and
also the amount of complain of this school and after
that developed some kind of hatred for each other but
now those seems to be so silly. Also school is the place
where people have a great experience of having their
first crush !! and many know the consequences also.

I never really had a reason to dislike school but
yes ! I did complain about many things many a time.
But now I see the things are changing, and from the
day the Aerobics sessions are introduced I like it more
because I see the school is giving importance to the
health of the students along with studies and football
and kabaddi matches and annual sports day are also
great help towards keeping students fit. We will really
miss these efforts of the school in all kind of
developmental spheres. The senior secondary section is
also brilliant and especially I’m really very happy and
grateful to be a humanities student. It has  taught me
many unknown and practical things and our teachers
always keep us motivated.

But by the time this article is published, I’ll no
more be coming to school but at present I need to go;
as my school days are still on. There is a small
suggestion from my side that you should live your
school days to the fullest to have lots and lots of
memories to carry throughout your life and my twelve
years journey of S.S.A. ends.

NOW, I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE YOUR LEAVE,
BYE-BYE AND HAPPY SCHOOL DAYS !!!!! ❐
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Golden Era comes to an End
✍ Dikshita Phukan

Class : XII, Humanities / G

The hoarding ! ‘‘SHRIMANTA SHANKAR
ACADEMY’’ twenty four letters, three words,

endless memories.

I see crystal clear pictures of every moment
when I close my eyes and go down the memory lane.
It’s quite hard to sit and pen down my journey as a
‘‘SHANKARIAN’’. I still remember the very first
day I joined this institution. I was scared to see many
new faces.

Days, weeks, months, years passed by just in a
blink of an eye and today I am here at the end of the
most significant phase of my school life.

Now being a student of class XII, I am slowly
realizing that there will be no more morning
assemblies in the scorching hot sun after a few
months, no more CCA competition, no more annual
sports day, no more rehearsals for annual function,
no more interclass football tournaments, years of joy,
excitement comes to an end.

Shrimanta Shankar Academy helped me to be

what I am today. It has given me precious assets.
‘Friends’, wonderful teachers like Nilanjana Madam,
Sarmistha Madam, Deep Sir, Preetisikha Madam,
Trinity Madam and Prasanna Sir. Thanks to the
entire English Department (Urmi Madam, Ashima
Madam, Kaveri Madam and Pranamica Madam). My
special thanks to all the sports teachers, Kiriti Sir for
being such an amazing teacher who always
encourage me in the field of sports.

Hardly few months left and then I will be
known as an EX Shankarian, some what I am proud
and the same time sad. My heart yearns to wear that
Blue Uniform for another twelve years and I want to
relive those days once again.

All the memories will be treasured in my heart.
Looking on to a new horizon I hope that our
presence will be missed in the corridors of SSA.
Shankar Academy has my heart. We bleed blue.

To be part of the Shankarian family was written
in my destiny and I am of course a lucky one. ❐
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SELF-LOVE
✍ Krishna Das

Class : XII, Humanities / F

Self-love is the balance between accepting
yourself as you are while knowing you deserve

better, and then working towards it. The phrase ‘self-
love’ is often misunderstood. It actually encourages
acceptance, but many people use this as an excuse to
remain unchallenged. There are two essential
elements of self-love that must be balanced if one
wishes to live a harmonious life. The first element
encourages unconditional love towards yourself. The
focus is on mindset.

True self-love is when you appreciate where
you are and who you are, regardless of any
transformation you aspire to. The second element
encourages growth and the focus is on taking action.
Improving yourself and your life is also self-love
because it means you recognized that you deserve
more than settling for mediocrity.

True self-love can be present in anything that
adds value to your life, from your diet to your
spiritual rituals or the way you interact within your

personal relationships. A significant aspect of self-
love is acceptance that is being content with who you
are, as you are. As a result, self-love is empowerment
and liberation. An understanding of self-love allows
us to find balance between mindset and action.
Without balance we will regularly stumble, fall and
feel lost. When you love yourself, life will begin to
love you back.

Surround yourself with positive people, change
your body language, for example— smile more often
as imagined confidence will gradually start to
become genuine confidence, take some time out, find
some inspiration and motivation, stay clear of gossip
and drama, sort out your nutrition and water, express
gratitude, study your emotions, be aware of the
present, meditate, make yourself a priority,
appreciate your physical beauty, compare only with
yourself, value your inner beauty, celebrate your
achievements as well as your failures as they both
provide a lesson for lifetime. ❐
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THE AURA
✍ Bhabarnab Kashyap

Class : XII, Commerce / D

There are some friendships which go down in
history. Let me unfold to you a tale of one such

friendship. I have known those two for a really long
time. Now, in my 70s all I can do is fondly reminisce
the simple, yet wonderful things I got to experience
in my lifetime. Those two happen to be one of them.

So, there was this one time when they were
going to meet after four months. Sid was waiting
beside the ticket counter of the Asgard Roller
Coaster in the middle of the Marvel Amusement
Park. Both of them were lunatics of Marvel movies
and comics. Bunny was late, as always.
Nevertheless, he did show up after fifteen long
minutes. Seeing him, Sid’s face instantly lit up. They
did their apparently ‘cool’ handshake.

‘‘I am sorry’’, Bunny uttered as he gave Sid a
warm hug. His hugs had always felt so surreal and at
that moment, Sid felt as if that was exactly what he
had been desiring for.

‘‘Don’t be. Everyone knows about your
punctuality’’. Sid said in a fake grumpy voice.

They both bursted out into a whole hearted
laughter session. It had been four long painful
months for them— the longest they had ever been
away from each other since they were toddlers. They
first met when they were only five years old— after
a few days since Sid’s family had newly moved in to
the neighborhood. Their mothers soon became good
friends, so they kept coming over to each other’s
place to hang out. The boys started meeting each
other very often. Initially, Bunny saw Sid as inferior
to himself beause he was better built and taller than
Sid. But, soon he realized it would be economical to
form an alliance with Sid just for the sake of using

his brains to hunt out the chips and biscuits his Mum
used to hide away.

Soon enough, this alliance turned into an
unbreakable friendship. Fast forwarding a few years
to junior high school where they received their
infamous nickname of ‘Little Merciless’. They had
surpassed all standards of mischief by then— Sid
being the brains and Bunny being the brawns behind
their berserk plans. Once, after finding out that Mr.
Saini,  the Chemistry teacher actually wore a wig,
they undertook every measure until they finally
succeeded at setting his wig on fire during one of the
practical classes in the lab. They had to face a sweet
aftermath, of course. They had this weird principle
of helping the ‘needy’. They were the only ones who
could bully the bullies. Despite all their evil deeds,
they had this strange aura which made everyone,
including the teachers incapable of disliking them.
Being the goofballs that they were, all they could do
was to spread genuine happiness around them.

Let’s tune back to the amusement park. Sid and
Bunny sat on a secluded bench and went down the
memory lane recalling all the feats they had
accomplished together. They were both eighteen
then. Life had been changing ever since they went
off to different cities for their higher studies although
they were still gonna be the same troublemakers.

I could go on and on about them, but let’s keep
the rest of their tale for some other time. You know,
at this ripe age I have come to realize how simple
things are the ones that make a human life
substantial. At the end of our lives, what’ll matter the
most is how utterly we lead a life, how much
positivity and joy we spread; and not the
materialistic wealth we create. ❐
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DARK AND LIGHT
✍ Anoushka Chakrabarty

Class : XII, Science / A

Walking down a dark narrow lane : with each
step the lane just gets narrower and narrower.

With each step you take, the path closes behind you.
There’s no turning back (like The Maze Runner)
....... and suddenly the lane opens to a stage in a
stadium and there you are : with the spotlight on
you; thousands of people cheering for you. You have
no idea how you ended up there or what you are
going to present to the crowd. But the cheering of so
many people fills you up with an inspiration and the
courage to present something. The thought comes in
your mind, ‘‘All these years of experience must have
definitely filled me with some unique quality of my
own.’’ With that thought, you think of every little
thing you’ve learnt in life. With some mental
preparation and guts, you are just about to begin.

And bam ! Everything disappears. There is no
stadium, stage, spotlight or spectators. You are lying
on the floor of a dark and dingy room. Cold and
beaten. The marrow of life sucked out from you. The
door of the room is locked. You don’t seem to
remember how you ended up there. Neither do you
know why. And neither there is any other person.

Upon thinking hard, some vague memories float
in front of your eyes. A stadium....., lots of people.....
lots of light...... but everything is hazy.

At this stage two cases may arise :

CASE 1 :
After three hours........

You find a way out. The key is there right
outside the door. The darkness of the room didn’t
allow you to see the key. In fact, there is every
possibility that you might miss the fact that the room
is locked from inside; not outside. All that was

required was to shift your concentration on the light
source and get it through the narrow space between
the floor and the door. You get the key with a bit of
labour. Open the door. Get out. You are back to the
reality again. You go back to your work.

CASE 2 :

After six hours........

You are hungry and cold. The darkness is
consuming you; finishing off whatever was left
inside you. You seem to have no hope. All you are
thinking about is how will your body be decomposed
once you die inside that room, out of hunger. Will
rats feed on your corpse ? The faces of your loved
once are looming in front of you. ‘‘Only if I had seen
them for one last time’’, are your thoughts.

You give up and start chanting prayers,
surrendering everything to The Supreme Power.
Miraculously, the door opens. You go out. (Actually,
the truth is that someone happens to be passing by
the room. He finds the key lying on the floor outside,
so he opens it)

Now this little weird incident will affect your
subsequent life.

If you fall in the first category, then you’ll have
courage to fight off all your day to day obstacles.
Even in the toughest of situation, you will have it in
your mind that the solution is right in front of you.
All you need to do is find it.

However, if you happen to be the person of the
second case, then I can safely assume that there are
90% chances that incident has crushed the fighting
spirit of life; you’ve actually surrendered everything
to a mythical ‘‘Supreme Power’’. You become
superstitious and lose faith on yourself. Though there
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is still a 10% chance that you won’t succumb to
those superfluous beliefs and carry on with your
normal life undeterred.

AFTER A DECADE......

You wake up in the same cold and dark room in
the same miserable condition. However this time the
previous two cases have sub cases. And there’s a
twist.....

CASE 1.1

You find the light source. However, you don’t
find a key. You find a lighter, kerosene and a knife.
You use your brains. You heat the lock and try
cutting it simultaneously. After labouring for quite
some time, the lock is cut. You get out.

CASE 1.2

You find the light source. You also find the
kerosene, knife and lighter set. But you have no idea
what to make of all that. ‘‘It’s a trap. I am dead !’’

CASE 2.1

Finding yourself in the same condition again,
this time you surrender yourself completely ! You are
continuously chanting prayers. Your only regret
being that you don’t have your rosary !

CASE 2.2

‘‘The previous incident must be an anomaly.
After all, there are so many exceptions in chemistry;
why can’t there be one in life ?’’ With this thought,
you try finding out the clue. Ultimately you find the
rescue set. But with no idea of what to make of the
set, you fail at the last stage.

Good progress, though !

CASE 2.3

This case is similar to 2.3 except that it has a
happy ending.

You finally cracked the nut !

Congrats !

Needless to say this incident adds to the list of
things affecting your life. In fact, it makes to the top
of the list. I assume it is highly probable what impact
each case will have on you.

And mind you, this ordeal doesn’t end here. It
comes back every decade with a new twist (like a
marvel movie. Only difference being that marvel
movies release at shorter intervals) that impacts your
life in accordance to your actions and thoughts in the
room, during the crisis time.

The only thing that varies is the no. of cases that
multiply in every subsequent crisis.

The first case or first sub case or first sub case
or first sub sub case or first sub sub sub case......
always stays the same. The triumphant one ! The one
who realises that it’s just a game of light and dark.
If the room would have had light, then the situation
would not have been as critical as it sounds.
However just the elimination of light makes a whole
new scenario out of a nice and simple crisis.

To be a part of the first case, you’ve got to love
the dark. You’ve got to break away from the myth
that dark equals to negative. Dark and light are just
two  phases of the same coin. All depends on your
line of thought.

DARK OR LIGHT, IT’S ALL YOUR
PERSPECTIVE ! ❐

At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another
person. Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of

those who have lighted the flame within us.

—Albert Schweitzer
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Where do we stand in the Vast Universe
✍ Tanaya Gogoi

Class : XII, Science / C

‘‘Twinkle twinkle little star,
How I wonder what you are.
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky !’’

We all might have for once let our minds fly
among those stars in the night sky and raised

curious questions. We may have found satisfactory
answers sometimes and sometimes we didn’t. Asking
questions is the basic requirement for development.
Well, our ancestors too gazed at nature and tried to
give many theories and ideas about our lives, our
planet, and our existence.

The universe is believed to come into existence
about 13.8 billion years ago. How can we humans,
who rarely live more than a century hope to grasp
the vastness of the cosmos ? Well, science gives us
the power to see what our senses can’t. Space itself
exploded in a cosmic fire launching the universe
from a point smaller than an atom giving birth to all
energy that exists. This is what we call the big bang.
Slowly and gradually, cooked in these furnaces, the
recipe of stars and planets.

Our own sun was formed around 4.6 billion
years ago, which is quite young as compared to the
age of the universe. Then formed our solar system—
a bunch of planets and comets revolving around the
sun like a family. One of the members is our home
Earth formed 4.5 billion years ago. Earth secured a
very lucky spot to have the conditions to sustain and
nurture life. Millions of such families form our
milky way galaxy. Millions of such galaxies like our
milky way and our neighbor andromeda galaxy
formed the local group, then the virgo supercluster
and may be then, the grand universe. Where do we
stand there ? A negligible speck.

Another overridingly intense question— what
is life? Philosophy says one thing, biology another.
Well looking at the biological aspect, something that
breaths, eats, reproduces and eventually dies is said
to have life. How did life start on earth ? Yet another
debated question but what follows is the longest and
most vibrant of all conjectured stories. The story
started at the bottom of the primitive ocean, which
was very much like a steamy hot soup. Simple
inorganic compounds started combining and reacting
to form more complex structure which started to
synthesize genetic material and replicate on its own.
This was happening around 4 billion years ago, when
earth still had extremely hostile conditions.

Gradually life evolved branching into millions
of species in diverse habitats. About 1 billion years
ago, terrestrial life began. Where are we yet ? We are
not yet born. It took 15 million years to become
modern day humans from our great ape ancestors !
Isn’t it striking that all history we know is just a few
thousand years old in contrast to the evolution of the
earth and against the background of history of
universe itself ? Very much like what the great
scientist Carl Sagan quoted , ‘‘history of our species
lived there— on a mote of dust and sunbeam.’’

Every piece of history that is known to man lies
in a matter of few centuries. Every war, every joy
and suffering, kings, confident religions, creators,
destroyers, ideologies, victories, revolutions,
inventions, literature, every couple in love, every
mother and father, children, teachers, every corrupt
politician, leaders, great achievers, entertainers and
all we have ever known has been there for a time
which is infinitesimally small in the grandeur of the
cosmos. But within this time we have had the power
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and imagination to ask questions, find answers,
prove them wrong and then start another quest to
discover something bigger. Thinkers, philosophers
and scientists stood on each other’s shoulder to look
beyond the horizon and contribute their essential
piece to solve the puzzle. But this puzzle is not yet
solved. There are still thousands of unsolved
mysteries that needs better understanding and ideas.

Knowledge is like a torch which is passed on
from teachers to students to teachers. What history
has taught us is that it is actually wise to ask stupid
questions and dream with our eyes open, being
thirsty for knowledge to explore triumphs of life.
The future awaits us, so it is upon us to choose to
explore life’s vastness or confine ourselves in
emotions of superiority, hate and enmity. ❐

Blockchain : A Revolutionary Technology
✍ Syeda Inaya Tabassum

Class : XII, Science / C

Digital India— a term made familiar by the
current Indian Government. Speaking in terms

of finance, does this simply mean switching to a
cashless economy or the axe goes deeper ? That may
not be easily decipherable but there is a maganimous
technology knocking upon the population today; yes,
it is none other than Blockchain.

A technology developed by a person (or a
group) who goes by the Pseudonym, Satoshi
Nakamoto, blockchain mainly came about as a
system to use the cryptocurrency Bitcoin. A
blockchain is basically a distributed, decentralised
open ledger (a book/file that keeps record of
economic transactions and which is visible to the
public). A block contains information such as the
timing, address of the person involved in the
transaction, amounts despatched, etc., along with
pile of information on previous transactions. Soon
after a transaction has been made, the person can
upload it in the blockchain network. The transaction
will be validated (checked for accuracy) by the
people in the network and then it will be uploaded

onto the open ledger. This uploading is done by
Miners i.e. people in the network by finding the key
(specific signature) of a block with the help of
cryptographic algorithms. Once a transaction goes to
the public ledger, it becomes available to the
millions of members of the blockchain.

The speciality of blockchain is that each block
carries information of all the transactions that have
been made since the starting of the blockchain. So,
even if a hacker comes to know the key of a
particular transaction, it is next to impossible for him
to know of the previous transactions and without that
knowledge his/her efforts would be futile.

Blockchain thus removes the requirement of a
third party or a trusted entity (say bank) in a
transaction,  makes the process cheaper and also
serves as the fastest means for transactions. It needs
no saying that this technology, if accepted and
invested upon, will bring forth a revolution. However
it will carry doom to the bread earners working as
the middlemen. It shall indeed be interesting to note
how this technology handles transactions and much
more in the future decades. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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2030 : In burning flames or paradise ?
✍ Pratiti Choudhury

Class : XII, Humanities / F

How do you think the year 2030 will be like ? It
is said that humanity will change more in the

next 20 years than in all of human history, which is
not very surprising. The first ‘smartphone’ was
invented in 1992, and it became popular only around
10 years ago, and today all of our lives are consumed
by it.

Here are some predictions for 2030, some are
quite dramatic, but if you think about it, the way
smartphone have taken over our life— with the
internet, and everything being literally a click away,
in less than a decade is quite dramatic too.

According to Bill Gate’s 2015 Annual letter

By 2030 Africa’s agriculture industry will
increase productivity by 50% making the entire
continent self-sufficient.

Mobile banking will help the poor transform
their lives by 2030. Two billion people who don’t
have a bank account today will be storing money and
making payment with their phones— which has
already started to take place.

In his 2014 annual letter he predicted that there
could be almost no poor countries by 2035. In 2016,
he declared that wind, solar or some other renewable
resource will power the majority of the world within
the next 15 years, and the world will discover a clean
energy breakthrough to power us.

Ray Kurzweil, futurist and director of
engineering at Google thinks we will be able to
create virtual avatars of our deceased loved ones, in
away of bringing them back.

Engineers at Samsung are trying to develop a
pair of contact lenses that will let us go online and
read on the internet without using our fingers.

By 2030 pills will be able to detect cancer.
Google’s X lab announced in 2014 that they are
working on a pill that will send microscopic particles
into our bloodstream capable of identifying
characters and future heart attacks.

According to an issue of The Futuristic
magazine, we will have robotic earthworms which
will eat our garbage.

3D printing will have grown dramatically in
uses and even building and human organs will be
printed.

Healthcare will become largely automated with
machine replacing to 80% of doctors. Ray Kurzweil
argues that most diseases will have been wiped out
by this time.

Sam Altman president of Y combinator, a
Silicon Valley startup believes that we will be the
first species ever to design our own descendants.
Artificial intelligence will take over more than just
as personal assistant and vacuum cleaners.

These are only a few of the predictions that may
come true in the next 10 years. These make us look
forward to the future, because life will become so
much easier and interesting, right ?

Take a look at a few but scary things that will
make you not look forward to the future.

By 2030 we will pass the point where we can’t
stop climate change.

We have 12 years to limit irreversible climate
change catastrophe according to the UN.

The UNEP (United Nations Environment
Programme) claims some interesting and scary facts
about Global greenhouse emissions.

The report finds that 2030 emissions are
expected to reach 54-56 gigatonnes of carbon
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dioxide equivalent for above the level of 42 needed
to have a chance of limiting global warming to 2
degree Celsius this century.

There’s more carbon dioxide in our atmosphere
than any time in human history.

If global warming exceeds the limit of 2 degree
Celsius this century it will increase the likelihood of
more intense storms, longer droughts, sea level rise
etc.

After 2030 climate conditions could resemble
an era 3 million years ago, predict scientists. Global
warming and climate change can affect us and the
planet in more ways than we think. Our summers
and winters are getting warmer.

The sea level is rising so rapidly that many
states and cities will disappear under water. The
Arctic may lose all its summer ice by the end of
2030s.

Over just 40 years the average wildlife
populations have dropped by 60%.

We need to protect 30% of the planet by 2030
because we are losing species at a great 1000 times
greater than the natural extinction rate.

The loss of ocean Oxygen will become
noticeable in 2030 and this deoxygenation due to
climate change is threatening marine life. Scientists
know that warming planet can be expected to
gradually sap oceans of oxygen leaving fish crabs
with sea stars and ordinary life struggling to breathe.

The population too is increasing at a rapid rate.
The current population of the world is 7.3 billion,
and by 2030 it may reach 8.5 billion; consequently
consumption levels of renewable resources and
pollution will also increase.

An example of these can be seen in our own
country.

More than 670 million Indians would breathe
poor quality air in 2030 despite compliance with
pollution control policies according to Council of
Energy Environment and water and the International
Institute of Applied Systems Analysis study.

India’s metro cities will run out of ground water
in next 10 years claims an NITI Ayog report; and
40% of the population will have no access to
drinking water by 2030.

Now let me conclude with what the world
famous physicist and cosmologist Stephen Hawking
said about the future of our planet— he believed that
we will need to find a way to leave the earth in the
next hundred years because of climate change
epidemics population growth etc. and only time will
tell if we will need to leave the earth in a century or
a decade.

Now, you have seen two pictures of what the
world could be like in the next ten years. The future
is in YOUR hands. You get to choose which of these
predictions will come true. You can turn the tide. ❐
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Assam— A Fusion of Culture
✍ Shalini Sen

Class : XII, Humanities / G

Assam shares a boundary with all the states of
Northeast India and serves as a doorway to the

secrets of the seven sisters. Assam is renowned over
the world for its tea plantation and also as a delicate
interconnected hotspot of cultures, wildlife and bio-
diversity.

Assam has a diverse culture of several ethnic
and indigenous tribes of various communities. The
ethnic groups of Assam can be grouped into hill
tribes and plain tribes each with their distinct
language and culture. The Bodo Kacharis in the
west, Sonowal Kacharis in the east and Dimasa
Kacharis of Dima Hasao Hills in Cachar are
considered as the oldest inhabitants of the region.
They formed independent kingdoms before the
arrival of other ethnic groups in Assam.

Assam was also heavily influenced by the
Ahom culture. The Ahoms are the descendents of Tai
people who reached Brahmaputra valley of Assam in
1228. Sukapha, the leader of the Tai group and his
9000 followers established the Ahom kingdom
(1228-1826) which controlled much of the
Brahmaputra Valley in Assam. Even though Ahoms
made up a small portion of the kingdom’s population,
they maintained their original Ahom language and
practiced this traditional religion.

Aryan culture was infused with Assamese
culture when Indo Aryan people migrated to Assam
in approximately the 5th century BCE. They came
from Vidiha and Magadha regions of the Gangetic
Plain into Assam. A large section of the Assamese
population consisted of Hindu caste claiming lineage
from the Aryans. The Aryan wave extended to
Kamrupa District directly from Mithila long before
lower Bengal became fit for Aryan occupation.

Therefore, Kamrupa was Aryanized before Central
and lower Bengal.

British culture had quite a significant role in
shaping Modern Assamese culture. It is greatly
influenced by various events that took place under
British rule in Assam. The language was
standardized by American Missionaries while a
renewed Sanskritisation was adopted from
developing Assamese language and grammar.

Bengali culture grew in prominence in Assam
during the 1947 partition when a huge section of
Hindu Bengalis migrated to the North Eastern region
of India. Since then they have formed a crucial part
of the migrated Assamese land. During British India,
Bengali language was imposed over Assamese.
British allegedly imposed Bengali as the medium of
instruction in school, college and for official work.
Moreover the immigration of farmer from East
Bengal continue to affect contemporary politics of
Assam.

The Mughals no doubt contributed a lot to the
economic life of medieval Assam. The ‘Mariyas’
were the earliest group of Muslims to have settled in
the Eastern Brahmaputra and became attracted
towards agriculture. Azan Pir in one of his Zikirs
mentioned that the Assamese Muslims delighted in
agriculture. The contact of the Mughals with Assam
also greatly affected the land revenue administration
of the country.

The culture of Assam is thus traditionally a
hybrid one developed due to cultural assimilation of
different ethno-cultural groups under various
political, economic system in different periods of
history. ❐
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Bhupen Da and his songs
✍ Syeda Antara Zaima

Class : XII, Humanities / F

Bhupen Hazarika, also known as Bhupen Da was
renowned for his baritone voice; poetic

compositions and parables which touched on themes
ranging from romance to social and political
commentary and for his use of folk music.

He was immensely popular, touching on
reverence, in the states of Assam, West Bengal as
well as in Bangladesh. His songs were so melodious
and soothing that I get chills whenever I listen to
them.

Among the myriad of songs that he had
composed there were some goose bumps inducing
songs that reflected on topics such as patriotism,
ëë’¸˜ ’±˜±1 1+¬Û˝√√œíí is one such fine example. This
highly commemorated song applauds the beauty of
Assam and highlights its uniqueness. Songs based on
human interest such as ëë˜±Ú≈À˝√√ ˜±Ú≈˝√√1 ¬ı±À¬ı.... ˆ¬±ø¬ı¬ı

Œfl¡±ÀÚÀÚ± Œfl¡±ª± ¸˜Úœ˚˛±íí signifies the selfishness of
human beings and lack of humanity which is either
sold or bought rather than left.

In another one of his celebrated songs, ëëø¬ıô¶œÌ«

¬Û±1À1íí he talks about the cultural, political,
economical and social reform of Assamese society.
He has used some powerful words in this song for
the change in the society like ëëÎ¬◊ij±√Ú±íí and ëëø¬ÛÓ‘¬Qíí.
His affinity for nature is profusely illustrated in his
song ëëøù´˘„√√À1 ·Ò≈ø˘...... Œ “̧±ª1øÌ Œ¸±Ì±ø˘íí where he
provided a rather picturesque imagery of the beauty
of Shillong. In ëëŒÓ¬±˜±1 Œõ∂˜1 Œˆ¬±·Ê√1±øÈ¬íí, Bhupen Da
has expressed the feeling of a lover in a different
way. Here Bhupen da requested her to give him the

power to rebuild, reconstruct the society with
humanity, morality and faith so that the society can
make a bridge of assimilation.

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika’s voice which has a rich,
highly emotive, sonorously resonant voice that easily
attracts anyone. He was a communicative of
romance, passion, universalism and humanism. His
songs left an impact in everyone’s heart. Who hasn’t
been moved by ‘‘Buku Hom Hom’’ or mesmerized
by ‘‘Kohuwa Bon’’?

It is disheartening that the genres of Bhupen
Da’s songs haven’t touched many youngsters
because of their different choices and tastes in
music. But I do believe that once we hear his songs
and go through their in-depth meanings, we will find
that they are the most unforgettable musical
melodies of the nation. ❐



SHANKARIAN, 2019

88 SHRIMANTA SHANKAR ACADEMY, DISPUR, GUWAHATI

The Hallyu Way
✍ Tannaz Mahreen

Class : XII, Humanities / F

Korean pop music, popularly known as k-pop,
started its journey roughly two decades ago. It

has rightfully established itself as a leading music
genre and is the leading factor in the rise of Hallyu;
the increase in global popularity of South Korean
culture since the 1990s. Here are some pivotal
moments in K-pop that has made K-pop into the
household phenomenon it is now.

1. In the 1970s, Lee Soo Man, a Korean musician
started a metal band called Lee Soo Man and
365 days. However, because of the Korean
government's heavy censorship laws, he never
could fulfill his vision of the band. He moved to
the United States in the 1980s to study robotics
in engineering at California State University.
There he saw the influence of acts like Michael
Jackson, Cyndi Lauper and Madonna, he
understood what worked at the western market
and created a formula to bypass the Korean
Government's censorship and make something
for the audience in his home country. He
eventually created SM Entertainment in 1995
and became the first music entrepreneur in
South Korea. He masterminded a new system to
recruit, train and produce new pop stars (the
term used is 'idols') that are skilled in singing,
rapping, dancing and also acting. SM
Entertainment has created some of the biggest
names in K-pop like, SHINee, Super Junior,
Girls Generation, BoA and more recently EXO,
NCT, Red Velvet and supergroup SuperM.

2. An instrumental moment for K-pop was the
1988 Seoul Olympics, when the government
removed the restraints on foreign travel. This

allowed people to be more aware of the outside
world and music. Many musicians adopted
foreign musician styles, however, nationalistic
pride also grew and this created a new era of
music, altogether.

3. The birth of K-pop is often credited to the debut
of the group Seo Taiji and the Boys in 1992. It
had members Seo Taiji, Lee Junho and Yang
Hyun Suk (now, the founder of YG Enter-
tainment; agency of BigBang, BlackPink and
IKON) They were the first successful Korean
band in mainstream music and are the founding
fathers of K-pop as we know it today.

4. Singer Park Jin Young formed his label JYP
Entertainment in 1997 and started the era of
The Big Three; SM, YG and JYP. With JYP
having names like 2PM, Twice, Stray Kids,
Day6 and Got7 to its credit, competition
became fierce. There were other agency but, the
Big Three domination was evident.

5. With projects like H.O.T. and BoA, K-pop
penetrated the Japanese and Chinese markets
and raised physical albums sales in an age
without YouTube or social media.

6. 2007 was a year of revolution as K-pop finally
took the form we see now. Led by BigBang's
‘Lies’ and Wonder Girls’ ‘Tell Me’, the music
charts were primarily composed of K-pop. The
artists that were popular during 2007 and the
two years that followed are now regarded as
legends. This is referred to as the Golden Age in
K-pop.
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7. In late 2008, Wonder Girls’ ‘Nobody’ became
the first K-pop song to go viral on YouTube,
followed by Super Junior’s ‘Sorry Sorry’ and
Girls Generation’s ‘Gee’. These songs broke
online records and even gained a footing in the
international market. These days, online world
records are broken with every new song by
BTS, BlackPink or Twice.

8. In July 2009, TVXQ 3 members filed a lawsuit
against SM Entertainment citing slave contracts,
excessive lengths of contract and unfair profit
distributions. They left the group and attention
was brought to the ‘dark’ side of K-pop. Many
artists had their contracts revised and the
Government set a limit of 7 years to idol
contracts. Later in 2014, the departure of Tao,
Luhan and Kris, the Chinese members of the
group EXO caused massive legal and public
uproar and solidified the demand for proper
treatment of idols.

9. In 2012, Gangnam Style put K-pop on the map
in a way no other song did. People who were
unaware of K-pop were made aware by Psy.
People thought this would be a watershed
moment for K-pop, however the response to
non-Psy K-pop was still lukewarm.

10. On December 18, 2017, Jonghyun of SHINee
committed suicide after several years of severe

depression. More recently, on October 14, 2019,
Sulli of f(x) also reportedly committed suicide
because of long term depression caused by
cyberbullying. Both these incidents were a
major jolt to the K-pop community and
reinforced the [idols are humans, too’ mentality.
Fiercely passionate and driven by a strong ‘bias’
culture, the K-pop fans often go overboard.
Although devastating, these incidents had a
profound hand in shaping K-pop.

11. BTS (Bangtan Sonyeondan) performed at the
American Music Awards in November 2017,
this was a mark of what the fandom now calls
BTS ‘paving the way’. Not being from a Big
Three company (BTS is from BigHit Enter-
tainment) and shattering records through
unparalleled public support, BTS has a journey
unlike any other K-pop group. They have
topped Billboard charts, performed at the
biggest platforms and sold out stadiums. After
BTS, groups like BlackPink, Got7 and NCT
have made their mark in mainstream American
music industry events.

With shattered social media records (Twitter
slows down on every BTS member’s birthday),
monumental album sales and even a Grammy
nomination, it is safe to say that the Western market
has been broken in. The aftershocks of Hallyu are
now open to anyone’s interpretation. ❐

......................................................................................................●●

‘‘Feelings aroused by the touch of someone’s hand, the sound of music, the
smell of a flower, a beautiful sunset, a work of art, love, laughter, hope

and faith— all work on both the unconscious and the
conscious aspects of the self, and they have

physiological consequences as well’’.

—Bernie Siegel

●●......................................................................................................
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Guwahati Airport : The Gateway Grandeur
✍ Dristi Das

Class : XII, Humanities / F

Assam is called as the gateway to North-East
India as it is strategically located in the

northeast of India. The state is bordered in the North
and East by Arunachal Pradesh, while Nagaland,
Manipur and Mizoram lie towards the South.
Meghalaya lies to the Southwest of the state. Assam
especially Guwahati is the commercial hub of
Northeastern India and is well connected with the
rest of the country and Southeast Asia through roads,
railways and domestic and international flights
through Guwahati Airport.

Guwahati Airport, popularly known as Lokpriya
Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport and
formerly as Borjhar Airport, is managed by Airports
Authority of India and also serves as a Indian Air
Force base. It is the 11th busiest airport in India. It
is located at Borjhar, 26 km from Dispur, the capital
of the state. It is named after Late Gopinath
Bordoloi, a freedom fighter and the first Chief
Minister of Assam after India’s Independence. The
airline industry contributes to economic
development. It has not only increased world trade
activity by enabling faster and easier movement of
passengers and goods, but has also provided jobs to
many. The airport has undergone numerous
expansions and renovations since its establishment in
1958. It handled more than 3.7 million passengers in
2017, an increase of 36% from 2016 and in 2018-19
a total football of 5-7 million passengers.

The northeast is heading towards a new era of
development. Flights from Guwahati Airport will
operate to Singapore, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar,
Malaysia and Vietman and that has set in motion an
industrial development in the region. Connectivity of
the northeast with the mainland India has also
greatly been improving through this airport. It’s
gearing up to position itself as a gateway to
Southeast Asia. The new integrated International
Airport will open a new avenue for the northeast and
the country as a whole and will boost bilateral ties
and strengthened economic and business linkages
with the South Asian countries. ❐
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I Wanted Nothing
✍ Dolfina Zakaria

Class : XII, Humanities / G

I Wanted Nothing
I Craved for Nothing...

I wanted nothing
I craved for nothing,

May be yearned to hear that jingling of
school bells yet again.
Perhaps had an urge to sense the great stride.
May be fancied competing in that
muddy field during sports.

I wanted nothing
I craved for nothing,

May be there’s a compelling hunger within
me to start the school life again.
May be there lies concealed desire to shoulder
the responsiblilities one more time.
May be I want another tryst with the
Shankarian tag again.

I wanted nothing
I craved for nothing,

Reminiscing those bygone days,
I strive to live them again.
Yet all that’s left is a handful of memories.

❂❂❂

Ode to my Golden Days
✍ Hrishita Mahanta Thakur

Class : XII, Science / C

Wrapped by the light of innocence,
entered the kids
holding their parents’ hands, smiling,
jumping and filling the whole world
with a child like breeze.

And now they are in the middle of the sea.
The wind is as strong as it could be.
They struggle to find their own identity
by developing a curious mind
and trying to be more intelligent and wise.

As the dawn arrives,
they recall their golden life,
a life that taught them to be
optimistic and wise.

As the clock strikes twelve
they leave their school with sparkling eyes
that can change the world for good.

❂❂❂

Gems of Poesy
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Glory is in Rising up
after Falling

✍ Krish Jain
Class : XII, Commerce /D

We chase the clouds, and though

Sometimes we fall

We still rise back up to chase them

Again that’s all

Now having the ability to walk

But there was a time when we could

Hardly crawl

Fighters never give up

They fight, they brawl

I know its going to be tough

As you are up against a wall

Don’t lose hope, keep trying

One day, you will stand tall

We all drown one day

But we always get back up

After we fall.

❂❂❂

His beating her to death
✍ Udisha B. Doloi Amchi

Class : XII, Science / A

His beating her to death
For he was not given the pleasure of wealth.

His burning her to ashes
For his and her positions in the society clashes.

Oh ! She is so beautiful.....
But his lust and their jealousy turned it
Into an awful sight.

Killed right before she could even know
The meaning of life,
Cause her mother heard them say
‘Boys are the only reason we are alive’.

Koran said ‘Love is above all’, I believe
But on killing in the name of jihad they lived.

‘Cow is our mother’ they said
But slashing a buffalo in the name of God is
What they believed.

‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ shouted they
But the same ‘they’ brutally raped and killed her
Saying ‘It was just her fault’.

Just tell me don’t you cry at the sight of a child
Taking hold of his bygone days of joy and laughter?

Just tell me do you really have a heart
Just not to cry but to help them
In their way of their so-called life ?

Just tell me where can I find humanity in this
Never ending queue of horrifying humans ?

Just tell me WHERE’s THE LOVE ??

#WHERSTHELOVE

Inspired by : Where’s the love ?
—Black Eyed Peas & The World.

❂❂❂
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Mother Earth
✍ Willma Patowary

Class : XI, Humanities / F

Smoke and smoke,

That’s what I am now.

Desert and desert,

That’s what I could see now.

Pain and pain,

That’s what I could feel now.

I gave you shelter;

I gave you love and wealth;

Then why I am the one in pain.

You call me, mother

But is it the way,

A mother should be treated.

Save me !!

Save me !!

I am dying;

I am your mother earth.

❂❂❂

POLLUTION !!
✍ Shahana Ahmed

Class : XI, Science / C

Pollution ! Pollution ! Pollution !

Is there any solution ??

Everywhere is pollution,

But no one thinks of its solution,

But only contributes to pollution.

Land, air and water,

Is being polluted all together.

It is a curse for human society,

Destructing the creation of Almighty.

It is increasing at an alarming rate,

So we should encourage our mate,

To stop the pollution

And find a solution.

❂❂❂
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SMILE
✍ Nasa Rahman

Class : XI, Science / C

Don’t be so sad, don’t cry

Smile, Smile at you

Smile at everyone

And someday your life would get tired

Trying to give you sadness.

You are meant to be happy

Smile and forget everything

And forgive everyone.

That’s the main human kind nature

Be positive.

Don’t stop believing,

Don’t listen to negative remarks

From others.

Listen to your heart,

That’s where the best decisions

And sayings are present.

Keep Believing.

Keep on Trying.

One day, surely you will reach your aim.

Keep on Trying

Keep on Believing,

Keep on Loving

And someday you will see

You led a beautiful and happy life.

❂❂❂

They call us Men
✍ Loy Baruah

Class : XI, Humanities / F

We may be predisposed naives,
But desperate fathers.

We may be vagabonds,
But our heart’s shelter all.

We aren’t animals— raw and wild,
But humans— deprived.

We too have delicate emotions,
But we lack the tears.

You will see our hard, outer shell
But never feel our soft, inside.

They call us Men.

❂❂❂





Story by : Chibang Bharali ●●●●●  Illustration by : Neharika Kashyap, Prachurjya Bhattacharyya
Dialogue by : Neharika Kashyap, Prachurjya Bhattacharyya, Chibang Bharali, Simran Shivam, Bhragav Dutta.
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Me and my cycle
✍ Wasim Rahman

Class : I, Section : B

Cycle cycle

I love my cycle.

Let’s go for a ride

Short but not wide.

Slow ride

Give others side.

I use brake

And don’t afraid.

Fresh up my mind

And always be kind

Cycle cycle

My favourite AVON cycle.

❂❂❂

My promise to my New
School

✍ Armaan Ayan Barbhuyan
Class : I, Section : B

Dear teacher,

I assure you with my gest,

Each day, I won’t do any less,

My work will always please you,

And I will never do a mess.

I will colour very carefully,

My writing will be neat;

I will not be happy,

Till my papers are complete.

On every test, if I am blessed;

I will keep my promise,

And I will be ‘‘Armaan’ at my best.

❂❂❂

Power of Vegetables
✍ Sarmat Afreen Barbhuiya

Class : I, Section : E

Tomatoes make your cheek red

Carrots make you jump ahead

Spinach makes you very strong

Peas make you dance along

Eat your vegetables everyday

You will be happy and gay.

❂❂❂

Bouquet of Rhyme
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Little Bird
✍ Prapti Borpuzari

Class : I, Section : B

Bird bird

Oh little bird,

Come down;

And teach me

How to fly,

Bird bird

Oh little bird,

Come to my yard;

And sing your song

Bird bird

Oh little bird

Tell me

How you make

Your tiny nest.

❂❂❂

The Moonlight
✍ Aryan Borah

Class : I, Section : E

It’s a long, long night

Stars shining twice as bright

Below we stand and watch

The playful sea under moonlight

My mom held my one hand

And my dad had held another

Then we started walking together

Long aside the seashore as we walk

I listen to my parents as they talk

My thoughts begin to wonder

Will this love and happiness stay forever !!!

❂❂❂

My little sister
✍ Dhanjit Das

Class : I, Section : E

I have a little sister

Her name is Munmun,

She is three years old

Who is very cute and sweet.

I love her very much

We play together,

I am very lucky

To have such a lovely sister.

❂❂❂
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Mom
✍ P. K. Sai Visalatchi

Class : II, Section : A

You brushed my hair and

tucked me in,

Made me laugh for hours

on end.

You kissed my boo-boos

When I fooled around,

Mommy, you never

let me down.

❂❂❂

Lion !
✍ Hitartha K. Dhrub

Class : II, Section : A

Oh ! Lion,

What are you ?

I want to be intelligent like You !

So strong and brave

The body you have !

So stylish you are

Dear King

I will be like you

I think.

❂❂❂

The Rainbow
✍ Shreya Rajkhowa

Class : II, Section : E

I am happy

You know why ?

There is a rainbow in the sky.

The colours are red, orange, yellow,

blue, indigo, violet and green.

Shining, brightly way up high,

I see a rainbow in the sky,

Rain and sun are shining together

Making it my favourite weather.

❂❂❂

Days in a month
✍ Nimisha Atreya

Class : II, Section : E

Thirty days have September,

April, June and November,

All the rest have thirty one days.

But February has,

Twenty-eight alone,

Leap year comes one in four;

When February has one day more.

❂❂❂
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An Inner Feeling
✍ Harsheet Kashyap

Class : II, Section : B

I am the most beautiful child, says my father

If I don’t win a competition,

It’s ok, try next time, says my father.

He never says no, when I want to play.

He never leaves me alone on Sundays,

Wants me to study and play

Study — time-study, play — time-play,

Do whatever you enjoy and do it sincerely,

Says my father.

Obey parents, respect teachers and seniors.

Do good, be good and be a good human being,

Says my father.

Sometimes I wonder

Why we all can’t obey our parents

Who only think and do everything

For our well being !!

❂❂❂

Animals also need love
✍ Akansha Baruah

Class : V, Section : E

Innocent and cute,

Part of our lives

Sometimes may be angry with us,

But always save our lives

Cats, dogs, fishes,

They sometimes bite us,

But alerts that something bad,

Is going to happen with us.

When they are separated from their families,

They always feel bad,

But when we take them back home,

Its our responsibility to make them

Feel happy and not sad.

Pets also need love,

As we love our family,

Animals also need love.

❂❂❂
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My School
✍ Saan Deka

Class : V, Section : B

My school is beautiful

Like the stars in the sky,

I study

And I try.

The teachers are as lovely as my parents

I always respect and bow to them,

Exams are like my enemies

But I defeat them.

The trees in the field

Protect us from the moody sun,

Tender us with

Eternal fun.

My school is the best

Where peace and positivity reside

It teaches us the lesson of life

From every side.

❂❂❂

Sunday
✍ Niribili M. Das

Class : V, Section : B

Sunday, Sunday what a good day

No one is unhappy, but glad today.

Wake up slowly, not in hurry

If we play and shout, Mom is not worry.

Football, Cricket we do play

Get mixed up with dust and clay.

When we search for plums and fruit

Sometimes we get hurt and wound.

No fear no care, we enjoyed.

Today is Sunday, Dad’s not annoyed.

Sunday, Sunday magical day

No where sadness, what a fun day.

(Translated from original Assamese poem ‘Deobar
Deobar’ by Dr. Karabi Deka Hazarika with due consent
from the author)

❂❂❂
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Walk with me, Mom
✍ Aditi Baishya

Class : V, Section : B

Walk alongside me, Mom

And hold my little hands.

I have many things to learn from you.

You will teach me things to keep me safe,

From the dangers everyday.

You will show me how to do my best,

At home, at school and at play.

Every child needs a gentle hand,

Like you to guide them as they grow.

So walk alongside me, Mom

As we have a long way to go.

❂❂❂

Rose
✍ Anusmita Hazarika

Class : II, Section : A

I love rose
The red colour of the rose
Is very pretty.
I love its smell.
It is my favourite flower.
‘‘Oh, rose !
You are very beautiful
Your smell is awesome.’’
I love to keep a rose
Always in my living room.

It is a wonderful gift of nature.

❂❂❂

Water
✍ Jeet Chakravorty

Class : V, Section : E

It is interesting and thought provoking
Title : Water

Grand father saw it in River
Father saw it in Well

We saw it in Tap
Our Children see it in Bottle

Where will our Grand Children see it !
In CAPSULE ???

If we still neglect

It will be seen only in Tears.

❂❂❂
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My Parents
✍ Mohammad Zaid

Class : III, Section : D

Mom, you brought me

To see this beautiful land

You slept on the wet

When I made wet my bed

You taught me to walk

You taught me to talk.

Dad, you spend your earning

For my success

You feel embold

When I achieve my goal

Oh ! thanks a lot to the God,

For giving me such a wonderful

Mom and Dad.

❂❂❂

Five Little Seeds
✍ Aaritrika Dasgupta

Class : III, Section : D

Five little seeds,
Five little seeds,
Three will make flowers,
And two will make weeds.

Under the leaves,
And under the snow,
Five little seeds are
Waiting to grow.
Out come the sun,
Down comes a shower.
And up come the three,
Pretty pink flowers.

Out comes the sun,
That every plant needs.
And up comes two,

Funny old weeds.

❂❂❂
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Rain !
✍ Sandip Paul

Class : IV, Section : C

How beautiful is the rain !

After the dust and heat,

In the broad and fiery street,

In the narrow lane,

How beautiful is the rain !

How it clatters along the roofs,

Like the tramp of hoofs !

How it gushes and struggles out

From the throat of the

Overflowing spout !

How beautiful is the rain.

❂❂❂

A New Hope
✍ Arundeepa Deka

Class : V, Section : B

That day I planted a plant

I was very little to see,

Days after when I saw it again

It was more like a tiny tree.

Weeks after when I saw it again

The tiny shoots were growing big

Month after I notice it

It was more like an adult tree.

That tree till now

Stands beside the garden shed

Like a wall

That could never break.

I still remember

The harsh winters,

And the scorching sun

For the seedling.

But still it grows up

As a healthy tree

Passing by all the difficulties

It becomes a full grown tree.

I will stand still in the storm

By crossing hundreds of

Deserts and oceans

I will reach upon my goal.

❂❂❂
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Books are our Best Friend
✍ Udita Baruah

Class : IV, Section : A

We cannot live alone. We need friends in our
life. The books can be the best friend of us.

Books are my best friend because books carry a
lot of treasures that no human being has. Books are
the ones which give us enormous amount of
knowledge.  We go to school and learn a lot of new
stuff. We are  taught a lot of things, but to completely
understand all concepts in the subjects, we need to
read and consult the books.

The people who tell, teach or advise us are not
always there with us. But the books are always with
us. We can refer to them and clarify our doubt or
remind ourselves of some point we have forgotten or
learn a point which we have not looked into so far.

Good books are worth more than the money.
They give something more than money can give.
When we are travelling and have to spend time on
the journey, it is good to read books. When we are at

home and have nothing very important or urgent to
do, it is better to read books.

We need to read the right kind of books at the
right time. They give us analytical skills. They help
in conceptualization of concepts and practical
problems.

Good use of books means learning the
appropriate knowledge. It is also very important to
note down important points, thoughts, doubts or
footnotes in a good notebook when we read the
book.

We should use the books carefully without
damaging them. We should keep them safe from wet
environment and keep them away from dust.

We must come out of the world of books from
time to time and live in the company of people and
nature. The life of people and life of nature must be
combined with the company of books. ❐

Avengers
✍ Kabyajyoti Das

Class : II, Section : B

The Avengers are a fictional team of superheroes appearing in
American comic books. It was published by Marvel Comics. The

team made its debut in The Avengers, created by the writer-editor Stan
Lee and artist / co-plotter Jack Kirby. The Avengers is Lee and Kirby’s
renovation of a previous superhero team. Popular Avengers films are—
Ant-Man, Hulk, Thor, Iron Man, Thor : The dark world, Thor :
Ragnarok, Guardians of the Galaxy, Avengers : Endgame etc. ❐

COMPOSITIONS
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Buddha Purnima
✍ Nimisha Bharadwaj

Class : V, Section : C

Buddha Purnima or Buddha Jayanti, which is also
popularly known as Vaishakh, is commemorated

as the birthday of Prince Sidhartha Gautama, the
founder of Buddhism. Coincidently Buddha was
born, attained enlightenment and Nirvana on
Purnima, the full moon period, the day is known as
Buddha Purnima. Buddha was born in the month of
Vaishakh according to the Hindu calendar, hence
Buddha Jayanti is popular as Vaishakh in East Asian
countries like China, Korea, Japan, Thailand and Sri
Lanka, where Buddhism reached its peak of
popularity. Buddha Purnima or Vaishakh is the
biggest festival amongst the Buddhist community as
it commemorates the birthday, enlightenment and
death of Lord Buddha.

The devotees celebrate Buddha Purnima or
Vaishakh by maintaining rituals like having fast and
serving to humanity with sincerity and honesty. Lord
Buddha has immense significance in Hinduism also,
he is revered as the ninth avatar of Lord Vishnu.
Hence Buddha Purnima is an auspicious day even for
the Hindus. The Government of India declares it as
a Public Holiday on the occasion of Buddha
Purnima. Lord Buddha is our ideal guide to achieve
mental peace and bliss. He taught the world the
actual differences between luxury and simplicity.
According to him we suffer because we give much
importance to our affection and material pleasure.
Buddha teaches to follow the eightfold paths :

1. Right view of understanding : Know the
truth.

2. Right intention : Free your mind of bad
thoughts.

3. Right speech : Don’t hurt others.

4. Right action : Work for the good of others.

5. Right livelihood : Maintain an ethical
standard in life.

6. Right effort : Resist evil.

7. Right mindfulness : Practice meditation.

8. Right concentration : Control your thoughts.
Lord Buddha propagated the Panchasheel or
the five principles, for attaining mental
peace and spirituality.

The five principles are :

1. Not to take life.

2. Not to steal.

3. Not to lie.

4. Not to take alcohol.

5. Not to commit adultery.

The teachings of Lord Buddha has inspired the
lives of many people across the globe, and has led us
to live a life of simplicity, honesty, spirituality and
kindness. ❐
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Mango : King of Fruits
✍ Yash Khemani

Class : V, Section : B

Mango, or ‘King of fruits’, is a juicy, fleshy fruit
that grow in summers. It could be round,

almost like a ball, or it could be oval in shape,
kidney shaped or just long and thin. It could have a
red and yellow colour like the setting sun.

Mango was first found in the forest of Assam in
north-east India and Myanmar (Burma). The name
mango comes from Tamil. From ‘man-kay’ or ‘man-
gay’, it changed to manga. The people who gave it
the name manga or mango were the Portuguese.
They first came to India, across the oceans, about

500 years ago. As they settled down in parts of India,
they discovered the mango. They seemed to want
more of it so they started experimenting with new
varieties of mango— the famous Alphonso or
Mulgoa that we cherish today, is the result of their
hard work.

Mango is also seen as a symbol of good luck
and in many parts of west and south India, mango
leaves are put up at the front door. It is a belief that
the mango tree has the power to make wishes come
true. ❐

A step toward cleanliness
✍ Dhritismita Sarma

Class : II, Section : C

It is very regretful to see people throwing garbage
on the streets, and especially the students, who, do

not hesitate to litter the road side. Even when there are
dustbins around, we prefer throwing garbage on the
streets, rather than using the dustbins.

Therefore, we, the students, should come forward
and actively participate in this mission in spreading
general awareness about cleanliness among all
sections of the society. India can never be ‘swachh’
until its people and their minds become ‘swachh’. The
government should take strict action and impose fines
on the people who litter our surroundings by throwing
wastes on the roads. Without taking such steps, it is a distant dream to expect the country to be clean by
2020. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●



Healthy Eyes for Good Vision
✍ Kunjal Pratim Barman

Class : IV, Section : D

Student needs many abilities to succeed in school.
Good vision is a key to this success. Students

perform many visual tasks daily such as reading,
writing, chalkboard work and using computers. Their
eyes are constantly in use at the classroom and at
play. When the vision is not functioning properly—
education and participation of students in learning
suffers. As the student progress in their studies,
demand on their visual abilities increases. The size
of the words in school books becomes smaller,
quantity of classwork and homework increases, so
more amount of time is required for studies.

When students have difficulties it their vision,
learning becomes difficult and stressful. Student
avoids reading, feels uncomfortable and loses
attention. In human body, eyes are considered to be
the most delicate organs. Students to have healthy
eyes in their adult stage of life should take care of
their eyes from childhood. Following are five
important steps to take care of eyes for a good
vision :

1. Avoid unsafe toys : Playing with toys having
sharp and jagged edges should be avoided. This
might cause harm to eyes.
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2. Say ‘No’ to rubbing the eyes : Frequently
rubbing eyes may cause infection by spread of
germs from the hands of the eyelids. In case of
conjunctivitis, rubbing of eyes may further
cause severe infection of eyes. Eye cleanliness
and hand washing should be priortised to avoid
eye infections.

3. Watching TV properly : Watching TV at close
range and dim light affects eyes. There should
be atleast 3.5 meters of distance from TV with
good lighting while watching TV.

4. Don’t Stare at the screen : Staring at the
screen of TV, computer, mobile laptops or
tablets for a longer time period causes
exhaustion to eyes. To avoid this, eyes should be
blinked at regular intervals while watching and
above devices should be placed at a lower level
than our eyes.

5. Good diet : Good diet containing Vitamin A
and Carotene is essential for maintaining
healthy eyes. Presence of beet root, spinach,
carrots and red leafy vegetables in diet keeps
eyes healthy. Yellow fruits such as mangoes,
papayas and pumpkin contain carotene that is
good for eyes. ❐

General Knowledge ✍ MST Pinak Phukan, Class : IV, Section : D

1. ‘HONEY’ is a food which never spoils.
2. ‘PEREGRINE FALCON’ is the world’s fastest bird.
3. ‘ANGEL FALLS, VENEZUELA’ is the tallest water

fall in the world.
4. ‘J’ is the letter which is not present at all in the

periodic table of elements.
5. The human nose can remember 10,000 no. of scents.

6. The Volga River flows into ‘‘Caspian Sea’’.
7. ‘EN Passant’ is a term associated with the game of

chess.
8. ‘‘World Coconut Day’’ is observed on September 2nd.
9. Cardamom is called the ‘‘Queen of Spices’’.
10. ‘Kerala’ is the largest producer of Cardamom and

Pepper in India.
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Rabindranath Tagore
✍ Mugdha Das

Class : V, Section : B

Poet, writer and humanitarian, Rabindranath
Tagore was the first Indian to be awarded the

Nobel prize for Literature and he played a key role
in the renaissance of modern India. He has been
described as one of the first Twentieth century’s
global man. Rabindranath was born on 7 May, 1861
at Calcutta. His father’s name was Debendranath
Tagore and mother’s name was Sarada Devi.
Rabindranath began writing from an early age and
impressed with his free flowing style and
spontaneous compositions. He spent much time
being taught at home as he mostly rejected formal
schooling.

In 1901, Tagore moved to Shantiniketan to find
an ashram which became his focal point for writing
and his view on schooling. He chose the name for
the ashram— Shantiniketan meaning ‘Abode of
Peace’. In 1913, Tagore was awarded the Nobel prize

for literature for his work ‘GITANJALI’. This made
his writings internationally known and his fame
spread throughout the world. This gave Tagore the
opportunity to travel extensively giving lectures in
many different countries. Tagore had a great love for
nature and many of his poems invoke the simple
beauties of the natural world. For Tagore, his religion
could be found in the wonders and mysteries of
nature— as much as in temples and sacred books.

Tagore was a prolific composer over 2000 songs
which have been popularized and sung widely across
Bengal. Tagore is unique for being the official
composer for the national anthem of two countries—
India’s JANA GANA MANA and Bangladesh’s
AMAR SHONAR BANGLA.

Tagore dies on 7th August, 1941 after a
prolonged illness, aged 80. ❐

‘‘Patriotism can’t be our final spiritual shelter;

my refuge is humanity. I will not buy glass for

the price of diamonds, and I will never allow

patriotism to triumph over humanity

as long as I live’’........

—Rabindranath Tagore
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Mother Teresa
✍ Panchi Barman

Class : V, Section : B

Mother Teresa was a great social worker of India. She was born on 26th
August, 1910 in Yugoslavia. Her childhood name was Agnes Bojaxhiu.

After completing her school, she became a nun and came to India.

Mother Teresa decided to spend her whole life serving the poor and needy.
She started visiting poor people to feed them and to give them cloths.

Mother Teresa became an Indian citizen in 1948. She opened a school in
Kolkata for poor children.

Mother Teresa had been given several awards for her work. The Nobel
Prize, The Padma Shri, Nehru Award are some of them.

She died at the age of 87, on 5th September, 1997 in Kolkata. ❐

Manikarnika— The Queen of Jhansi
✍ Devangee Deka

Class : V, Section : C

Rani Laxmibai was born on 19th November, 1835. At an early age
she learnt horseback riding, sword fighting and shooting at a target

with a gun. She was married to the Maharaja of Jhansi, Raja Gangadhar

Rao.

In 1842, she was called the Rani of Jhansi. After the marriage, the
Rani was called Laxmibai. In 1851, the Rani had a son, unfortunately, he
died when he was barely four months old. So, the rani adopted a son. His

name was Damodar Rao. The British weren’t satisfied with the idea that
Damodar Rao was the legal heir to the throne. On March 1858, the
British attacked Jhansi. The Rani fought the war against British for two

weeks. She showed great courage and skill but, was fatally wounded and
breathed her last on 18th June, 1865. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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Origami
(Collected)

✍ Abhinav Pathak
Class : IV, Section : B

Origami, a Japanese word meaning ‘‘to fold
paper’, is an art closely associated with

Japanese culture. It actually originated in China,
however, as did the manufacture of paper. Buddhist
monks brought the art of paper making in Japan in
the sixth century, and, it is thought, brought the
simplest origami designs as well. Over the next  few
centuries, while paper folding languished in China, it
flourished in Japan. The term ‘origami’ was
introduced in the 1880s. It is composed from the
Japanese word ‘oru’, meaning ‘to fold’, and ‘kami’
paper. Prior to this time, the art had been called
‘orisue’ or ‘orikata’.

In the 1930s and 40s, a Japanese metalworker
named Akira Yoshizawa began to create his own
origami designs. Over next 50 years, he folded tens
of thousands of models and created hundreds of
designs. Equally important, he developed a code of
lines and arrows to record the folding sequence for

his designs and published several books, which
served to standardize his notation over several other
competing codes. In the 1950s and 1960s, his works
caught on in the West and served as the inspiration
for a new generation of folders. In America and
Europe, new organizations grew up devoted to
origami, and folders on both continents began to
invent their own designs and in doing so, took the art
in entirely new directions.

Within these rigid limitations, the art has grown
to previously undreamed of sophistication. Today,
there are origami masters around the world, and the
designs they developed are continually expanding
the boundaries of the art. There was a time when an
origami designer might claim a particular subject
impossible. Birds, flowers, mammals, fish, crustacea,
insects, people, machines, and abstract shapes, all
flow from that simplest, most regular of shapes : the
square. ❐

May Day
✍ Angelina Talukdar

Class : III, Section : A

May day is celebrated on 1st May every year. Dances, singing and cake are usually part of the
celebration. In the 19th century, May day took on a new meaning as an international worker’s day.

This grew out of the 19th century movement for labour rights and on eight hours work day in the United
States. It is an ancient Northern Hemisphere Spring Festival.

The earliest known May celebrations appeared with the Floralia, festival of Flora, the Roman goddess
of flowers. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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Sage Veda Vyasa
✍ Alisha Ahmed

Class : II, Section : C

Sage Veda Vyasa decided to compose the
Mahabharata. He thought he would dictate the

epic and someone could write it down. But who would
write down the great epic ? After a careful search,
Veda Vyasa selected Ganesha, Lord of Wisdom.

‘‘Only you are capable of writing down the epic
as I recite it, My Lord, said Vyasa.

Ganesha readily agreed to Vyasa’s request.
‘‘But I have a condition’’, he said. ‘‘You have to
dictate the epic to me non-stop. The moment you
stop, I’ll also stop and go away.’’

Veda Vyasa agreed to the condition and the long
dictation began. It was the longest dictation over
known. Ten million verses were recited by Vyasa
which Ganesha wrote down. That’s why there is no
comma to show a pause in the Mahabharata Veda

Vyasa dictated. Vyasa did not stop after completing
a sentence either. But Ganesha knew when the
sentence ended and marked it quickly with a stop to
move on to the next sentence.

Sage Veda Vyasa was an old man. Continuous
dictation tired him. Sometimes, he desperately
needed a break. At such times, he would use a
difficult bunch of words. Even Ganesha found them
difficult. As Ganesha scratched his head, the old sage
would take a deep breath and quickly gulp some
water to regain strength. He would be ready with the
next line by the time Ganesha figured out the
meaning and wrote down the words.

That is why they say, we come across difficult
passages occasionally in the Mahabharata, which is
otherwise simple. These passages are known as
Vyasa’s breaks. ❐
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STRIKE FOR CLIMATE
✍ Ayush Agarwal

Class : IV, Section : C

Greta Thunberg is a 16 year old girl from
Sweden. In August last year, she stopped going

to school and sat in front of the Parliament of
Sweden daily. She demands that people in powerful
positions must take immediate steps to fight global
warming and climate change. Her idea soon became
popular and worldwide students joined her protest. It
has now become a major movement named as
‘‘STRIKE FOR CLIMATE’’.

As a result of human actions, our mother earth
is in very serious danger. As we use more and more
fossil fuels, we cause the ice of the North Pole and

South Pole to melt. This results in abnormal increase
in sea levels. As a result of all this, the delicate
balance of life in our planet gets disturbed. Our
planets and animals are getting extinct at a very fast
rate now. Not only them, human beings will also
suffer very badly because of global warming.

The planet earth is our only home. We do not
have any other place to live in. If we will destroy the
planet, then we ourselves will get destroyed. So, we
all must act now and fight against global warming
and climate change. ❐

‘‘All the world is a stage, and all the men

and women merely players. They have their

exits and their entrances; and one man

in his time plays many parts.’’

—William Shakespeare

‘‘Imaginatioin is more important than knowledge.
For knowledge is limited to all we now know

and understand, while imagination embraces
the entire world, and all there ever will be

to know and understand.’’

—Albert Einstein
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NEWTON : THE INGENEOUS SCIENTIST
✍ Preenondeep Deep Atreya

Class : V, Section : E

‘I seem to myself like a child’, observed he, ‘playing
on the seashore, and picking up here and there a
curious shell or a pretty pebble, while the boundless
ocean of truth lies undiscovered before me.’

Isaac Newton was born on Christmas Day, 1642, at
the small village of Woolsthorpe, a village in

south western Lincolnshire, England. Newton was a
premature child. His father died two months before
he was born. When he was three years old, his
mother married again and leaving her son to the care
of his grandmother.

Newton attended school where he was an
adequate student. At one point his mother tried to
take him out of school so he could help on the farm,
but Isaac had no interest in becoming a farmer and
was soon back at school. Newton resided with
William Clarke from age 12 to age 17, where he
acquired his interest in chemistry. While living with
the Clarke family, Henry Stokes, master at the
King’s School, persuaded his mother to send him
back to school so that he might complete his
education. He would spend much of his life at
Cambridge, becoming a professor of mathematics
and a fellow of the Royal Society (a group of
scientists in England). He was elected to represent
Cambridge University as a member of parliament.
Isaac grew up mostly alone. For the rest of his life he
would prefer to work and live alone focused on his
writing and his studies.

Newton lived to be a very old man and acquired
great renown. He was made a member of Parliament
and received the honour of knighthood from the
king. But he cared little for earthly fame and honour
and felt no pride in the vastness of his knowledge.
All that he had learned only made him feel how little

he knew in comparison to what remained to be
known.

The famous scientist served as president of the
Royal Society of London and master of England’s
Royal Mint until his death in 1727. He discovered
the generalised binomial theorem. Besides his work
on universal gravitation, Newton developed the three
laws of motion which form the basic principles of
modern physics. His discovery of calculus led the
way to more powerful methods of solving
mathematical problems. Isaac Newton was a
physicist and mathematician who developed the
principles of modern physics, including the laws of
motion, and is credited as one of the great minds of
the 17th century Scientific Revolution.

Isaac Newton is considered one of the most
important scientists in history. Even Albert Einstein
said that Isaac Newton was the smartest person that
ever lived. ❐
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Kind Role of Fire Brigade
✍ Abhirup Chakraborty

Class : IV, Section : F

Once a crazy cat in its attempt to hunt a baby
bird jumped down a window shed at 3rd floor

of a building. The bird flew away. But the cat got
trapped on the shed finding no exit or scope to
escape from the shed. It desperately started crying
with loud and repeated meowing. The residents
gathered to find ways and means to save the cat from
the difficult situation and danger. An elderly resident
of the building called fire brigade. Soon a fire tender
vehicle came, loaded with equipments including

ladders to reach heights and rescued the cat.

I knew that firefighters make emergency
response to the calls for fire incidents and needs of
people, becoming victims of accidents or nature’s
acts like floods, earthquakes or storms.

I am greatly filled with joy that the brave
firefighting persons also come for help and rescue of
animals.

I admire fire brigade people for being so kind to
animals as well. ❐

The Clever Hen
✍ Neelamjyoti Goswami

Class : III, Section : A

Once upon a time, there lived a red and a yellow
chick with their mother in a very small village.

The red chick was clever, hard-working and very
helpful. He always woke up early in the morning and
used to go with his mother to help her in cultivation
and food gathering. On the other hand, the yellow
one was very lazy, timid and sleepy who always
refused to do so and used to sleep the whole day.

After hard work of the day, when the red chick
along with his mother returned home with some
food, the yellow one used to eat them as soon as
possible. This made their mother very sad. She

thought that if the yellow one would not do anything
to survive, he would be in a great trouble one day.

After some days, their mother made a trick.
They would bring no food to their home. As a result,
the yellow chick had to stay very hungry for which
he could sleep no more and became very weak. His
empty stomach made him realize that he would have
to work hard to have something to live and never to
waste time in sleeping. From the next morning, he
also went with them and worked hard for their
livelihood.

Moral : A sleeping fox catches no poultry. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●

STORY TIME
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The Fox who knew many tricks
✍ Taposhi Baruah

Class : II, Section : E

Once there lived a fox in a forest. He had the bad
habit of boasting. One day he told  his friend, a cat,

‘‘I know several ways of escaping from enemies’’. ‘‘Is
that so’’— said the cat. ‘‘Could you please teach me a
few tricks so that I can also escape from hounds ?’’
‘‘Yes, will’’, said the fox very proudly, ‘‘but only if I get
time for that. You see, usually I am very busy’’.

Just then they heard the barking of hounds. The
hounds were running towards them. The cat immediately
climbed a tree. The fox said ‘‘Help me friend’’. The cat
said nothing. The fox ran into the forest. ❐

It happened to me
✍ Manvik Kalita

Class : III, Section : B

I have five cousins. Three elders and two younger.
The eldest cousin is in class X and the youngest

one is just one year old. My immediate elder brother
is Guddu and immediate younger brother is Ishu.
And the one who is left is Babu, is in class VIII. This
incident took place during our winter vacation of
2017. All of my cousins had gathered in our home.
One lazy afternoon, we were sitting idly on the sofa
when I came up with the idea to play cricket.
Grandpa suggested us to play in the field inside the
school campus which is near our home. But Babu
said that he would prefer to play PUBG mobile game
and asked Ishu to play along.

So, me and Guddu went to the field with our
Grandpa. We tossed by playing stone-paper-scissor.
Guddu won the toss and decided to ball first. I made

23 runs in 8 balls but caught out in the next ball.
Now it was Guddu’s turn to bat. I started my over.
On the fourth ball, Guddu striked a sixer and the ball
flew behind the school building. Grandpa went to get
the ball and warned us not to follow him. But I could
not  resist my curiosity and followed him. Just when
I reached backyard of the school, I was amazed to
see a big snake. It was black in colour. I called my
brother to see the creature. Guddu came immediately.
To our utter horror, we saw that it was swallowing
something. We got so scared and we ran back to our
home. When we told others about the incident, they
were horrified too. Ishu was sad that he missed the
scene. But Babu said, ‘‘Oh ! You are lying.’’ And he
went back to play PUBG mobile game again. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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My kite took off
✍ Pranom Pallav Sarmah

Class : II, Section : E

I heard my father saying it was great fun to fly a
kite. I wanted to fly a kite from the day I heard

it from my father. He told me that one day we would
enjoy flying kites. The day was not far as my father
took me to his ‘‘Mama’s’’ place at Gorokhiadole in
Jorhat in the month of January this year. As I had
been a regular visitor to my ‘‘Mamakoka’s’’ place, I
knew all the corners of the house. The ‘‘Pothar’’ that
situated in the backside of their house were empty at
that time as the paddy had already been harvested. I,
along with my father, ‘‘Mamakoka’’ and two of my
fathers’ cousins went to the ‘‘Pothar’’. I started
running in the field. My father told me that it was a
nice place to fly a kite as winds were blowing in
gushes continuously.

We came ready with a kite and a reel of thread.
Then came the time to fly the kite. At first my father
took the reel and I ran some distance holding the kite

in my hands. As I let the kite go off my hand, wind
helped the kite fly up in the sky. It was my turn then
to fly the kite and my father showed me how to fly
and keep it up in the sky. ‘‘Mamakoka’’ clapped as
I could fly the kite high up. It was such an
excitement to see the kite fly high up in the sky.
Sometimes it came down but I and my father made
it fly high each time it came down. My father’s
cousins captured the moments in the mobile phone
which kept the memory live. We were shouting and
cheering up, trying to fly the kite even higher. I was
a bit afraid to feel that the string might snap off. We
enjoyed flying kite for about two hours that day with
great excitement and joy. It was a day I would not
forget. It was great fun to experience that wind helps
kite to fly, which I studied in Class I. My father told
me that I would be able to know more about it once
I grow up. ❐

AMAZING FACTS ✍ Praneel Borpuzari, Class : IV, Section : C

1. Erno Rubik the inventor of the Rubik’s cube
had taken 1 week to complete it.

2. Artist Arun Kumar Bajaj created Hyper
Realistic Embroidery with just his sewing
machine.

3. Horses in Selma, Alabama must wear
Diapers when on the city’s street.

4. The Ostrich’s eyes are bigger than its brain !

5. The full NASA space suit cost $-12,000,000
(Rs. 83,95,80,000).

6. One day in Venus is longer than 1 year in
earth.

7. We all become taller in space.
8. A bottle of Champagne holds enough

pressurised carbon-dioxide to fill six bottles
under normal pressure.

9. Shetland sheep’s wool can be pulled off by
hand, a process called ‘Rooing’.

10. Artist John Marshall of Sussex, England has
painted only one subject for the past 10 years
—cows.
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Shiring Path no. 3
✍ Sk. Adnaan Afridi

Class : II, Section : B

Winters are extremely wonderful, but only if
you are at your home under the blanket with

a hot cup of coffee or probably watching a movie
with buttered pop-corns. But here I am, on my way
back from an office meeting on a dark cold night. It’s
almost 11:00 pm and it’s growing colder and foggy
outside. I am driving with a fear in my heart that
anything could  jump in front of me at any moment.
To fill up the weird silence I turn on the radio.
‘‘Damn it. No Signal’’. And now I’m terribly
regretting my decision to take the shortcut to home.
I thought I’d reach home faster, so I took a right turn
from the highways, but I’ve travelled by this road
only twice in the daytime. It’s completely dark and
silent and as far as my eyes go. It’s just empty fields
on both sides with just one or two dark houses.

‘‘No no, not now. Uggh ! My car stopped. What
could have gone wrong ? I tried, but couldn’t restart.
I need a little help. I see an abandoned house in a
distance. I walked inside the open gate and I swear
I was afraid.  The broken dusty windows and the
spider webs gave me a creepy feeling. It was
shivering cold outside, I pulled my jacket closer. I

knocked on the door twice. ‘‘Hello, is anyone there?
My car stopped. I need a little help. Please, it’s
getting cold out here’’. No replies. As I was about to
pass the gate, the door opened and a lady with a dog
came out. The dog kept staring at me with wide eyes,
didn’t bark once. ‘‘It will be my pleasure to help you
sir’’, she said in a low voice.

I was afraid, but the thought of moving alone
here with a standstill car terrified me more. ‘‘Thank
you so much miss’’. I sat down in my car and after
a few pushes from her my car started. As I turned my
head out to thank her, but she was not there. No lady,
no dog even at the distance. She just disappeared.
But now ? A cold shiver ran down my spine. I drove
straight without thinking anything. The signal was
better, so the radio started. After a song,
advertisements turned up and then an interview with
a road minister. He said they have decided to close
down Shiring Path no. 3 as it was abandoned and no
one lived there. As I moved ahead, I saw signboards
saying Shiring Path no. 3 with arrow marks towards
this road. I couldn’t sleep for days. ❐

Amazing Facts ✍ Megha Bhowmick, Class : IV, Section : D

1. Most elephants weight less than the tongue
of a blue whale.

2. The humming bird is the only animal that
can fly backwards.

3. An earthworm has ten hearts.

4. There are over 350 species of parrots in the
world.

5. Kiwi birds are blind, so they hunt by smell.

6. The first bird domesticated by humans was
the goose.

7. Dolphins sleep with one eye closed.

8. Cows give more milk when listening to
music.

9. Owls turn their heads almost 3600 (a
complete circle).

10. A sidewinder is a type of snake.
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The Vulture and the Birds
✍ Harsheitaa Sarma

Class : III, Section : D

Once upon a time there lived an old vulture. He
was searching for a perfect place to live. When

he found a tree full of different kinds of birds, he
went to ask the birds whether he can live on the tree.
The birds discussed among themselves whether the
vulture can stay on the tree. After a lot of discussion
they told the vulture that if he wants to stay he will
have to take care of the eggs, when the birds go out
in search of food. The vulture accepted their
condition.

One day as the birds went in search of food a
snake, who knew there were eggs in the nests, came
close to the tree. The vulture saw the snake and he
came down. The snake realized that the vulture was

old and he thought he can make a fool out of the
vulture. The snake said, ‘‘I was watching you and I
saw that you were sitting and protecting the eggs. I
think you are tired because you were under the sun
for a long time.’’ You rest while I look after these
eggs.’’ The vulture thought that the snake was right
and trusting the snake he went to sleep.

As he was sleeping the snake ate all the eggs
and threw the egg shells near the vulture. When the
birds returned and saw the egg shells they thought
that the vulture had eaten all the eggs. The angry
birds killed the vulture. So, don’t depend on
someone else to do your work. Do it yourself. ❐

JOKES ✍ Barnabh Kalita, Class : IV, Section : F

Father : What are you doing ?
Son : Writing a letter to my friend.
Father : But you don’t know how to write.
Son : So what ! He doesn’t know how to

read.

  

Teacher : Tell me one important use of the sun.
Student : The sun gives us summer vacation.

  

Father : Bob, why are you taking a ladder to
school ?

Bob : Because, I have been promoted to
high school this year.

  

Student : Sir, would you punish me for
something I have not done ?

Teacher : Never.
Student : I have not done my homework.

  

Rita : You know I have changed my mind.
Ram : So does it work better than the old

one.
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The lion and the woodcutter
✍ Dipannita Chowdhury

Class : V, Section : B

There was a woodcutter, he had a daughter. Her
name was Nena. She was very beautiful. They

both lived in a small hut. Once, a lion came near the
hut and he roared loudly. The woodcutter and Nena
came out of the hut and they saw the lion standing
near the hut. Then the lion told the woodcutter,
‘‘your daughter is very beautiful and I want to marry
her.’’ Then the woodcutter told the lion to go to his
den and come the next day. Then the lion came the
next day near the hut and he roared again. Nena was
not at home, so the woodcutter came out. He saw the
lion wearing suit to marry his daughter. The lion told

‘‘I am ready to marry your daughter. Call her to
marry me otherwise I will eat you up.’’

Then the woodcutter told the lion that it is
impossible for a lion to marry a human being. So the
lion understood it and he went back to his den. The
next morning, when Nena was plucking the berries
from the tree, some wild dogs surrounded her.
Suddenly, the lion appeared there and he killed all
the wild dogs and saved her life.

So, Nena trusted the lion and from then
onwards the lion became a good friend of the
woodcutter’s family. ❐

Interesting facts about plants

● An average size tree can provide enough wood to make 170,100 pencils.

● 85% of plant life is found in the ocean.

● Bananas contain natural chemical which can make people feel happy.

● Brazil is named after a tree.

● The Amazon rainforest produces half the world’s oxygen supply.

● The tallest tree ever was an Australian eucalyptus— In 1872 it was measured at 435
feet tall.

● Leaving the skin on potatoes while cooking is healthier as all the vitamins are in the
skin.

● Bamboo is the fastest growing woody plant in the world; it can grow 35 inches in
a single day.

● Cabbage has 91% water content.

● Cricket bats are made of a tree called Willow and baseball bats are made of the wood
of Hickory tree.
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Dubai Holidays
✍ Manthan Lahkar

Class : V, Section : C

Like every year, this year also we went for
International Holidays after my final exam.

This year it was to the city of gold ‘Dubai’. I was
very much happy that our new session started little
late as our holidays were planned in the 1st week of
Aril, 2019.

Day : 1
We woke up early in the morning at 4:30 A.M.

to catch our fight at 8 A.M. Then, we took bath, had
our light breakfast, called the taxi and then started
our journey to Dubai. From Guwahati we went to
Dubai via Delhi. After a long flight for 2:30 hours
we reached Delhi, had our immigration check-in and
after that, we took another flight to Dubai. It took us
4.30 hours to reach Dubai from Delhi, our taxi driver
was waiting for us with our placard. On the way to
our hotel, Hilton Garden Inn. We saw tallest building
in the world ‘‘Burj Khalifa’’. We had our dinner in
the hotel and was fast asleep.

Day : 2
We woke up at 11:00 A.M. but actually, Dubai

is 1:30 hrs. behind India so Dubai’s time was exactly
9:30 A.M. We all got ready, had our breakfast then,
we went straight to Dubai mall. The biggest mall
which connected Burj Khalifa (With a total height
of 830 metre, the Burj Khalifa has been the tallest
structure and building in the world). We went to see
‘At the Top’ of the Burj Khalifa which has 163
occupied floors, but tourists can visit only upto 124
to 125 floors. We had an amazing view of Dubai
City, took lots of photographs and reached to the
ground floor through fastest lift in the world
(Approx. 60 seconds). After that we went to Dubai

Aquarium and underwater zoo in Dubai Mall where
we encountered with lots of Sea Animals. After that
we went to our hotel, had a swimming session in the
hotel roof top swimming pool and got ready for the
Dhow Cruise Marina for the evening. The Dhow
Cruise Marina is a great way to spend an evening
and enjoy views of modern Dubai. It is inclusive of
Sea Sight-seeing of Ultra Modern Dubai, BBQ
Dinner, Tanura Show, Music. The food served was so
tasty that my mouth watered seeing the delicious
food in the table. We also enjoyed a Fire Dance that
was arranged in the Cruise.

Day : 3
Today we woke up at 8:00 A.M. in Dubai time

and we went for the city tour after having our
breakfast. In the city tour we learned about BURJ-
AL ARAB—  The one and only 7 Star Hotel in the
world. This hotel can be reached by road, by air and
by sea.

ZABEEL PALACE is the Dubai residence and
administrative headquarters of the Ruling Royal
family of Dubai. The palace was built in 1965.

GOLD SOUK— The biggest open Gold Market
in the world.

DUBAI HISTORY (Old and New Dubai)

ATLANTIS HOTEL & JUMEIRAH ISLAND—
This island is also known as Palm Jumeirah as the
island is seen like a Palm Tree from the top.

MIRACLE GARDEN— This is an incredible
experience, seeing the garden in full bloom with its
150 million flowers arranged in colourful arches.
Disney characters and patterns, and the myriad
shapes they from, is truly magnificent. Dubai

TRAVEL DIARIES



Miracle Garden’s breath-taking landscaping has
earned two Guinness World Records for the largest
vertical garden in 2013 and world’s largest floral
sculpture forming the shape of an Airbus A380
in 2016.

GLOBAL VILLAGE— Global Village is the
world’s leading multicultural festival park and has
got the display of every country’s culture, shopping
and entertainment.

Day : 4
It was the most exciting day of our tour. We

went to Abu Dhabi City to experience the one and
only theme park in the world ‘‘Ferrai World Theme
Park’’. Abu Dhabi is approx. 140 km from Dubai and
takes around 2 hours by road. As suggested by our
tour guide, we aimed to complete at least three of the
four roller coaster rides of Ferrari World. The first
one was ‘‘FIORANO GT CHALLENGE’’ moving at
90 km and is the slowest of the four Roller Coaster.
Then to our 2nd one ‘‘TURBO TRACK’’ which goes
vertically up at 120 km and comes down. After that,
we were heading towards ‘‘FORMULA ROSSA’’.
It’s the world’s fastest roller coaster with a speed of
0 to 240 km/h in 4.9 seconds, this was awesome.
Finally we reached the last leg of our targeted rides
‘‘FLYING ACES’’ moving at a speed of 120 KMPH
with Loops, bend, turned upside down and drop you
free fall. Ohh I’m still getting goose burns.

After spending 6 good hours at Ferrari World,
we went to The Sheikh Zayed Mosque which hold
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two official world records : the world’s largest
handmade carpet and the largest chandelier in the
world.

Day : 5

After having our breakfast at the hotel, we went
to a Snow Park also known as ‘‘SKI DUBAI’’. While
entering SKI DUBI, one need to take precaution
measures to beat the cold. We were given to wear
gloves, boots, jackets, full trousers and helmets. It is
an Iceland inside full of ice. First we did a ride
known as THE SNOW BULLET, then we did lots of
rides like— SNOW MOUNTAIN RIDE, MOUNTAIN
SLIDE, CHAIR-LIFT AND SKI MOUNTAIN
RIDE. We were totally frozen during our 2 hours
stay inside  the Ski Dubai. We had full fun there.

Afternoon we went to Desert Safari which is a
must if you are travelling to UAE. There we did
Sand dune bashing in a Land Cruiser, camel riding
and in the evening at the Desert we saw THE
BELLY DANCING, FIRE SHOW and had our
dinner there. And then, we went to our hotel.

Day : 6

After having our breakfast we went to THE
DUBAI FRAME. From the frame you can see Old
Dubai from one side and New Dubai from the other.
This was our last attraction of our tour and after that
we went to Airport for our return journey to our
sweet home, Guwahati via Delhi. ❐

Students JOKES
Teacher to Papu : Why are you so late today in the class ?

Papu : Beacuse my Mummy and Papa were quarrelling with each other.

Teacher : So what ? Why you came late ?

Papu : Teacher, my one shoe was with mummy and another with my papa.

‘Ha Ha Ha Ha’ !!!

✍ Amon Choudhury, Class : IV, Section : F
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My Delhi Trip
✍ Aryan Rituraj Barthakur

Class : II, Section : A

On 19th October, 2018 I went to Delhi with my
mother, elder brother and my grandparents. I was

very happy to see the capital of India.

Next day, we went to Agra to see the Taj Mahal.  It
is a very beautiful monument. It was built by Sah Jahan
to house the tomb of his wife Mumtaz Mahal. It is on the
bank of Yamuna. Our next destination was Qutb Minar,
also spelt as Qutub Minar. It is a minaret situated in
Mehrauli area of Delhi. It is 73 metre tall and contains a
spiral staircase. We went to see the famous India Gate on
the same day. My mother told me that the India Gate is
a war memorial. It was built in the memory of the soldiers of the British Indian Army who dies in the First
World War. In 1972, a small structure was built. It is known as Amar Jawan Jyoti. From the India Gate we
went for shopping. My elder brother and I had ice-creams and our favourite snacks at the McDonald’s. We
returned home on 24th October with lots of fond memories of Delhi and Raju Koka who made our trip
enjoyable. ❐

Our visit to Majuli
✍ Alangkrita B. Gogoi

Class : II, Section : E

Recently, I went to Majuli with my family. Majuli
is my grandfather’s birth place. We went there

by a small ship which is called Feri. I was so amused
to see so many bikes and cars on the ship and people
were going inside a small house on the ship.
Actually, that is not a house, but sitting place for the
passengers.

My cousins were eagerly waiting for me. I had
lots of fun with them in Majuli. We played marbles,

kabaddi, hide and seek etc. We also sang and danced.
My cousin sister Kuhi can sing Bargit very well. I

will try to learn from her. We came back after two
days. Next time, I will go to satra in Majuli. My
father told me that satras are founded by Shrimanta

Shankardeva.

I love Majuli and want to go there again and
again. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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Day trip to Umiam Lake
✍ Dristant Ranjan Kalita

Class : IV, Section : D

During my short break after the final exams, I
and my parents went for a short trip to the

Umiam Lake in Meghalaya. This place is around 80
kms. from Guwahati. We started on our journey
through the Guwahati-Shillong Road from Guwahati
at around 11:30 am. We have to pass through a toll
gate on the highway put up by the National Highway
Authority of India to collect a specific amount of
money from all the vehicles going to Meghalaya for
maintenance of the highway where we paid the
specified toll and moved on our forward journey.

Although the highway is zig-zag, the condition
of the road is very good. On reaching Barapani, we
first went to Ri-Kynjai resort which is situated on a
hill overlooking the lake. The road to Ri-Kynjai was
not good but the place is beautiful. After spending
some time at the resort, we went to the Umiam water
Sports Complex situated near the Orchid Lake resort
for a boat ride on the lake. We entered the area after

My trip to Samdrup Jongkhar
✍ Nawarun Talukdar

Class : II, Section : A

In bihu vacation I went to Samdrup Jongkhar along
with my parents and cousin sister. Samdrup

Jongkhar is a town in Bhutan. The town is located at
the south-eastern part of Bhutan and borders the
Indian state of Assam. Samdrup Jongkhar is a
District in Bhutan. Samdrup Jongkhar is a scenic
place where we can find India and Bhutanese

Culture shops and items. This place is also an entry
point from India to Bhutan. There are many things to
do and places to see. This is a town popular for its
nature, sightseeing and scenic spot. They follow the
traditional dress code while entering temples and
holy places. Samdrup Jongkhar is very beautiful and
clean place. I enjoyed the journey very much. ❐

paying the specified entry fees and moved towards
the lake. There are different types of boat rides like
speed boat, cruise boat, water scooter etc. that one
can enjoy. We took a ride on a speed boat which we
enjoyed very much. At around 3:30 pm we left the
place and returned to Guwahati after having our
lunch at a restaurant near Nongpoh. This is a good
place to visit on week ends. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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A trip to Manas National Park
✍ Nyasha Dutta

Class : II, Section : D

It was a lovely morning on Saturday, 6th April,
2019. At 6.30 A.M, I started my journey to the

‘‘Manas National Park’’ a Tiger reserve, located at
Baska district of Assam with my parents and my
little sister. We reached the ‘‘Smiling Tusker
Elephant Camp’’ at 11.30 A.M, where we stayed.
The camp was surrounded by the forest of ‘‘Manas’’
and a tea garden. We did our lunch and started the
‘‘Jeep Safari’’ for 3 hours in dense forest, which was
full of excitement. We saw different animals like
wild elephant, rhino, golden langur, wild buffalo,

pigmy hog, wild pig etc. and birds including
peacock. Watching the birds by binocular telescope
was very amazing for me.

At night we had a small cultural function, where
I also took part. Next day morning, we woke up
early and enjoyed the cool breeze of Manas. Then
we did tracking in tea garden and boating in the
beautiful Beki river, which was full of fun.

Spending one night amidst nature was really a
memorable trip for me. ❐
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My trip to Shillong
✍ Briti Mahanta

Class : III, Section : C

I was very happy as my aunt had planned a trip to
Shillong on 17th April, 2019 during my Bihu

vacation.  It was my first visit to Shillong. We took
a tourist car and started our journey from
Paltanbazar. I was too excited. Shillong is a small
popular hill station. I have experienced a lot of
beautiful images, especially the curved roads.

I shall bring you some of my best memories.
Though it was just a two day stay I have gathered
lots of beautiful memories. Firstly, I visited a very
special and common place that is the Ward’s Lake
and spent for about one hour boating and seeing the
green hills around. It was really wonderful.

I visited the Shillong Peak. Really it was a tall
place and the whole view of Shillong could be seen.

And the sound of the waterfalls made me feel so
great. The nature is so amazing. Next we started to
Cherrapunji and on the way we stopped the car and
went running around the clean green hills and started
collecting pine leaves. I saw the people and made
friends with a few of them. They were narrating me
by showing the view around. I also visited many
other waterfalls and have experienced different
nature’s attraction. My last visit was the Cathedral
Church which is a Holy Place also known as ‘‘Mary
Help of Christian’’. I went inside and saw many
interesting statues. I prayed to God and was so happy
saying in my mind that I should visit you again on
my next vacation.

My journey ends and we moved back to our
own destination. ❐
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A Guiding Light

Respected Principal Madam, representatives of the
management, respected teachers and guardians,

distinguished guests and my loving students of
Shrimanta Shankar Academy. I feel indebted to you for
selecting me as the chief guest of the annual function
of your school, I feel I am not worthy of it.

I feel I am invited as I am a student of Human
Resource Management and I act as a career counselor.
Career Counselling is an “one to one communication”
like medical and legal counselling. One meets one’s
doctor or lawyer on one to one basis. Similarly, a
counselee meets a career counselor to solve his or her
career related problems. We can sensitise ourselves
about career related issues in a public meeting like
situation. However, I shall try my level best to share a
few career information with you.

We are having two types of participants in the
annual function. Firstly, the young children from class
one to five and secondly their guardians. Children are
too young to understand the process of career
development. Guardians need information about the
career options of their wards. Classical career planning
depends on the aptitudes and attitudes of a counsellor.
Human Resource planning can predict the nature of
career opportunities for a period of not more than five
years. A child who is studying in four or five today
would be entering into the job market after twelve or
thirteen years. Therefore it is very difficult to predict
about career opportunities or employment possibilities
for a person who would be seeking employment in
twenty thirty (2030) or twenty thirty one (2031).

However, I would like to suggest that my young
friends who are studying in class one - class five should
study at least two hours a day. Fifteen hours home
study per week is sufficient for an average child below
the age of ten years.

Secondly, young children should participate in
sports and similar physical activities at the rate of one

hour per day. This will help a child to grow physically
and emotionally.

Thirdly, young children must be taught to believe
in God although all theists or believers are not good.
But being a believer of God at childhood helps a person
to develop his or her self confidence. This is my
personal opinion whether you accept or reject it.

Now I would like to request the guardians not to
quarrel in front of their children. Difference of opinion
is common between a husband and a wife but domestic
violence creates adverse impression in the mind of a
child.

I also forbid you to be worried about the career of
children. Traditional careers like teachers, doctors,
lawyers, nurses will always be in great demand as we
are moving very fast towards a digital society, a good
teacher of anything will be in great demand to make
people knowledge oriented. Lawyers will be in great
demand because of the new value system of the future
generation as well as to settle issues pertaining to
intellectual property rights. Healthcare industry is a
sunrise industry, nowadays with a great future. At the
moment, India needs fifteen lakh medical graduates
and eight lakh nursing graduates.

Artificial Intelligence and Information Techno-
logies enabled services will be the mainstay of industry
and management in India in five or six years from now.
Therefore, my humble suggestion would be to make
your child, STEM friendly. STEM stands for science,
technology, engineering and mathematics. STEM will
create almost all jobs in the future.

With this word I would like to conclude my
speech.

Thank You.

(Dr. Gauranga Kumar Sarma)
Faculty Member

Assam Institute of Management
Boragaon, Guwahati

Inspiring words from Chief Guests 2018
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Œõ∂1Ì±√±˚˛fl¡ øfl¡Â≈√ é¬Ì

fl¡± «̊±˘ ˛̊Õ˘ ’˝√√±-Œ˚±ª± fl¡À1“±ÀÓ¬ 1±Ê√Ò±Úœ ø√Â√¬Û≈1Ó¬ ’ªø¶öÓ¬

ë¿˜ôL ˙—fl¡1 ¤fl¡±ÀÎ¬˜œí Ú±˜ÀÈ¬±À1 øÊ√ø˘øfl¡ Ôfl¡± ‰¬± ◊̋√√Ú¬ıíÎ«¬‡Ú ‰¬fl≈¡Ó¬

¬ÛÀ1º õ∂± ˛̊ õ∂øÓ¬ø√ÀÚ ◊̋√√ ¬ı≈ø˘ fl¡í¬ı ¬Û±ø1º Ú±˜ÀÈ¬±Àª Œ˜±fl¡ ·ˆ¬œ1ˆ¬±Àª

’±fl¡ ∏̄«Ì fl¡À1, fl¡±1Ì Ê√±øÓ¬1 Ê√Úfl¡ ¸¬ı«&Ì±fl¡1 ¿˜ôL ˙—fl¡1À√ª1

Ú±À˜À1 Ú±˜fl¡1Ì fl¡1± ø¬ı√…±˘ ˛̊‡Ú ˜˝√√±Ú·11 ˜±Ê√˜øÊ√ ˛̊±Ó¬ ’±øÊ√›

”̃1Ó¬ Ó≈¬ø˘ øÊ√ø˘øfl¡ ’±ÀÂ√º ’˘À¬Û± •°±Ú ¬Û1± Ú± ◊̋√√º ’±øÊ√fl¡±ø˘1

’¸˜1 ¬ıU Í¬± ◊̋√√1 ¶≈®˘-fl¡À˘Ê√ øfl¡Â≈√˜±Ú1 øÚ˜LaÌ 1é¬± fl¡ø1

’Ú≈á¬±ÚÀ¬ı±1Ó¬ ’—˙ ¢∂˝√√Ì fl¡ø1 ’±õ≠≈Ó¬ ˝√√›“º ’±·ÀÓ¬ ÚÕ·øÂ√À˘±,

’±øÊ√fl¡±ø˘ ˚±›“ , ˆ¬±˘ ˘±À·, fl¡±1Ì ’øˆ¬:Ó¬±1 ŒÊ√±À˘±„√√±Ó¬ ÚÓ≈¬Ú

ÚÓ≈¬Ú ’øˆ¬:Ó¬± ¸= ˛̊ fl¡ø1 ÒÚ… ˝√√›“, ¤fl¡ ’Ô«Ó¬ Î¬◊¬Ûfl‘¡Ó¬ ˝√√›“º ¤ ◊̋√√À˚

˘í1±-ŒÂ√±ª±˘œÀ¬ı±11 ¸ij≈‡Ó¬ ¬ıMê‘√Ó¬± ø√›“, Œ¸ ˛̊±› ¬ıMê√± ø˝√√‰¬±À¬Û

øÚÊ√fl¡ ¬Û1œé¬± fl¡ø1 Œ‰¬±ª±1 ¤Àfl¡± ¤Àfl¡±È¬± ÚÓ≈¬Ú ≈̧À˚±·º

ø¬ı ∏̄̊ ˛ÀÈ¬± Î¬◊À~‡ fl¡ø1ÀÂ√± ¤ ◊̋√√fl¡±1ÀÌ ◊̋√√ Œ˚ ø¬ıÀ˙ ∏̄ øfl¡Â≈√˜±Ú ¶≈®˘-

fl¡À˘Ê√Õ˘ Œ˚±ª±1 ¤È¬± Œ˝√√“¬Û±˝√ ˜ÚÀÓ¬ Ô±Àfl¡ ’±1n∏ Œ¸ ◊̋√√¬ı±À¬ı ◊̋√√ øÚ˜LaÌ

’±ø˝√√À˘ ≈̧‡œ ˝√√›“, ’±ÚøμÓ¬ ˝√√›“º &ª±˝√√±È¬œ1 ¬ıU ’Ú≈á¬±ÚÕ˘ ’±˜øLaÓ¬

ø˚À˝√√Ó≈¬ Δ˝√√ÀÂ√±, ·øÓ¬Àfl¡ ¿˜ôL ˙—fl¡1 ¤fl¡±ÀÎ¬˜œ Ú±˜ÀÈ¬± Œ√ø‡À˘ ◊̋√√

˜ÚÕ˘ ’±À˝√√, ¤ ◊̋√√ ø¬ı√…±˘ ˛̊‡ÚÕ˘ Œ˚±ª±1 Œfl¡øÓ¬ ˛̊±¬ı± ≈̧À˚±· ‚øÈ¬¬ıÀÚ

¬ı± ŒÓ¬›“À˘±fl¡fl¡ Œ˜±1 Œfl¡øÓ¬ ˛̊±¬ı± õ∂À ˛̊±Ê√Ú ˝√√í¬ıÀÚ !

‡≈¬ı Œ¬ıøÂ √ø√Ú Œ√À‡±Ú 1í¬ı˘·œ ˛̊± Ú˝√√í˘º ŒÓ¬›“À˘±Àfl¡ ø¬ı‰¬±ø1À˘º

◊̋√√—1±Ê√œ ø¬ıˆ¬±·1 ø˙é¬ø ˛̊Sœ õ∂Ì±ø˜fl¡± Œ·±¶§±˜œÀ ˛̊ ŒÈ¬ø˘ÀÙ¬±ÚÓ¬ ’Ú≈À1±Ò

fl¡ø1À˘, ŒÓ¬›“À˘±fl¡1 ¤È¬± ø¬ıÀ˙ ∏̄ ’Ú≈á¬±ÚÓ¬ ˜ ◊̋√√ ≈̃‡… ’øÓ¬øÔ ø˝√√‰¬±À¬Û

Î¬◊¬Ûø¶öÓ¬ Ô±øfl¡¬ı ˘±À·º fl¡± «̊…±˘ ˛̊Õ˘ ’±ø˝√√ øÓ¬øÚ·1±fl¡œ ø˙é¬Àfl¡

’±Ú≈á¬±øÚfl¡ˆ¬±Àª øÚ˜LaÌ Ê√Ú±À˘ø˝√√, Œ˚ÀÚ ŒÓ¬ÀÚ Î¬◊¬Ûø¶öÓ¬ Ô±øfl¡¬ıÕ˘

’Ú≈À1±Ò fl¡ø1À˘º øfl¡c ¬ı±ø ∏̄«fl¡ ’Ú≈á¬±ÚÀÈ¬± ø¬ı√…±˘ ˛̊‡ÚÓ¬ ’Ú≈øá¬Ó¬ Ú˝√√ ˛̊,

’Ú≈øá¬Ó¬ ˝√√í¬ı fl¡˘±Àé¬S1 ¿˜ôL ˙—fl¡1À√ª ’±ôLÊ«√±øÓ¬fl¡ Œõ∂é¬±·‘̋ √√Ó¬º

2018 ‰¬Ú1 22 øÎ¬À‰¬•§1 Ó¬±ø1À‡º

øÚø«√©Ü ø√ÚÀÈ¬±Ó¬ Œõ∂é¬±·‘̋ √√1 ¸ij≈‡ Œ¬Û±ª±1 ˘À· ˘À· ¸fl¡À˘±Àª

Œ˜±fl¡ Î¬◊É ’±√1øÌ Ê√Ú±À˘º ŒÏ¬±˘-Œ¬Û“¬Û±, Œ‡±˘- ‘̃√—, Ú‘Ó¬… ’±ø√À ˛̊

¬Ûø1Àª˙ ◊̋√√˜±ÀÚ ◊̋√√ ’±fl¡ ∏̄«Ìœ ˛̊ fl¡ø1 Ó≈¬ø˘À˘ Œ˚ ˜ ◊̋√√ ≈̃* Δ˝√√ 1íÀ˘±º

ø˙é¬fl¡-ø˙é¬ø ˛̊Sœ, Â√±S-Â√±Sœ1 ’±¢∂˝√√ ’±1n∏ ’±ôLø1fl¡Ó¬± ◊̋√√ Œ˜±fl¡ Œ˚Ú

¤‡Ú ≈̧fl¡œ ˛̊± Ê√·Ó¬Õ˘ Δ˘ ·í˘º ˜ÚÀÈ¬± ’±ÚÀμÀ1 ˆ¬ø1 ¬Ûø1˘º

Œõ∂é¬±·‘̋ √√Ó¬ õ∂Àª˙ fl¡ø1 ’Ò…é¬± Î¬
0 ·œÓ¬± √M√√ ¬ı1n∏ª±, Î¬◊¬Û±Ò…é¬

¿˜Ó¬œ Ê√ ˛̊ôLœ ’øÒfl¡±1œ ’±1n∏ ¿˜Ó¬œ Úœø˘˜± Œ·±¶§±˜œ ’±ø√fl¡ ˘·

¬Û±À˘±, fl¡Ô± ˝√√íÀ˘±º ˘· ¬Û±À˘± ≈̧-Œ˘‡fl¡ ˜ ˛̊”1 ¬ı1±fl¡º ŒÓ¬›“1 ˘í1±

¶≈®˘‡Ú1 Â√±Sº ˜ ˛̊”À1 fl¡íÀ˘ñ øfl¡ Œ√ø‡ÀÂ√, ’Ú≈̂ ¬ª fl¡ø1ÀÂ√ÀÚ,

‰¬±ø1›Ù¬±À˘ ’¸˜œ ˛̊± ’¸˜œ ˛̊± Œ·±gº ¬ıMê‘√Ó¬±Ó¬ ’¸˜œ ˛̊±Q1 fl¡Ô±

Î¬◊À~‡ fl¡ø1À ˛̊̋ ◊√√ ˜ ◊̋√√ ’Ú…±Ú… õ∂¸—·Õ˘ ·íÀ˘±º Œ¬Û±˝√√11 ¬ı…ª¶ö± ◊̋√√ fl¡Ô±

Œfl¡±ª±Ó¬ øfl¡Â≈√ ¬ı±Ò± ø√À˘ ˚ø√› ø˚˜±Ú ¬Û±À1± ¸˝√√Ê√ ˆ¬± ∏̄±À1 ◊̋√√ fl¡Ô±À¬ı±1

Œfl¡±ª±1 Œ‰¬©Ü± fl¡ø1À˘±º ˘·ÀÓ¬ øfl¡Â≈√ 1¸±˘ fl¡1±À1± Œ‰¬©Ü± fl¡ø1À˘±º

Â√±S-Â√±Sœ, ø˙é¬fl¡-ø˙é¬ø ˛̊Sœ, ’øˆ¬ˆ¬±ªfl¡ ¸fl¡À˘±À1 fl¡Ô± ˆ¬±ø¬ıÀ ˛̊̋ ◊√√

fl¡Ô±À¬ı±1 fl¡í¬ı˘·œ ˛̊± ˝√√í˘º ø˚ÀÈ¬± fl¡±˜ øÚ( ˛̊ ¬ı1 ¸˝√√Ê√ Ú˝√√ ˛̊º ø˚

Ú˝√√›fl¡ ¸±—¶‘®øÓ¬fl¡ ’Ú≈á¬±ÚÀ¬ı±À1› Œ˜±fl¡ ¬ı1Õfl¡ ’±Úμ ø√À˘,

fl¡í1¬ı±Ó¬ Œ˚Ú øfl¡¬ı± ¤È¬± ’±˙± Œ√ø‡À˘±, Œ¬Û±˝√√1 Œ√ø‡À˘±º ¤‡Ú

◊̋√√—1±Ê√œ ˜±Ò…˜1 ¶≈®˘ Δ˝√√› øÚÊ√1 ø˙¬Û±Î¬±˘ ¤ø1 ø√ ˛̊± Ú± ◊̋√√, ø˚˜±Ú

¬Û±À1 Òø1 ’±ÀÂ√º ◊̋√√ ˛̊±1 ¬ı±À¬ı fl¡Ó‘¬«¬Ûé¬ ÒÚ…¬ı±√1 ¬Û±Sº

‡≈¬ı ˆ¬±˘ ˘±ø·øÂ√˘ ¬ı±À¬ı ◊̋√√ øÚ( ˛̊ ’Ú≈á¬±Ú õ∂± ˛̊ Œ˙ ∏̄

Œ˝√√±ª±Õ˘Àfl¡ Î¬◊¬Ûø¶öÓ¬ Ô±øfl¡À˘±º ’Ò…é¬± Î¬
0 ·œÓ¬± √M√√ ¬ı1n∏ª±Àfl¡ Òø1

≈√ ◊̋√√-¤fl¡1 ˆ¬± ∏̄Ì qøÚ ¶≈®˘‡Ú1 ø¬ı ∏̄À ˛̊ ¬ıU ÚÊ√Ú± fl¡Ô± Ê√±øÚÀ˘±º

õ∂Ì±ø˜fl¡±1 ≈̧μ1 ¤—fl¡ø1À„√√ ¶§±ˆ¬±øªfl¡ÀÓ¬ ’Ú≈á¬±Ú1 Œ¸Ãá¬ª ¬ı‘øX

fl¡ø1øÂ√˘º ŒÓ¬›“ ¤·1±fl¡œ ≈̧-·±ø ˛̊fl¡±›º ¤È¬± ¸˜ ˛̊Ó¬ ¸fl¡À˘±À1 ¬Û1±

ø¬ı√± ˛̊ ˘íÀ˘±º ¶≈®˘‡ÚÕ˘ Œ˚±ª±1 ¤È¬± Œ˝√√“¬Û±˝√√ Œ˚ Ô±øfl¡ ·í˘, Œ¸ ◊̋√√

fl¡Ô±› ¬ı…Mê√ fl¡ø1 ’±ø˝√√À˘±º ŒÓ¬›“À˘±Àfl¡ fl¡íÀ˘, ˝√√í¬ı ’±Àfl¡Ã ˜±øÓ¬˜,

’±ø˝√√¬ı ˘±ø·¬ıº ¸fl¡À˘±À1 ’±¢∂˝√√-’±ôLø1fl¡Ó¬± ◊̋√√ Œ˜±fl¡ ¤fl¡ ’Ô«Ó¬

’±Àªø·fl¡ fl¡ø1 Ó≈¬ø˘À˘º

¤fl¡ Ò1Ì1 õ∂±ø51 ’±Úμ ◊̋√√ ˆ¬1± ◊̋√√ Ó≈¬ø˘À˘ ˜Úº ¬ı±È¬Ó¬ ’±À˝√√±ÀÓ¬

¬ı±À1 ¬ı±À1 ˜ÚÕ˘ ’±ø˝√√˘ ’Ú≈á¬±ÚÀÈ¬±1 ¬Ûø1Àª˙1 fl¡Ô±, ’¸˜1 fl‘¡ø©Ü-

¸—¶‘®øÓ¬À ˛̊ Î¬◊7¡¡¡œøªÓ¬ fl¡ø1 1‡± õ∂±ÀÌ±26√˘ ¸˜ ˛̊ø‡øÚ1 fl¡Ô±º ˜ÚÓ¬

ˆ¬±ø˝√√ Ô±øfl¡˘ ø˙é¬±Ô«œ¸fl¡˘1 Î¬◊8˘ ≈̃‡À¬ı±1º ¸¬ı±ÀÓ¬±Õfl¡ ˆ¬±˘

˘±ø·˘ ¤ ◊̋√√ ø¬ı√…±˘ ˛̊‡ÀÚ ø˙¬Û±1 Δ¸ÀÓ¬ 1‡± ·ˆ¬œ1 ¸•Ûfl«¡1 fl¡Ô±

ˆ¬±ø¬ıº fl¡±1Ì ø˙¬Û±1 ¬Û1± ø¬ıø26√iß Œfl¡±ÀÚ± ø˙é¬±Ú≈á¬±ÀÚ ø˙é¬±Ô«œfl¡ ø√¬ı

ŒÚ±ª±À1 õ∂fl‘¡Ó¬ &Ì·Ó¬ ø˙é¬±º ¤ÀÚ õ∂øÓ¬á¬±ÀÚ ˚La¬ı» Úù´1 ’Ê«√Ú fl¡1±

¤Àfl¡±È¬± Œ˜Ò±ªœ õ∂Ê√ij1 Ê√ij ø√¬ı ¬Û±À1 øÍ¬Àfl¡ ◊̋√√, øfl¡c ÚÓ≈¬Ú õ∂Ê√ijfl¡

Œ√‡≈ª±¬ı ŒÚ±ª±À1 ˆ¬øª ∏̄…Ó¬1 ¸˜±Ê√ ¸À‰¬Ó¬Ú ≈̧Ú±·ø1fl¡ ø˝√√‰¬±À¬Û ·Ï¬ˇ

ø√ ˛̊±1 õ∂Ó¬…±ø˙Ó¬ ¬ÛÔº ¤ ◊̋√√ ø√˙Ó¬ ¿˜ôL ˙—fl¡1 ¤fl¡±ÀÎ¬˜œÀ ˛̊

˚ÀÔ±ø‰¬Ó¬ &1n∏Q ø√ ˛̊± ¬ı±À¬ı ¸cø©Ü ˘±ˆ¬ fl¡ø1À˘±º ’Ú…±Ú… Œ¬ı‰¬1fl¡±1œ

ø˙é¬±Ú≈á¬±Ú¸ ”̃À˝√√, ø¬ıÀ˙ ∏̄Õfl¡ ◊̋√√—1±Ê√œ ˜±Ò…˜1 ø¬ı√…±˘ ˛̧̊ ”̃À˝√√› ¬ı±1n∏

¤ ◊̋√√À¬ı±1 fl¡Ô±Ó¬ &1n∏Q ø√ Î¬◊øÍ¬ ’˝√√± õ∂Ê√ij1 Δ¸ÀÓ¬ ’±˜±1

¸±Ó¬±˜¬Û≈1n∏̄ ∏œ ˛̊± fl‘¡ø©Ü-¸—¶‘®øÓ¬1 ¸•Ûfl«¡ ≈̧‘√Ï¬ˇ fl¡1±Ó¬ &1n∏Q ø√¬ıÀÚ–

›ˆ¬Ó¬øÚ ˚±S±Ó¬ ¤ ◊̋√√À¬ı±1 fl¡Ô±Àfl¡ ◊̋√√ ˆ¬±ø¬ı ’±ø˝√√À˘± .......

7 ŒÂ√ÀõI◊•§1, 2019 [’øÊ√Ó¬ fl≈¡˜±1 ˆ¬”¤û±]

≈̃‡… ¸•Û±√fl¡, õ∂±· øÚÎ¬◊Ê√



STRIKING THE RIGHT BALANCE
✍ Urmipali Sen

PGT, English

The world we live in is vast and fast and is also ever
changing. Humans being the supreme creation of

God are bestowed with the highest amount of
adaptability to these changes. Hence Darwin’s words—

“Struggle for existence”
“Survival of the fittest”

suit humans the most. Hence we are the “fittest’’
in coping with changes.

Again, it is said that education is the strongest tool
in the debate on change, since education initiates
change and also equips an individual to live with the
change. With changes walking in at every phase of our
lives and in every nook and corner of the world, the
role of teachers or mentors or facilitators has increased
and diversified. It has become a tough job for them to
strike the accurate balance between Quality  and
Quantity in education. We are to decipher which is to
be given more weightage.

Amongst the present day students it is noticed that
their range of knowledge is undoubtedly vast and
updated, ranging from the microscopic to the mighty.
But what is most distressing and alarming is that they
know only something of everything but not everything
of something, the base is too weak.

The reasons behind this may be—

1. More emphasis laid by authorities and mentors on
covering maximum number of topics, chapters,
syllabus completion etc. Why can’t it be less
topics and good base instead ?

2. Unsystematic arrangement of topics in a syllabus,
at times not as per age, leading to haphazard
classroom teaching.

3. Less importance given to real life implementation
of knowledge.

4. Giving more importance to theoretical knowledge
than practical ones, specially in subjects like

Mathematics, English (Mainly Grammar and
Spoken English), Science etc.

5. Dependence of students on easily accessible
sources of knowledge like Parents, Teachers,
Internet etc. This has made them spoon-fed and
killed the research zeal within them. Caregivers of
students should be able to motivate students to
work on their own and not spoon-feed them.

6. Extensive exposure to internet, importance given
to rote learning of readymade answers has killed
the ability of students to think out of the box.
Mentors, students and parents all are running after
easy success upholding perfection and not
accepting failures in a positive way. The creativity
level has thus come down to zero.

7. Exploring the world of books has a variety of
benefits like making one imaginative and capable
of visualizing things mentally, improving
vocabulary stock, developing creativity and flare
for writing etc. But this has become a rare sight
now.

Every child is a storehouse of boundless qualities
of head and heart. Hence it is the responsibility of
authorities, parents and mentors to mould them in the
right way. This is to be done by first tapping their latent
talents, defining their strengths and weaknesses and
also polishing their strengths brighter and helping them
create a diamond hard foundation. They must be
offered with immense FOOD FOR THOUGHT so that
they can think out of the box / in a non-stereotypical
manner. The society at large needs fearless, confident,
efficient, wise and meticulous individuals who can
become the perfect torchbearers and explore the
unexplored. Lastly lets all keep in mind that—

“Education is the manifestation of the perfection
already in man.” —Swami Vivekananda. ❐
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Cashless Economy— Challenges and Opportunity
in India

✍ Suman Dhar
PGT Accountancy

Introduction :

Cashless economy is a system where financial

transactions are not done in terms of currency notes,

coins or cash money.

In any economy of a country monetary

transaction is most essential because cash as medium

of transaction for various purchase and sale of

goods. But now-a-days developed technology is used

in almost all dimensions of personnel and economic

activities. Various technology devices such as online

transaction, debit card, credit card, mobile banking,

mobile wallet, electronic banking and mobile app

are  used in lieu of cash transaction. So cashless

economy implies such as economy where all

transaction are made through these modern

technological devices which ultimately cease to exist

hard cash in transaction.

After implementation of liberalization privati-

zation globalization (LPG) policy in Indian economy

Indian business men have to make themselves

experienced in doing and implementing cashless

mode of transaction. So such of cashless transaction

is found to be most important because cashless

economy has a lot of advantages by virtue of which

economic activities can be performed efficiently.

Demonetization of Rs. 500 and 1000 notes on 8th

December, 2016 was a revolutionary step taken

by the government towards cashless economy in

India.

Challenges :

1) Financial literacy among the people is a big

challenge in India to adopt digital system of
transaction.

2) Though many bank accounts have been opened

through Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna but
maximum accounts are not in operation.

3) In India small retailers do not have enough

resources to invest in digital mode of
infrastructure.

4) Due to lack of awareness people are not

showing interest in using debit card and credit
card.

5) People who are using cash as a media for

transaction fear that bank will charge more if
they use card.

Opportunities :

1) Keeps systematic records of economic

transactions.

2) Prevents and detects errors and frauds.

3) Helps in economic growth.

4) Helps in maintaining

5) Mode of transparency.

6) Environment friendly.

7) Reduces illegal business.

8) Reduces cost.

9) Eradicates corruption.
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Table showing digital payment use by different countries in percentage asper 2015 report

Name Country Mode of digital payment Digital Transaction
(%)

France Mobile Banking, Contact-less Card 92%

Belgium Debit Card and Mobile App 93%

Canada Online Wallet and Payment Cards 90%

U.K. Mobile Payment System 89%

USA E-banking and Mobile Banking 45%

Sweden Internet Banking, Mobile Banking, Credit Card and Debit Card 59%

India E-banking, Debit Card, Credit Card and others modes of payments 2%

From the above table it was found that only 2% transaction was done through cashless made in the year
2015 in India. But after demonetization it has increased to a very large extent. ❐

References : i) Currency, D (2017) Danish Central Bank to digitalised national currency. ii) Khosla, S (2017)
India is far away from being a cashless economy.  iii) www.Economy.com. iv) www.Google.com v)
www.Emarketer.com

FLAMBOYANT FEMINIST
✍ Krishna K. Bhuyan

Teacher, English Department

Being born to an Assamese family I got all the
freedom that a woman deserves. I proudly

proclaim that unlike many sects in India, Assamese
people do not tie up their daughters to limited
strands. But from childhood onwards I was always
startled by the atrocities towards women. Dowry
death, rape, domestic violence, all these seemed so
inauthentic to me. But it’s a dare devil truth.

Me not being in the forefront could not do much
about it. But I have always been a rebel against small
happenings going around me. While in college I was
a city bus dweller and had witnessed  a number of
mishappenings especially with girls in the bus. I
always spoke up and even took to action when
needed. Another appalling  fact is that we women are

restricted from entering one of the famous places of
divinity after attaining womanhood in Assam itself.
Being a bairn I freely moved around the place of
divinity but once I attained muliebrity I was
constricted.

Our society is a worshiper of women in the
form of Goddess. But unfortunately the same society
tries to end the female entity even at the womb.
Women is the base of society. If the radicle itself
quivers, how does the society expect to be upright?
Our mothers, sisters,daughters,wives are the soul of
the society. Along with women even  the male
counterparts should work ahead, hand in hand in
order to eradicate the discrepancies of our society,
to  not only upgrade the society but enhance life
itself. ❐

●●..........................................●●●●●..........................................●●
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Can Digital Learning replace
Traditional Learning ?

✍ Nirmali Khound Baruah
PGT, Computer Science

School is a temple of learning. But is it
completely true nowadays ? Yes, at present the

world is moving fast. Technology is changing daily.
Already Quantum computer has been invented which
can solve a complex problem in 200 seconds with its
qubit as the basic unit which is possible for a super
computer in 10000 years.

So the students can gain knowledge not only
from the school but also from the easily available
information of  this digital world. But does it mean
that school has become outdated ? The answer is,
abig No. The learning is not complete without any
social interaction. The school is a miniature society.
Students learn social skill along with the academic

skill. The guidance of teachers is the most essential
part of the learning process. Students can dilute their
pressure in the company of their friends. It is often
seen that students of higher classes bunk school with
an excuse of preparation for competitive
examination. They give importance on entrance
based learning instead of concept based learning.
From a recent data it is found that in spite of
availability of lacs of technical professional in our
country, percentage of skilled professional is very
low. What is the reason behind it ? It is high time for
all  to  think about it. Guardians must support their
children in conceptual learning. A dummy school
cannot be a perfect place for a student. ❐
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ø‰¬ø„√√ ø√¬ı ¬Û1± ˝√√íÀ˘

˜≈fl¡ø˘ ’±fl¡±˙1 ¬ı≈fl≈¡ÀÓ¬
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